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Ignatius Loyola, Rockhurst University.
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Institutions
Afford Formation
for Mission?
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The full responsibility for the policy, governance, and operation of each of our colleges
and universities rests with its board of directors,
trustees, or regents as established by articles of
incorporation and by-laws. Each of these institutions is legally and functionally independent
of the Society of Jesus. … Most importantly, it
holds in trust the Catholic, Jesuit character of
the college or university and has a responsibility to understand, assure, provide resources to
support, foster, and assess this character. (9)

The institution’s formally approved statements
of purpose are appropriate for an institution of
higher education and clearly define its essential
values and character and ways in which it contributes to the public good. (WASC, Standard
1.1, 2013)
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Each of our colleges and universities has created
responsibilities, structures, and programs for the
hiring, orienting, and developing of faculty and
staff according to our Catholic, Jesuit mission.
We make available special retreats, seminars in
Ignatian spirituality and Jesuit education, programs and colloquia which seek to enhance
Catholic, Jesuit identity, development and
scholarship opportunities, service and immersion experiences, special events that focus on
our mission, and we utilize university convocations, conferences, liturgical celebrations, and
award ceremonies to articulate our Catholic, Jesuit identity. Some of our colleges and universities have established individual institutes of
Jesuit and Catholic studies. At the same time, we
take advantage of several regional and national
programs of formation in Jesuit leadership for
colleagues in higher education, such as the
AJCU Seminar on Higher Education Leadership

and the Ignatian Colleagues Program. (AJCU,
The Jesuit, Catholic Mission of the U.S. Jesuit
Colleges and Universities, 2010.)
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