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Happy trails: volunteers pitch in on Lackawanna River Heritage Trail
BY JIM LOCKWOOD (STAFF WRITER)
Published: September 29, 2013

Beth Gallagher of Scranton started her day Saturday by running 9 miles on the Lackawanna River Heritage Trail.

After that, she joined some four dozen volunteers who spent a few hours applying waterproofing sealant to a new
half-mile-long section of rail fence between the trail and river near the Elm Street trailhead in Scranton.

"I love this trail," Ms. Gallagher said as she brushed sealant on the pressure-treated fence rails and posts.

The volunteers turned out not only to work, but also to celebrate National Public Lands Day, the largest, single-day
volunteer event for public lands in the nation, according to the Lackawanna Heritage Valley National and State
Heritage Area.

The annual national day of caring, which aims to preserve and protect America's natural heritage, began in 1994.
Lackawanna Heritage Valley has participated in the event for the past five years.

"We maintain our trail primarily through volunteer support," said Owen Worozbyt, Lackawanna Heritage Valley's
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director of community outreach. "Projects like this wouldn't get done otherwise."

The fence is in a new 2-mile section of trail between Elm Street in South Scranton and Keyser Creek in Taylor that
opened in July.

The volunteers included students performing community service from the University of Scranton's Seniors for Smiles
group, Scranton High School's Pennserve group, and Riverside eighth-graders who made informational signs for the
river and trail in fourth grade at Riverside Elementary West School and will finally get to see them installed. Post
holes for those signs were dug Saturday.

"I promised them (in fourth grade) that when the trail was done I'd bring them back," said Riverside teacher Shawn
Murphy.

Scranton High School teacher and Pennserve club adviser Karen Sopinski said of her students performing
community service, "It helps them understand they need to give back and they take ownership in their community
and contribute in a positive way."

The Lackawanna River Heritage Trail is part of a trail system that forms a 70-mile path from New York's border to
the Susquehanna River in Pittston.

Contact the writer: jlockwood@timesshamrock.com, @jlockwoodTT on Twitter
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