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 Fall 2025 
Week of Friday 3:00 – 4:15 PM 

Aug 25 

Aug 29 – (LSC 133 reserved) 

Introductory Meeting 

 

Sep 1 

Sep 5 – (LSC 133 reserved) 

Sep 8 

Sep 12 - (LSC 133 reserved) 

 

Sep 15 

Sep 19 – (BRN 228 reserved) 

Chris Filachek ’96 –  

Software Development on the Mainframe – Does Anyone know Python, Java, and 

DevOps? 

 

 

 

Sep 22 

Sep 26 - (LSC 133 reserved) 

Chris Filachek ’96 and Lou Balzani ’16 –  

Software Development (and Opportunities To Do It) at IBM 

 

Sep 29 

Oct 3 - (LSC 133 reserved) 

Oct 6 
Oct 10 - (LSC 133 reserved) 

Last day of class before Fall break 

Oct 13 

Oct 17 - (LSC 133 reserved) 

Sho Technology Solutions – DevOps from the MicroSoft Perspective 

Oct 20 

Oct 24 - (BRN 228 reserved) 

 

Oct 27 

Oct 31 - (LSC 133 reserved) 

Dr. Mark Fenner - Generative AI:  Are we at Peak Hype? 

Nov 3 

Nov 7- (BRN 228 reserved) 

Nov 10 

Nov 14- (LSC 133 reserved) 

John Petren’95, G’97 and Dan Ricker’19, G’20 -  

Why You Should Get a Cybersecurity Certification 

Nov 17 

Nov 21- (LSC 133 reserved) 

Nov 24 
Thanksgiving break 

Dec 1 

Dec 5- (LSC 133 reserved) 

Student Internships, etc. Panel 

Current Students (including) – Clarke, Riley’26, Dolan, Joseph’26, Frier, David’G27, Gotiangco, 

Emily’26, Greenfield, Josh’G26, McBride, Denis’26, Prince, Brandon’27, Purvis, Jonathon’26, 

Readie, Brian’26, Romano, Michael’26, Shresta, Omi’26 

 

Dec 8 
Final Exams 
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 Fall 2025 
Date Presentation 

Sep-19-

2025 

Software Development on the Mainframe – Does Anyone know Python, Java, and DevOps? 

 
Chris Filachek ’96 

 

ABSTRACT: 

IBM Z, more commonly known as the “mainframe”, is a critical part of the world’s computing 

infrastructure and helps make modern life possible, powering finance, retail, travel, and other 

industries.  Many of you heard PJ Catalano talk about mainframe hardware testing last year and 

some of you saw it in person last April at IBM in Poughkeepsie, NY.  That was all about the 

hardware, but what does it mean to be a software developer for the mainframe?   

Like any technology (think about what your laptop or phone was like 10 or 15 years ago), the 

mainframe has evolved to take advantage of many new technologies.  Today’s mainframe supports 

open source, connects to other systems using standard protocols, and runs many of today’s popular 

languages.  While the mainframe is different where it matters, you might find more similarity to 

other platforms than you might expect.  Let’s talk about what it’s like to be a software developer on 

today’s mainframe. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY: 

Shortly before starting college in 1992, technology pundits predicted that the last mainframe would 

be turned off in 1996, which is the same year Chris graduated from the University of 

Scranton.  With these predictions, Chris never imagined working for IBM or on the 

mainframe.  However, through a series of chance meetings and a constant stream of challenging and 

interesting work, his first and only job after college was (and still is) working on z/TPF,  IBM’s high-

volume, real-time transaction processing system for the mainframe.  Mainframes are here for the 

long haul and so is Chris, who is currently a senior database and storage architect for z/TPF and is 

responsible for storage (disk), file systems, database managers, and other areas across z/TPF. 

   

Sep-26-

2025 

Software Development (and Opportunities To Do It) at IBM 

 

 
Chris Filachek ’96 and Lou Balzani ’16 

 

 

ABSTRACT: 

 

You’ve heard what the mainframe is - now hear how you can contribute to it! In this session, Current 

IBM interns, technical leaders, and managers will shed light on what it’s like to work in a software 

development capacity at a company as large as theirs and on a platform as mission-critical to the 

world as IBM Z. They will also share some of the upcoming employment opportuniti 

es available at IBM and how you can engage with those that are of interest. This is an open-dialogue 

session built for off-the-cuff discussion and plenty of Q&A, so be sure to bring questions! 
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BIOGRAPHY: 

Shortly before starting college in 1992, technology pundits predicted that the last mainframe would 

be turned off in 1996, which is the same year Chris graduated from the University of 

Scranton.  With these predictions, Chris never imagined working for IBM or on the 

mainframe.  However, through a series of chance meetings and a constant stream of challenging and 

interesting work, his first and only job after college was (and still is) working on z/TPF,  IBM’s high-

volume, real-time transaction processing system for the mainframe.  Mainframes are here for the 

long haul and so is Chris, who is currently a senior database and storage architect for z/TPF and is 

responsible for storage (disk), file systems, database managers, and other areas across z/TPF. 

Since graduating from the University of Scranton’s combined program in 2016, Lou has spent his 

entire career to date at IBM on the mainframe. With past experience in security support 

engineering and software ecosystem partnership development, he now serves as a manager for 

several mainframe operating system development teams, keeping his corner of the business on the 

cutting-edge while finding and empowering the next generation of top-tier technical talent at IBM! 

 

 . . . 

 

Oct-17-

2025 

DevOps from the MicroSoft Perspective 

 
Sho Technology Solutions 

 

ABSTRACT: 
 

Every software team has its own way of handling the software development lifecycle and DevOps. 

With so many tools and platforms available, some teams piece together different products while 

others rely on an all-in-one solution. Microsoft offers a complete set of tools that can support the 

entire process... from creating a user story to deploying code into production. In this session, we’ll 

walk through a high-level example that skims the surface across the full workflow, without diving 

too deep into any one area, and leave plenty of time for questions and discussion. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY: 

 

Jason Washo (U of S, MSSE ’13), Avish Shah (U of S, MSSE ’18), Thomas Meehan (U of S, BS CS 

’23), Devin Diehl (U of S, MSSE ’24), Matt Beckish (U of S, MSSE ’99) and Tyler Berkhimer 

(Keystone, CS '24) are software engineers at Sho Technology Solutions in downtown Scranton, PA. 

Sho builds its own technology products and also develops custom software for clients ranging from 

startups to Fortune 500 companies. Much of that work is built and managed using Microsoft DevOps 

and related tools. 

 

  
Oct-31-

2025 

Generative AI:  Are we at Peak Hype? 

 
Dr. Mark Fenner 

 

ABSTRACT: 

 

Separating reality from marketing-myth is always difficult, even more so in the face of billion dollar 

outlays and techno-prophet fantasies.  As we pass the five-year anniversary of GPT-3, I will talk 

about the current state of generative artificial intelligence across implementations, functionality, 

and enterprise deployment.   
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BIOGRAPHY: 

 

Dr. Fenner is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Computing Sciences. 

 

  
Nov-14-

2025 

Why You Should Get a Cybersecurity Certification 

 
John Petren’95, G’97 and Dan Ricker’19, G’20 

 

ABSTRACT: 
 

Getting a cybersecurity certification could be helpful to your career because it demonstrates to 

employers that you already know many cybersecurity concepts. During this presentation we will talk 

about the reasons why you should get a cybersecurity certification and some of the certifications 

that are available. We will also go over some of the material that is on the CompTIA Security+ 

certification exam. 

 

BIOGRAPHY: 

John Petren graduated from The University of Scranton in 1995 with a major in Computer Science 

and a minor in Philosophy (SJLA) and again in 1997 with a M.S. in Software Engineering.  

He has spent 25 years at Lockheed Martin in Valley Forge, PA. John recognized the importance of 

Cybersecurity in 2010 and began taking courses after work ‘for fun’. He quickly learned how ‘not fun’ 

it is, especially the tests. When required to attain a CompTIA Security+ certification in 2021, John 

studied for three months, passing in May; he recertified in April of 2024 (a much easier process).  

John and his family currently reside in Audubon, PA. His oldest recently began majoring in 

Cybersecurity at Temple University. 

Daniel Ricker graduated from The University of Scranton in 2019 with a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Computer Science and with a Master’s Degree in Software Engineering in 2020. Since then he has 

been working at Lockheed Martin in Owego, NY as a Software Engineer. 

   
Dec-05-

2025 

Student Internships, Etc. Panel 

 

Current Students (including) – Clarke, Riley ‘26, Dolan, Joseph ‘26, Frier, David ‘G27, Gotiangco, Emily 
‘26, Greenfield, Josh ‘G26, McBride, Denis ‘26, Prince, Brandon ‘27, Purvis, Jonathon ‘26, Readie, Brian ‘26, 

Romano, Michael ‘26, Shresta, Omi ‘26 

 

 

ABSTRACT: 

 

Current students will each offer brief presentations on their recent internship, and other such, 

experiences. Afterwards, they will serve as a panel to answer questions and to discuss their 

experiences. 

. . . 

 

  
 


