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My newest handbook is one that has been on my mind for twenty years but only eight
months ago the moment seemed right to address the question. There is no easy answer
to it--perhaps there is no answer to it at all. That said I hope that this investigation into
the impressions, reflections and opinions of a wide array of scholars, journalists and
thoughtful citizens will give us a better sense of who we are and who we aspire to be.
At our best a work in progress? Let's think about it. SM

Howard Gardner, Hobbs Research Professor of Cognition and
Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education
“An impressive collection of writings ably introduced and curated by
Sondra Myers. Even — perhaps especially — in an era of rapid
digital communication and miscommunication, we need to visit and,
indeed, revisit such seminal texts.”
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William M. Sullivan, Senior Scholar, New American Colleges and
Universities
“In this time of disinformation and intense partisan animosity, many are
asking how they can believe in democracy, even what America means
now. Look no further. Introduced with lucid commentaries, this book
invites its readers into a continuing conversation among a variety of
figures, past and present, seeking to make sense of the wide
dimensions, as well as the fuller potential, of the American project.
Perfect for focusing serious discussion as well as personal exploration of
what, despite serious failures and problems, makes America a land of
promise.”
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