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Summary of research assignment or task 
 
Students write a researched essay in which they analyze a passage from the Gospel of John 
according to its literary, historical, theological, interpretive, and scholarly contexts. This paper is 
completed in a multi-phase process with due dates spread throughout the semester, the first three 
of which focus on finding specific types of sources about their passage. The course instructor, Fr. 
Azar, provides handouts with resources that guide students in where to search for the different 
kinds of sources and how to format their paper and references in the Society of Biblical 
Literature (SBL) formatting style.  
 
I created a research guide for this course and assignment 
(https://guides.library.scranton.edu/theology/azar-trs315) that mirrors the content on Fr. Azar’s 
source-finding resource and embeds active links to the different search tools and resources he 
recommends they use. My research guide also adds searching tips for each resource where 
appropriate. The information literacy lesson is focused on teaching students how to use these 
resources to find the required sources for their papers and also on understanding the role of 
research in their papers. 
 
Classroom Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) – at least one, no more than three 
 
SLO 1: As a result of this information literacy instruction, students will engage in inquiry into 
historical interpretations of their John passage by accessing and studying Bible dictionaries and 
historical commentaries. 
 

https://guides.library.scranton.edu/theology/azar-trs315


SLO 2: As a result of this information literacy instruction, students will analyze their John 
passage through accessing and reading scholarly articles and essays from the sustained discourse 
on their passage. 
 
SLO 3: As a result of this information literacy instruction, students will understand the 
characteristics and benefits of book-length studies relevant to their John passage including how 
to search for and access books and scholarly reviews. 
 
How will you know how students are doing as they work toward meeting these outcomes? 
 
SLO 1: Successful completion of Phase 1 of the paper. 
 
SLO 2: Successful completion of Phase 2 of the paper. 
 
SLO 3: Successful completion of Phase 3 of the paper. 
 
Based on your experience teaching this class and any assessment of student work you were 
able to do, what can you change next time to improve how you teach it? Or, what was 
successful that you want to be sure to do again the next time you teach it? 
 
This information literacy prep was refreshed and updated from many semesters ago when I first 
taught information literacy in this course. The updates made to the course research guide were 
successful in bringing the search methodologies up to date with the tools and materials now 
available to student researchers about the Gospel of John.  
 
Several students took advantage of one-one-one research consultation assistance with me in the 
weeks after I taught the class. These meetings enabled me to gauge understanding and extend 
students’ knowledge and skills in researching this niche topic. For many if not most of the 
students in the course, this was their first experience doing biblical research on this level.  
 
One thing I could do to further assess the impact of my teaching the next time I teach this course 
would be to reach out to Fr. Azar at the end of the semester for an informal assessment of how 
students did on the research components of their final papers.  
 
 
Information Literacy Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) – at least one, no more than 
four – this information literacy instruction supports 
 
PLO2: Students will gain insight and understanding about diverse sources of information in 
order to evaluate and use resources appropriately for their information needs. 
 
PLO3: Students will identify the appropriate level of scholarship among publication types 
(scholarly journals, trade publications, magazines, websites, etc.) in order to critically evaluate 
the usefulness of the information for their research need. 
 



PLO4: Students will articulate the key elements in their research questions in order to develop 
and execute a search strategy. 


