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Summary of research assignment or task 
 
As of Spring 2023, this is a new course offered in the OT curriculum. In this course, students 
work in groups and are asked to research information on home modifications that support aging 
in place. Researched information will form the foundation for authoring and submitting a 
research proposal to the IRB (required to begin collecting data). Throughout this course the 
students conduct a literature review related to the specific home modification that their 
respective groups have been assigned or have decided on as their research topic. The final 
assignment in this course is the completion of each group’s literature review and the completion 
of an IRB application for each group’s chosen modification to study, as well as a plan for 
implementing the proposed research study. 
 
Classroom Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) – at least one, no more than three 
 
SLO 1: As a result of this information literacy instruction, students will be able to effectively 
build a database search string utilizing available tools such as the PubMed Search Builder and 
the National Library of Medicine’s Medical Subject Heading (MeSH) database. 
 
SLO 2: As a result of this information literacy instruction, students will understand the literature 
appraisal process and gain exposure to formalized literature appraisal tools to develop inclusion 
and exclusion criteria for their literature reviews.  
 
SLO 3: As a result of this information literacy instruction, students will understand advanced 
research skills such as retrospective and prospective database searching. 
 



How will you know how students are doing as they work toward meeting these outcomes? 
 
This is the first semester that this course was offered as a component of the OT curriculum. At 
the end of my instruction, I built in time for students to begin to work in their groups and start 
their literature searches. At this point, I circulate throughout the classroom answering any 
questions that arise and observing student work to see if they have begun to apply the conceptual 
material and research techniques we had just discussed and practiced in class in their groups. I 
also plan to correspond with the course instructors of this multi-section course and discuss how 
my instruction impacted student work throughout the rest of the semester and if the instructors 
themselves have specific constructive feedback for planning future information literacy 
instruction for this course. 
 
Based on your experience teaching this class and any assessment of student work you were 
able to do, what can you change next time to improve how you teach it? Or, what was 
successful that you want to be sure to do again the next time you teach it? 
 
I think this instruction went well overall and I was able to prepare the students in this course for 
the level of research that they were going to need to complete to succeed in the OT program. One 
thing I would reassess was the section of the lesson in which I discuss critical appraisal of 
literature. I would like to change this section into more of an active learning activity in which 
students would work in groups to utilize a formalized appraisal tool to examine specific pre-
identified literature. In my initial instruction in this course this lesson content was presented in 
more of a lecture style and may have ended up being more abstract in that context. I think with 
the added application of these literature appraisal frameworks in a hands-on, active pedagogical 
approach, students would have a more thorough and concrete understanding of implementing 
these appraisal tools in a functional research context. 
 
 
Information Literacy Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) – at least one, no more than 
four – this information literacy instruction supports 
 
PLO2: Students will gain insight and understanding about diverse sources of information in 
order to evaluate and use resources appropriately for their information needs. 
 
PLO3: Students will identify the appropriate level of scholarship among publication types 
(scholarly journals, trade publications, magazines, websites, etc.) in order to critically evaluate 
the usefulness of the information for their research need. 
 
PLO4: Students will articulate the key elements in their research questions in order to develop 
and execute a search strategy. 


