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Summary of research assignment or task 
 
Students in this First-Year Seminar are assigned a group presentation on poet Ilya Kaminsky’s 
collection of poems Deaf Republic (2019). While secondary sources are not required, they are 
strongly encouraged so students can effectively address key topics, themes, and connections in 
the poetry.  
 
The research challenge with this assignment is the fact that the subject of research has been 
published so recently; this makes it difficult to find traditionally published critical commentaries 
on the work. My approach to teaching students to research Kaminsky and his collection Deaf 
Republic combines traditional methods of using advanced search techniques in the English 
literature library databases and using openly available resources such as Google Scholar and 
Kaminsky’s professional website where he curates reviews and press related to his work. I 
developed a handout (attached) that lays out a toolkit of search tools and techniques customized 
to this subject and assignment.  
 
Classroom Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) – at least one, no more than three 
 
SLO 1: As a result of this information literacy instruction, students will understand the research 
process in relation to the assignment. 
 
SLO 2: As a result of this information literacy instruction, students will develop an 
understanding of how secondary sources about literature come to be in order to successfully 
search for and find sources that inform them about their shared subject. 



SLO 3: As a result of this information literacy instruction, students will synthesize what they 
learn about their shared subject and present their findings to their peers. 

How will you know how students are doing as they work toward meeting these outcomes? 

SLO 1: Observation during my class with them and their successful completion of their 
presentations. 

SLOs 2 and 3: Successful use of appropriate secondary sources in their oral presentations, 
including their contextualization of the sources when incorporated into their presented material. 

Based on your experience teaching this class and any assessment of student work you were 
able to do, what can you change next time to improve how you teach it? Or, what was 
successful that you want to be sure to do again the next time you teach it? 

This was a first-time information literacy prep for me and the class went well from my 
perspective. While I did not close the loop with Dr. Willenbrink and find out if students were 
successful at finding and using appropriate secondary sources about Kaminsky and his work in 
their final presentations, Dr. Willenbrink did request information literacy instruction again the 
following semester in Spring for the same assignment, which seems to indicate the support my 
lesson offered in Fall was helpful for students.  

Information Literacy Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) – at least one, no more than 
four – this information literacy instruction supports 

PLO2: Students will gain insight and understanding about diverse sources of information in 
order to evaluate and use resources appropriately for their information needs. 

PLO3: Students will identify the appropriate level of scholarship among publication types 
(scholarly journals, trade publications, magazines, websites, etc.) in order to critically evaluate 
the usefulness of the information for their research need. 

PLO5: Students will share ideas responsibly in a variety of formats and contexts in order to 
recognize themselves as knowledge creators. 



ENLT 142X Willenbrink - Poet Ilya Kaminsky’s collection of poems Deaf Republic (2019)

Places to search for secondary sources:

Kaminsky’s Professional Website: https://www.ilyakaminsky.com/

● Essays - these are authored by him but can get at some of the contextualizing questions
you may want to explore about his life and work (and the themes in Deaf Republic
specifically)

● Press - these are secondary sources reviews of his work (including Deaf Republic) that
describe the significance and impact of his writing

● About - overview biography of Kaminsky written by him (his PR team) which gets at key
facts that may help you contextualize Deaf Republic

Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com

● Search: kaminsky “deaf republic”
○ Explain quotation marks for phrasing a search

● Note difference between author and subject
○ Google Scholar doesn’t let us filter out one or the other so need to use critical

reading of citation info to make decisions about sources in results list
● If on campus, full text links on right side of screen
● Can still ILL request things that aren’t available full text (email me for help on this as

needed)

Library Databases - English Literature and Theatre list:

● MLA International Bibliography with Full Text
○ Show how to get to Kaminsky subject term search
○ Full text access links, ILL as needed, Cite tool, Save/Send

● Project MUSE
○ Advanced Search
○ Search: kaminsky AND “deaf republic”
○ Full text access links, ILL as needed, Cite tool, Save/Send

● JSTOR
○ Search: kaminsky AND “deaf republic”
○ Full text access links, ILL as needed, Cite tool, Save/Send

● Not in ENLT Database List, find it in ABC list - ProQuest Central
○ Search: kaminsky AND “deaf republic”
○ Show Subject Filter (e.g., deafness)
○ Full text access links, ILL as needed, Cite tool, Save/Send

Alas, he isn’t in formally published English Criticism Books yet (they take longer to
publish and this collection is from 2019), so no go on using the Library Catalog.

https://www.ilyakaminsky.com/
https://scholar.google.com

