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Summary of research assignment or task 
 
OT 120 is a foundational first-year course in the OT curriculum. In this course students are 
tasked with researching a specific practice area within the occupational therapy field. They are 
required to then find three sources concerned with this identified practice area, two of which 
must be peer-reviewed scholarly articles. The students are then required to write a short paper on 
their practice area and eventually give an in-class presentation that discusses their findings and 
contextualizes their chosen practice area within the broader field of occupational therapy. Each 
of these assignments must be presented utilizing APA formatting and style guidelines for the 
paper, and presentation, and all citations for each of the three assignments. 
 
Classroom Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) – at least one, no more than three 
 
SLO 1: Students will be able to evaluate the efficacy of a given source and determine its status 
with regard to the level of scholarship. 
 
SLO 2: Students will be able to formulate and execute a basic literature search in order to gather 
research materials on a specific topic.  
 
SLO 3: Students will be able to locate and access resources related to APA formatting in order to 
successfully cite their sources and format their research products. 
 
 
 
 



How will you know how students are doing as they work toward meeting these outcomes? 
 
In order to more accurately grasp students’ understanding of some of the material in this lesson I 
designed an initial activity in which students discuss with one another their prior knowledge in 
relation to evaluating sources of information, and also how they interpret the meaning of the 
terms “scholarly” or “research article” in relation to sources of information. I projected these two 
questions on the projector in front of the class as a Microsoft Word document. I then had the 
students discuss the answers to these two questions in pairs, and had them share the answers they 
came up with and recorded them in front of the class utilizing the projected Word document.  
 
This formative assessment method allowed me to capture what prior knowledge the students had 
related to questions of scholarly vs. non-scholarly materials and address in real-time any 
misconceptions or confusion around these ideas prior to me engaging in any sort of instruction 
related to the concepts and understanding the differences between these source types and 
techniques for identifying specific source types when database searching.  
 
I also utilized the white board when discussing how to develop a database search string drawing 
the information out of students on how to utilize Boolean operators and how to hone in on a 
descriptive search for a given topic in order to efficiently search library databases and literature 
on their given topic. Again, this allowed me to assess student understanding and correct 
difficulties in real-time while having them work with their peers and share their knowledge with 
each other prior to me instructing or formalizing their understanding of how library database 
searching functions.  
 
I also circulated throughout the room during these activities so that students could ask me any 
questions that arose. I assessed student learning by circulating throughout the room during their 
workshop time at the end of class in which they were directed to begin searching for literature on 
the topic. 
 
Based on your experience teaching this class and any assessment of student work you were 
able to do, what can you change next time to improve how you teach it? Or, what was 
successful that you want to be sure to do again the next time you teach it? 
 
I think the initial think/pair/share activity that I utilized at the beginning of the class session was 
successful in engaging students in the instruction and getting them to engage with one another in 
a thoughtful way. It was also very helpful in assessing what level the students arrived at when 
entering the classroom and therefore gave me invaluable insight in how to proceed throughout 
the remainder of the class and which areas of the concepts covered by that activity might need to 
be given more instructional time to ensure clear student understanding. I think I would structure 
this lesson similarly going forward with potentially attempting to provide more workshop time at 
the end of class, as a number of student questions tend to only arise once they have begun to 
engage in the literature searching process in earnest. 
 
 
 



Information Literacy Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) – at least one, no more than 
four – this information literacy instruction supports 
 
PLO2: Students will gain insight and understanding about diverse sources of information in 
order to evaluate and use resources appropriately for their information needs. 
 
PLO3: Students will identify the appropriate level of scholarship among publication types 
(scholarly journals, trade publications, magazines, websites, etc.) in order to critically evaluate 
the usefulness of the information for their research need. 
 
PLO4: Students will articulate the key elements in their research questions in order to develop 
and execute a search strategy. 


