TO: Faculty Senate

FROM: Tracy Stewart, Ph.D.
Interim Provost/SVPAA
DATE: November 5, 2025

SUBJECT:  Provost Report for November 2025

Provost

Tracy had the opportunity to meet with her AJCU peer in October. The wins and challenges are
similar across our sister institutions. Some of the larger universities and colleges (think Gonzaga,
BC, SU) experienced significant melt as the local state and elite universities addressed their own
major melt by pivoting waiting list students with generous packages. Loss of international
students is impacting everyone, as are the policy changes and shifts coming from DC.

A group of provosts/VPAAs will be meeting virtually to see if we can create a town-gown type
of partnership with large Al related businesses. This would hopefully support faculty research
and improve enrollment pathways. This initiative is being hosted by the SFU provost. Tracy will
be serving on this group.

Faculty Development
Intersession Grants 2026
The Faculty Development Board awarded the following Intersession Grants:

Joe Brague From Bench to Manuscript: Critical Period Loss of Gonadal Hormones
Differentially Regulates Dopamine-1 and Dopamine-2 Spiny Projections
neuron Dendritic Spine Morphology and Motor Behavior Via Regulation
of neurotrophic Mechanisms.

Michael Catalano Court Curbing and Judicial Review: State Supreme Courts with

Mandatory Jurisdiction.
Vincent Farallo Physiological Costs of Poison Sequestration by Dendrobatid Frogs
Beatriz Fontoura Beyond Earth’s soil: Assessing crip nutrients and toxic metals in off-

world agriculture.
Christopher Hauser  Is Significant Free Will Compatible with Moral Perfection?

Christopher Haw Curricular Improvements in Orientation Sessions for Newly Matriculated
Incarcerated Students at SCI Dallas.

Megan Heeder “Initiating Communities of Generosity: A Christian response to Food

and Social Inequality” for Submission to Villanova’s Journal of Catholic
Social Thought.
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Michael Jenkins Police & Society: An Applied and Evidence-Based Approach.

Vanessa Jensen Development of Research Environments in the Applied Behavior Analysis
Curriculum to Meet Accreditation Standards

Bibi Rafeiza Khan  Cytoskeletal Mutations and Plant Stress Resilience: A Follow-up to
Recent Discoveries in Arabidopsis thaliana.

Yibai Li Retrieval-Augmented Generation (RAG) with Large Language Models
for Mining Large-Scale Blockchain Literature

Rose Sebastianelli ~ The Role of Corporate Governance in Value Chain Carbon Management

Mehmet Yetim The Simulated C-Suite: Methodological And Ethical Implications Of
Using Artificial Intelligence To Impersonate Top Managers In
Qualitative Studies

Xinyu Zhou Balancing Empathy and Exploitation: The role of FLE Effort Narratives

in Shaping Consumer Judgements

Faculty Searches

Searches for Eighteen faculty members have been approved:
e CAS - 8 tenure-track positions and 2 faculty specialist positions
e LCHS — 4 tenure-track positions and 2 faculty specialist positions
e KSOM -1 faculty specialist position
e Library — 1 tenure-track position

Strategic Planning
The University Planning Committee (UPC) has continued its work to develop the next

University wide strategic plan. The committee has been reviewing feedback provided by faculty,
staff, and students following the release of the plan draft, which included two possible updates to
our current mission statement and a new proposed vision statement, to our University community

in early October, and is making refinements to address suggestions and questions. Requests to
discuss the drafts were made to all senates/student government. In addition to feedback received
through a campus-wide survey, Dr. Tracy Stewart and Kate Yerkes hosted three open forums; and
Kate has visited with the Staff Senate, Student Government, chairs and program directors in the
LCHS and CAS, and a variety of other stakeholders. Tracy had the opportunity to present the
draft to the Board in early October. Overall, feedback on the directions outlined in the plan has
been positive, as have comments on the proposed additions to our University mission statement
and new vision statement. Members of our community have rightly asked numerous questions
about how the plan will be implemented and aligned with other initiatives on campus and have
offered suggestions for implementation steps and strategy. The UPC will be finalizing the draft
plan package in the next week, sharing it next with the President’s Cabinet for its review and
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approval, ahead of submission to the Board of Trustees for its own approval in early December.
The plan will launch officially in the new year.

Middle States Accreditation
Work to prepare for our Middle States accreditation self-study evaluation is underway. Self-

Study Steering Committee co-chairs Dr. Mike Jenkins and Dr. Sarah Kenehan, with input and
guidance from Middle States staff, are developing the self-study calendar and workplan. Our first

deadline with MSCHE is the submission of a preliminary self-study design by January 30",
2026. The Design will outline information about our University, our goals for self-study, roles
and responsibilities, and calendar of work. In the weeks ahead, Mike and Sarah will be
outreaching to members of our community about potential service on the Steering Committee.
Learn more about Middle States accreditation and the self-study process on the Self-Study
website, and stay tuned for updates and more information as we continue forward during this
first year of work. Questions are welcome by emailing either of the co-chairs, or
selfstudy@scranton.edu.

Office of Student Support and Success
Disability Services:
e There have been 150 requests for academic accommodation (around 14.5% of incoming
first-year students).
e Matt Smith, Lauren Rivera and George Aulisio are looking for a new and permanent
Neurodiverse space (The HUB), a quiet study space for students to decompress, eat,
socialize and to use for 2x/month neurodiverse Game Night.

e Five Graduate Assistants support our students registered for accommodations with the
transition to college through priority academic coaching and test proctoring. Around 400
coaching sessions have taken place in the OSSS.

e New Accommodation training was presented (September 18). It was recorded and will be
sent to all faculty in the near future by Tara Hamilton-Fay as well as posted to
OSSS/CTE sites.

e Note-Taking assistance accommodation continues to be a struggle to fulfill especially in
1* year course. The hiring process delays delivery of notes to students with
accommodations.

e So far1001 exams have been proctored in the OSSS.

Tutoring:
e Tutoring services went ‘live’ Tuesday, September 3 — we have held 2384 sessions to date.
e A total of 140+ tutors have been hired to tutor over 145 subjects.
e OSSS introduced the CRLA’s (College Reading and Learning Association) International
Tutor Training Program in the 2024-25 year, with 61 tutors and 13 writing center
consultants achieving their certificates.
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A total of 14 new and returning Writing Center Consultants have been hired.

Center for Teaching Excellence

Workshop Attendance:

Unlocking Brightspace: Features for Interaction on September 30 and October 7. 3 total
[2 from Leahy, 1 from KSOM] This workshop explored Brightspace’s built-in tools to
engage students inside and outside the classroom, including checklists, seating charts, and
Panopto video quizzes and assignments.

Getting Started with Turnitin Al Detection on October 17. 7 total [1 KSOM, 2 Leahy, 3
CAS, 1 Library] In this workshop, presented by the Turnitin Team, we reviewed the
process for using Turnitin in Brightspace with a look at the new Al writing and Al
paraphrasing detection features. A recording of this session is available on the CTE
website.

Course Creation Reimagined: Leveraging GenAl for Streamlined Learning Design on
October 28 and November 4. 5 total [2 KSOM, 1 CAS, 2 Leahy, and 4 requests for the
recording] In this workshop we reviewed ways to streamline the course design process,
by using generative Al to create or revise syllabi, course maps, learning objectives, FAQ
pages, and announcement templates. We also discussed ways to enhance lecture
materials, develop case studies and custom scenarios, and design collaborative activities.
OEA/CTE ICC Assessment Workshop on November 3. 9 total [Included KSOM, CAS,
Leahy] Maria Squire from the OEA and Tara Hamilton-Fay from the OEA and CTE co-
hosted a workshop to assist faculty members with linking their course student learning
outcomes to the new ICC (Ignatian Core Curriculum) attribute learning outcomes.

Upcoming Workshops:

In anticipation of the transition from Zoom to Teams Meetings, CTE has been contacted
by several departments to provide program-specific training. Feel free to contact the CTE
Manager, Mary J. Murphy-Bowne at Ext. 4040 so we can support your department-
specific needs with custom programs.
Follow the CTE Community on Viva Engage for access to workshop resources and
information on upcoming events.
Course Evaluation Toolln collaboration with the Course Evaluation Committee, we have
made progress in identifying tools that can replace our homegrown course evaluation
tool, which will not be supported by Banner indefinitely. We have scheduled Demos with
key vendors. If interested in joining us for a Demo, please register on MyScranton site,
using the Employee CTE Events Card. The Demos are listed under the Brightspace
(D2L) Workshops. The demos will be recorded, and the recordings will be posted on the
CTE website.

Demo Schedule:

o Watermark, Thursday, November 6, 12:00 — 1:00 PM.

o Qualtrics Course Evaluation Solution, November 7, 12:30 — 1:30 PM
o Explorance Blue, November 14, 12:30 — 1:30 PM

o SmartEvals, November 19, 12:00 -1:00 PM
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Academic Integrity Tutorial
e  Work continues to deliver the academic integrity tutorial as a SCORM package (or
interactive online lesson) in Brightspace. The current focus is finding a way to carry over
information on completion to track students still needing to complete the tutorial.

Technical Consultation
e This month we welcomed a new TechCon to our department. Sophomore computer
science student, Austin Stankoski joined the team on October 29 and will continue cross-
training through early November. When Austin completes his training, he will be able to
help expand our evening support hours.
e TechCons are available for Brightspace support on weekdays between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00
p-m. and select weeknights and weekends. You can see the TechCon lab hours for this

semester on the CTE website.

Testing Brightspace Features
e We are currently testing some new features in Brightspace to help support your teaching.
We will provide guidance on using these features once they have been tested and are
made available.

o Panopto Video Quiz - this addition will allow you to add quiz questions to a
Panopto video and post the results to the gradebook.

o Kialo - this is a discussion tool designed to promote critical thinking through
structured online debates.

o Perusall — this is a social annotation tool that allows students to collaboratively
comment on documents, video, or audio content in small groups or as a whole
class.

o We are also investigating the best ways to integrate Teams meeting scheduling in
Brightspace.

Graduate Academic & Student Services
e On Friday, November 14 from 3:00 — 5:00PM, there will be a graduate student social
held in the Graduate Student Hub in McGurrin Hall. All graduate students have been
invited, and graduate program directors have been notified.

College of Arts and Sciences
e A part-time animal caretaker search has conducted interviews and an offer extended.

Awaiting confirmation before an announcement can be made.

e In addition to the 3 TT faculty positions approved in September (Microbiology,
Mechanical Engineering and Organic Chemistry), additional searches were approved for
TT lines in Philosophy, Math, Theology/Religious Studies, Physiology, and English. Two
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faculty specialist lines were approved for Special Education and Social Media
(Communication).

The Jesuit Center along with KSOM, LCHS, and CAS deans are hosting a first-year full-
time faculty Jesuit dinner on December 10th at Spm in TDC 405.

CAS department and program directors submitted budget justifications for all of their 710
lines by October 31st. The dean, associate dean, and assistant dean will spend November
meeting with each group and solidifying recommendations to build out the FY27 budget
to Finance by January.

Course fees are being reviewed to determine if they are at the right level, need increased,
or need to be added. Updates have been sent to the provost and in turn Finance for review
and will go before the BOT to be voted on to be implemented for the FY27.

Dan and Bryn are continuing to visit departments this fall to provide refreshers about
advising to the faculty.

The University of Scranton and Loyola University Maryland MOU has now been signed,
which creates pipelines for each institution to send our undergraduates to our graduate
programs that are distinctive.

Revitalizing assessment continues to be an area of emphasis. To that end, we have now
identified full committee membership for the Assessment Committee for the College of
Arts and Sciences (ACCAS). Additionally, department chairs and program directors met
with OEA Director and CAS OEA Fellow along with the dean and associate dean to
review and modify existing PLO’s to ensure they are no more than 6 and written in
assessable ways. The ACCAS committee will hold its first meeting this week and will
continue to follow up on this work. Impact reports for Asian Studies, BCMB, Catholic
Studies, Latin American Studies, and Women’s studies are being submitted by Dec. 8.
Program reviews for Mathematics, Theology and Religious studies, English/theater,
International Relations, Philosophy, and Political Science and Public Policy and Service
is ongoing.

Middle States Commission on Higher Education came to the Dallas SCI on October
14,2025 to meet with prison administrators, University of Scranton administrators and
faculty, as well as our Dallas students as part of their evaluation for the Dallas campus to
be considered a separate location for the university rather than an experimental site. We
are awaiting the decision of Middle States but felt that the visit went quite well. Thanks
to Chris Haw and Kate Yerkes for their coordination of this site visit.

Thanks to Dr. Bryan Burnham for hosting a data science competition for our students on
October 28, 2025.

Environmental science students along with faculty (Chris Howey & Terry Sweeney),
Mark Murphy, Carolyn Barry, and Dan Marenda attended the 35th annual evening for
Northeast Pennsylvania’s Environment on 10/23/25 where we interacted with industry
and non-profit businesses focused on improving the environment. An additional highlight
was that the Emerging Environmental Leader Award was given to Jordan Wagner ’25.
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Thanks to Dr. Brian Snee in his role as Program Director for CEEPS (Center for Ethics
and Excellence in Public Service) for hosting on campus both the mayoral and County

Commissioner Debates for the upcoming election.

Weinberg Memorial Library

The Library was awarded an Ethics Across the Curriculum Grant to host a two-day

faculty development workshop whose purpose will be to guide the cohort of faculty who
teach First-Year Digital Technology (FYDT) courses in developing their knowledge and

pedagogy in support of the new First Year Digital Literacies (FYDL) attribute of the

Ignatian Core Curriculum (ICC) with an emphasis on the ethical dimensions of
information literacy (IL). More information on applying to this workshop will come later.

The Heritage Room is currently hosting two exhibits:

@)

“A Life of Service: Celebrating David J. Wenzel.” An exhibit in collaboration
with CEEPS pays tribute to former Scranton Mayor and university alumnus David
Wenzel.

= A reception was hosted on Wednesday, November 5, in the Charles Kratz
Scranton Heritage Room

“From Manuscript to Print: Medieval Manuscripts and Books in the [WML].”
Featuring an exhibit of medieval material from the McHugh Family Special
Collections. The Library has long held a collection of three complete manuscripts
and seven books printed before 1500. These were traditionally called incunables,
which, loosely translated from Latin, means books from the cradle of printing.
During the past 25 years, Special Collections has added a few dozen manuscript
leaves and fragments as well as facsimiles of medieval manuscripts. This exhibit
will showcase the Library's oldest and rarest materials. The exhibit will run
through December 12.

* On November 13 at 5:30 p.m., Prof. Michael Knies will speak on the
production and use of medieval manuscripts and early printed books in the
Heritage Room. A reception hosted by the Friends of the WML will follow
the talk.

Library Service and Scholarship

o

Library Faculty and Staff attended and presented at the annual PA Library
Association Conference.
= Prof. Kate Cummings and Prof. Sylvia Orner presented “Libraries and Al
2.0: Prompt Writing for Librarians and Library Workers.”

= Prof. Kate Cummings presented with Heather Lindskold from Altoona
Area Public Library, “Championing Freedom: Libraries as Guardians of
Intellectual Freedom and Social Justice.”
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= Prof. Sheli Pratt-McHugh presented “Information Literacy for Real Life:
Debunking TikTok Videos with Library Resources.”
= Prof. Marleen Cloutier presented a poster, “Preparing for Data Migration.”
= Melisa Gallo served as moderator for three sessions.
o Prof. Kate Cummings was elected 1% Vice-President/President-Elect of the
Pennsylvania Library Association
o Prof. Sheli Pratt-McHugh was appointed as the PalLA Awards Chairperson for
2026.

Art Gallery
e From October 20 through December 12, 2025, the Art Gallery is hosting an exhibition

titled “The Anthracite Coal Industry of Northeastern Pennsylvania: Selected Paintings,
Sculptures, and Works on Paper from Public and Private Collections: 1829-1959”
o On October 24, 2025, a curator lecture was delivered by Richard Stanislaus.

o On November 7 at 5:00 p.m., a lecture on “New Deal Post Office Murals in
the Anthracite Regions of Northeastern Pennsylvania will be delivered in the
Pearn Auditorium by David Lembeck. A public reception will follow the
lecture in the Hope Horn Art Gallery.

IDEA Center
The IDEA Center continues to expand its role as a hub for innovation, interdisciplinary
collaboration, and community engagement.

e Academic Collaboration: The IDEA Center has collaborated with faculty across
departments, including Education, Theology, Occupational Therapy, Engineering,
Physical Therapy, English, and Communications. Many of these collaborations have
focused on designing projects that integrate digital fabrication, design thinking, and
modern technology into the learning process and application of knowledge.

e Community Engagement: The Center hosted multiple outreach events, including the
Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce’s tours for local educators, civic leaders, local
business owners, and industry partners. We have also served local community members
by creating products and content and supporting creative expression. We have also
worked closely with the Small Business Development Center in offering value to our
local community. These visits have strengthened the University’s role as a regional
catalyst for workforce development and innovation.

e Student and Faculty Involvement: The IDEA Center has supported a range of student-
driven projects in 3D design, laser engraving, woodworking, podcast production, and
digital media. Faculty and staff members have used the space to expand research and
teaching practices through prototyping and interdisciplinary collaboration, and to utilize
resources to expand their creative endeavors.

o Strategic Partnerships: Partnerships continue to develop with NEIU 19, Marywood
University, local non-profits and businesses, and local school districts to promote K—12
STEM and arts education. Discussions and planning are underway for additional
partnerships and events.
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Facility and Center Enhancements: The Center’s fabrication, design, 3D printing
capabilities, laser engraving, CNC milling, and a professional-grade podcast studio have
enhanced the opportunities of our Scranton community. Updated safety policies, intake
procedures, and scheduling systems have been implemented to support responsible and
efficient use of resources. A website was launched and can be accessed here:
https://www.scranton.edu/academics/idea-center/index.shtml

Schemel Forum

On Friday, November 7, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm, Consul General Mateusz Sackowicz of the
Republic of Poland spoke on “Global Insights from Poland’s Consul General.”

On Thursday, November 20, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm, Matthew Duss, Executive Director for
the Center for International Policy, will speak on “America is Ready for a Pro-Peace
Foreign Policy. Is Washington?

Ethics Across The Curriculum & Slattery Center

Lectures

On Thursday, October 2, internationally recognized leadership expert Chip Pitts, J.D.,
delivered a campus-wide lecture entitled “Ethical Leadership: Walking with the
Excluded.” The lecture took place from 7-8:30pm in the Pearn Auditorium in Brennan
Hall (Room 228). Today’s world faces a profound social and environmental polycrisis,
with near-record fear and uncertainty amplified by technologies like Al and social media
that fuel rising disinformation, authoritarianism, and threats to democracy, scientific
integrity, independent media, education, and progress. Drawing on his own experiences
as well as Jesuit and global ethical traditions, Pitts’ talk called for a reinvigorated kind of
leadership that embraces servant, shared, values-based, and transformational models of
leadership to rediscover both hope and practical paths toward systemic personal and
collective action solutions that more effectively confront today’s interconnected

crises. This event was sponsored by the University’s Ethics Across the Curriculum
Initiative.

On Monday, October 6, at 6:00pm in the Pearn Auditorium (Brennan Hall 228), Dr. Jenell
Johnson, Professor in the Department of Communication Arts at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, and Director of the Holtz Center for Science and Technology
Studies, talked about the rhetorical history of lobotomy in her talk "Lobotomy’s Legacy:
Lessons for Contemporary Ethics." This event was sponsored by the Ethics Across the
Curriculum Initiative.

On Tuesday, October 7, Kevin Soucie presented “Chanteur of French Songs™ at 6:00pm
in the Slattery Center. With guitar in tow, Kevin Soucie has been singing French songs
since his college days in Montreal. What began as a hobby, has developed into a passion
for the French chanson. Soucie, a native of Milwaukee, has used his craft to entertain and
inspire French language students by performing at numerous schools and colleges
including the University of Wisconsin-Madison, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee,
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay, Lawrence University, College of Charleston, and the
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University of Minnesota-Morris. Kevin Soucie has also delighted francophile audiences
for the Alliance Francaise organizations in Milwaukee, the Fox Cities, Des Moines,
Albuquerque, Phoenix and has performed at the popular Bastille Days festivals in
Milwaukee. He is also a regular guest performer on the AF of Milwaukee’s “Rive
Gauche” radio program. This event was sponsored by the Slattery Center.

On Thursday, October 16, Dr. Bill Conlogue delivered a lecture titled, “Our Common
Home: Scranton and the Environment.” During this talk, Dr. Conlogue offered an
introduction to the relationship between Scranton and the environment, telling stories that
stretch from local narratives of extraction to planetary tales of fire. The event took place
in Brennan 228 at 5:30pm. This lecture was sponsored by the Slattery Center.

On Tuesday, October 21 at 5:30pm, John Munayer, the Director of International
Engagement at Jerusalem’s Rossing Center for Education and Dialogue, and Hana
Bendowsky, Program Director of the Jerusalem Center for Jewish-Christian Relations,
came from Jerusalem to speak on “Jewish-Christian Relations in the Wake of Oct. 7th
and the War in Gaza.” John is a Palestinian Christian and Hana an Israeli Jew who have
worked together for many years, engaging Jews and Christians in the Holy Land and
elsewhere in dialogue and peace efforts. The event took place in Brennan Hall, Room 228
(The Pearn Auditorium). This event was sponsored by The Slattery Center, Marywood
University, Ellacuria Initiative, Judaic Studies, and the Theology and Religious Studies
Department.

On Thursday, October 23, Dr. Richard Kim (Associate Professor of Philosophy at Loyola
University Chicago) delivered a campus-wide lecture on “Nature, Flourishing, and
Disability in Aristotle and Mencius.” The lecture took place from 5:30-7:00pm in the
PNC Auditorium (Loyola Science Center, Room 133). In his talk, Prof. Richard Kim
examined Aristotle’s and Mencius’s accounts of human nature and human flourishing,
showing how they offer overlapping yet divergent visions of the good life. Prof. Kim
highlighted Aristotle’s emphasis on rational capacities and Mencius’s focus on the
cultivation of innate moral inclinations. He then explored how these differing frameworks
can shape our understanding of the relationship between disability and the possibility of
flourishing. This event was sponsored by the University’s Ethics Across the Curriculum
Initiative and Asian Studies Program.

On Friday, November 7, Mr. David Lembeck (Independent Scholar; affiliated with the
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Pennsylvania Humanities Council,
and National New Deal Preservation Association) will deliver a campus-wide lecture
entitled “New Deal Post Office Murals in the Anthracite Regions of Northeastern
Pennsylvania.” The lecture will take place at 5:00 PM in Brennan 228. A reception will
follow from 6:00 to 8:00 PM in the Hope Horn Gallery in Hyland Hall. Drawing on
research into public art projects of the 1930s and 1940s, Mr. Lembeck will address
anthracite mining themes in New Deal post office murals throughout northeastern
Pennsylvania. His talk is held in conjunction with the gallery exhibition “The Anthracite
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Coal Industry of Northeastern Pennsylvania: An Anthology of Art, 1865—

1945,” scheduled for presentation at the Hope Horn Gallery from October 2025 through
March 2026. This event is sponsored by The University of Scranton Art and Music
Program, History Department, the Hope Horn Gallery, and the Slattery Center.

On Tuesday, November 11, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine (Rabbi Stanley M. Kessler Distinguished
Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies, Hartford International University for
Religion and Peace; University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies Emerita,
Vanderbilt University) will deliver a campus-wide lecture entitled “The Bible, Gender,
and Sexuality: Historical Insights and Contemporary Relevance.” The lecture will take
place at 5:00 PM in Brenna 228.In her talk, Dr. Levine will explore how Biblical texts
have both shaped and been shaped by cultural understandings of gender and sexuality. By
providing historical context to illuminate the original meanings of these texts, she will
examine how ancient perspectives continue to inform, challenge, and complicate modern
conversations around identity and inclusion. This lecture is part of a series of speakers
who will speak throughout the academic year on LGBTQ matters and the Church
(additional speakers TBA once the details are confirmed). This event is sponsored by The
Slattery Center and The Jesuit Center.

On Wednesday, November 19, Dr. Robert Nicastro (Executive Director, Center for
Christogenesis) will deliver a campus-wide lecture entitled “Teilhard s Revolution: From
Fragmented Knowledge to Integrated Consciousness.” The lecture will take place at 5:00
PM in Brennan Hall, Room 228 (The Pearn Auditorium). In his talk, Dr. Nicastro will
examine how Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a Jesuit scientist writing decades before the
digital age, anticipated today’s challenges regarding technology and artificial intelligence.
Teilhard’s “ethics of seeing the whole” recognizes love as the core energy of the
evolutionary process, generating greater complexity and consciousness while preserving
each person’s unique identity. By integrating science, philosophy, and theology into a
single cosmic vision, Teilhard offers insights for navigating questions of emergence,
justice, and responsibility as the boundaries between humans and Al continue to blur.
This event is sponsored by the University’s Ethics Across the Curriculum Initiative.

On Thursday, November 20, Dr. David McPherson (Professor of Philosophy at the
University of Florida’s Hamilton School for Classical and Civic Education) will deliver a
campus-wide lecture entitled “Spiritual Alienation and the Quest for God.” The lecture
will take place from 5:30-7:00pm in the PNC Auditorium (Loyola Science Center, Room
133). Drawing on material from his forthcoming book Spiritual Alienation and the Quest
for God (a project funded through a John Templeton Foundation grant and under contract
with Oxford University Press), Professor David McPherson will explore and respond to
what he calls “the problem of spiritual alienation.” He’ll discuss how the "spiritual
alienation" he has in mind takes three main forms: self-alienation (or lack of integration
with the good); alienation from others (including God, on a theistic view); and alienation
from the world (or lack of a meaningful sense of one’s place in the world). He’ll then
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explore we might seek to overcome such alienation in our lives. This event is sponsored
by the University's Ethics Across the Curriculum initiative.

On Thursday, December 4, Dr. Timothy O’Connor (Mahlon Powell Professor of
Philosophy & Cognitive Science at Indiana University) will offer a campus-wide
Humanities Forum lecture entitled “Do the Brain and Behavioral Sciences Show That
Free Will is an Illusion?.” The lecture will take place from 5:30-7:00pm in the PNC
Auditorium (Loyola Science Center, Room 133). Some science popularizers contend that
a raft of studies and findings from the brain and behavioral sciences show that the
common belief that we have a robust kind of free will is an illusion. However, Prof.
O’Connor will argue that this conclusion is rooted in a mistaken philosophical
understanding of free will. On a better understanding, the human sciences are sketching
the contours and limits — and fragility — of creaturely freedom. This Humanities Forum
event is sponsored by the Slattery Center (additional Humanities Fora will be offered in
the Spring).

Theatrical Productions

A Doll's House, Part 2 by Lucas Hnath will run from November 5-November 9 in the
Studio Theatre. The show will be directed by Sean Meehan and will feature Kiley Lotz
(AEA) as a guest actor playing Nora. Plot: In the final scene of Ibsen’s 1879
groundbreaking masterwork, Nora Helmer makes the shocking decision to leave her
husband and children and begin a life on her own. This climactic event—when Nora
slams the door on everything in her life—instantly propelled world drama into the
modern age. In 4 Doll's House, Part 2, many years have passed since Nora’s exit. Now,
there’s a knock on that same door. Nora has returned. But why? And what will it mean for
those she left behind? This event is sponsored by the Ethics Across the Curriculum
Initiative, The Jane Kopas Women’s Center, The Dept. of English & Theatre, the
Academic Theatre Program, and the University Players.
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