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Inside this issue, readers will find information about our “team” members and a list of scholarly
activities and teaching projects that faculty have been working on.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone for their continued support of the WLC department, from the
faculty to our wonderful students, to the Language Lab work-study helpers and tutors. We are
especially grateful for the help of Graduate Assistant Luis Vasquez who has joined the department this
year. A special thank you, as always, goes out to our department administrative assistant JoAnne
Jurkiewicz. Our department is thankful to all the individuals who continue to make it thrive.

Have a great semester everyone!

-Dr. Marzia Caporale
Professor of French and Italian
Chair, World Languages and Cultures

Adjunct Faculty Spotlight

Ignacio Diaz

Professor Diaz is a native Spanish Speaker from Oaxaca.
Ignacio studied primary education for many years in
Oaxaca. When Ignacio arrived in Scranton he got involved
in “Escola” an ESL community non-profit organization.

Ignacio understood the needs of people in the ESL
community as well as the need for English speakers to
learn Spanish. He worked for the Escola program years
ago and was invited to the University of Scranton by Dr.
Parsons to talk about the Escola program in his classes.

After that, he started teaching Spanish at the university.

Ignacio teaches basic/intermediate Spanish. What makes him want to continue teaching is the
engagement and interests of his students. Seeing their interest and how they say they will use it in their
future professions. The excitement and participation of the students bring him joy and it fuels his
passion as well.

Ignacio is very grateful to the University for their support throughout his time here. Ignacio enjoys
meeting the Visiting and Fulbright Teaching Assistants in the department because of their diverse
perspectives and energies. He has a lot of appreciation for his students’ passion and desire for learning.

“Do not take

What advice would you give a student trying to learn another the opportunity
language? to learn another
In one of Ignacio’s classes, students did a writing assignment about their language and
families. Many students recognized and appreciated the sacrifices their engage in a new
families made to put them in the position they are in. Ignacio’s advice is to culture for

continue to recognize those sacrifices: Do not take the opportunity to learn

2
another language and engage in a new culture for granted. granted.

- Ignacio Diaz
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Faculty Scholarship

Dr. Marzia Caporale

Dr. Caporale presented a conference paper entitled: “’Cultiver son jardin,” une alternative a la
migration ? Ecoféminisme dans le roman des femmes d’Afrique francophone.” Society for French
Studies' 65th Annual Conference in Stirling, UK.

Dr. Caporale contributed a book chapter by the title “Queering Masculinities: Reinterpreting Gender
Boundaries in Contemporary Italian Pop Culture.” In Queer Identities in Popular Culture Since
2010, Laura Getty and Joseph Vice eds. To be published by McFarland, Fall 2024-Winter 2025.

Dr. Caporale was the chief editor of the volume entitled Gender in
French Banlieue Cinema: Intersectional Perspectives. Lexington

GENDER Press, 2024 (Pictured left).

IN FRENCH
BANLIEUE Dr. Habib Zanzana

CINEMA Dr. Zanzana published a book with Dr. Marzia Caporale and Claire

Intersectional Perspectives

Mouflard titled, Gender in French Banlieue Cinema. Intersectional
Perspectives, Lexington Books, July 2024.

Dr. Zanzana also had the following papers accepted for conference
presentations:

1) “Courage Under Occupation: Female Resistance in World War II
Edited by Cinema” at the European Studies Conference, The University of

Marzia Caporale, Claire Mouflard,

R Habih Zaarans Nebraska, October 2024.

2) “Healing Across Cultures: Disease Narratives in Jhumpa Lahiri’s
The Interpreter of Maladies and Abraham Verghese’s the Covenant of Water” at the Narratives of
Disease in Literature and Culture Conference, University of Novi Sad, October 2024.

3) “Moctezuma and the Five Might Suns: The Resurrection of the Aztec Empire: A Spanish Legend” at
the International Multilingual Creative Writing Conference, New York, November 2024.

4) “Visual Suspense and Identity: A Cinematic Comparison of Italian Giallo and Ripley” at NeMLA,
Philadelphia, March 2025.

Dr. Virginia Picchietti

Dr. Virginia Picchietti, Professor of Italian, published her essay, “ Dira cose molto importanti sulla
nostra bellissima patria’: The Representation of the Italian Shoah in Roberto Benigni’s La vita € bella
(Life Is Beautiful)," in the refereed journal, Italian Quarterly, published by Rutgers University.

The book she co-edited, entitled Grazia Deledda's Painterly Aesthetic, was accepted for publication.

She contributed the chapter "Marianna Sirca, Alexandra Bergson, and Marie Tovesky Shabata:
Understanding Grazia Deledda and Willa Cather’s Female Protagonists through Berthe Morisot’s
Impressionist Paintings" to the book.
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Dr. Yamile Silva

Awards:

Dr. Silva was selected as winner for the best scholarly Collaborative Project by the
international professional organization GEMELA (Grupo de Estudios de la Mujer en
Espafa y las Américas pre-1800) for her co-edited the dossier “ ‘Yo llana estoy’: Jerarquias,
transgresiones y despliegues de género en América hispana colonial (1492-1898),”
published at Revista de Estudios de Género y Sexualidades 48.1. (2022). This dossier was
co-edited with Dr. Ana Maria Diaz Burgos (Oberlin College) and consisted of an
introduction, five essays, and two academic interviews for a total of 50,000 words. In the
announcement, the jurors recognized the outstanding scholarship of this coedited dossier.
The awards ceremony was held in Puebla, Mexico, in September 2024.

Appointments:
Dr. Silva was elected as the new General Editor (2025-2030) of the leading journal
Revista de Estudio de Género y Sexualidades, which is published by MSU Press
https://ojs.msupress.org/index.php/REGS/about.

Publications:
Her chapter “La conquista del espacio en la relacion de Gerénimo de Ypori” will be
published in the volume “Literatura colonial en transiciéon” published by the Argentine
press EDUVIM (December 2024) and edited by Dr. Amber Brian (Iowa University) and
Rocio Quispe-Agnoli (MSU).

Work in Progress:
Dr. Silva is working on the coauthored monograph “Voces de mujeres en el archivo colonial
rioplatense. Siglos XVI-XVIII” with Drs. Loreley El Jaber (Universidad de Buenos Aires)
and Mariselle Meléndez (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign).

Talks:
Dr. Silva presented her paper ““Quiero que me des satisfaccién a mi y al mundo”: Relaciéon
de los ultrajes a los indios en los Reinos del Pera (1664)” in the Latin American Studies
Association (LASA) conference in Bogota, Colombia on June 15, 2024.

11113

Service to the University:
Dr. Silva volunteered and assisted a facilities candidate with translation in June 2024. She
also serves as the faculty liaison for the Spanish student club.

Service to the Profession:
By invitation, Dr. Silva served as program track chair (Literature and Culture) for the Latin
American Studies Association (LASA) for the Annual Conference to be celebrated in
Bogota, Colombia, in June 2024.

Dr. Silva serves this year as Chair of the Executive Council of the Colonial Section, Latin
American Studies Association (LASA).

She co-organized the pre-LASA conference (Colonial Section) celebrated on June 11, 2024,
at the Museo Colonial de Bogota.
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Fulbright TAs and Visiting Instructors:
Introductions

Emma Leclercq, Fulbright TA from France

~ Bonjour ! Directly imported from France, your soon-to-be favorite French
teacher has lived in many countries, such as Spain, Australia and now the USA.
. We can definitely assume she will have an open mind for any concerns you
might have, but also, as a good French cliché, she is always ready for a nice chat.
From philosophy to movies to "why is the line I just picked the slowest' when
shopping, she'll be delighted to vent about it together.

Hi, Z A2 51 ! I'm Erii Unuma. I'm from Nagoya, Japan. Do you know where
Nagoya is? It’s between Tokyo and Osaka, located in the middle of Japan. It’s
the 4t biggest city in Japan. After I graduated from university, I worked for 3
years in Nagoya, and then I went to Vietnam to start my teaching job. I've been
teaching Japanese there for 2 years. I like yoga, bouldering, cats, and eating.
I've been to 13 countries but never been to Europe, so I want to go there
sometime! Of course, I want to travel all over the US as well. Please let me know
your favorite places or good places to travel in the US! I am looking forward to
meeting you all! Let’s study Japanese!

|

= Hello everyone ! My name is Rym Ben Rehouma and I am
from Tunis, Tunisia. I am honored to be the Arabic FLTA for this
year (Foreign Language Teaching Assistant). My Tunisia is a north
African-Mediterranean country famous for its couscous, harissa,
olives and olive oil. It is also home to the world’s first officially-
recognized university, University Ez-Zitouna. Even though it is a
small country, Tunisian culture is highly rich and diverse
(influenced by Carthaginian, Roman, Arab, Jewish, Christian,
French and Turkish cultures).

I am an English teacher and a teacher trainer. My major was
English/American literature and civilization, as I graduated from
Ecole Normale Supérieure (ENS) in Tunis. Aside from my interest in the American culture, I like
reading, working out, and travelling.

I am very excited to share my culture with my students and everyone here at Scranton, and I am equally
eager to meet new people and learn about different cultures.
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Fabian Bizcocho, Fulbright TA from Spain

jHola a todos! I’'m Fabian, the Spanish teacher for the upcoming year. I’'m
from Spain and | was born in the city of Seville, located in the South of Spain
and the capital of the region of Andalusia. | took a major in Translation and
Interpreting, where | could learn many interesting languages such as
Chinese, Japanese or German. | took a year abroad in the National Taiwan
University to improve my Chinese and some years after graduation | took a
Masters in Teaching English and Spanish as Foreign Languages, since
languages were my devotion. The culture in my country is probably very
different from what you’re probably exposed to (countries from South
America), so I’'m sure you will be able to discover lots of interesting stuff in
my classes. In regard to my hobbies, I love videogames, swimming, taking long Walks and listening to
Pop Music. jNos vemos por aqui! Un saludo a todos, Fabian Bizcocho Reina.

Oliwia Doroszko, Fulbright TA from Germany

Hallo or better yet Moin!

My name is Oliwia, and I will be teaching German at the University of Scranton
for the academic year 2024/25. In Germany I tend to use ‘Moin’ rather than
‘Hallo’ to greet somebody as I was raised and lived in a town in Schleswig-
Holstein in the very north of Germany. It even takes me less then 40 minutes
to drive to the beach. I did my bachelors and masters in Kiel, which we call the
sailing city, with a focus on English, French and Education. During my
bachelor’s I was given the opportunity to do an internship in Bluffdale, Utah
and knew from that moment that I wanted to come back and teach some more.
Especially after gaining more methodological and technological expertise while
working at an edtech startup for the past 1.5 years. Therefore, I am truly
thankful for the chance to come back to the United States as a Fulbright scholar, allowing me to
immerse myself in intercultural communication and relations while following my passion for teaching.

In my free time I love to explore the outdoors, especially forests and national parks (I already visited
Zion National Park and Bryce Canyon) but also like to listen to my favorite true crime podcast or watch
some true crime documentaries. I am looking forward to meeting you all and feel free to yell a ‘Moin’
when you see me!

Chih-Yi Wu, Taiwanese Ministry of Education Teaching
Chinese Abroad Program Mandarin Teacher

AZKEF (dajiahido) ! My name is Chih-Yi Wu (RZ & wi zhi yi). I'm from Taoyuan,
Taiwan. Taiwan is a beautiful island in the heart of Asia. We have lots of good food
and fantastic hand-shaken drinks, such as braised pork rice and milk tea with boba
and taro balls. I majored in teaching Chinese as a second language at the National
Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, the Capital of Taiwan, which is famous for
Taipei 101 and the clean metro. I was a 2022-2023 Fulbright FLTA at the United
. States Military Academy (West Point) for teaching Chinese. Hudson River,
! - mountains, eagles, ‘Yes, Ma’am,” and a big group of kind-hearted army people was

my life then. I felt like I belonged there and this motivated me back to the United
States again. I'm planning to pursue a higher degree in international affairs, especially the relations
between the U.S., China, and Taiwan. Come to my class! Let’s talk more about what you are interested
in, and you will know how to get a cup of boba tea with less sugar and normal ice!
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Student Spotlights

By: Luis Vasquez

Fall 2024

Year: Junior
Major: Early and Primary Education

Minor: Thinking about adding a minor in
International Studies

Were you exposed to another language
growing up? What made you interested
in studying Spanish?

Yes, I was exposed to another language at
home, Arabic. We are originally from Palestine,
but my parents were born in Jordan. Also, my
parents would take me to Jordan to visit
extended family during the summer. I've
decided to study Spanish because it is the
second most spoken language in the United
States. I've always loved learning about
different languages and cultures.

What has been your favorite language
class? Why?

Spanish has been my favorite language class
because I enjoy learning it and we have fun in
class.

What is the best thing about studying a
language at the University of Scranton?

The best thing about studying a language at the
University of Scranton is meeting the Fulbright
visitors from various countries. Every year, I
would become friends with the Fulbright
visitors. I enjoy getting to know them.

What is one of your favorite memories or
things you have learned while studying
Spanish at the University of Scranton?

My favorite memory while studying a language,
Spanish, at the University of Scranton was
connecting with the Fulbright instructors and
learning about their language, country, and
culture. I have learned so many things about
Argentina, Tunisia, Kuwait, Spain,

Edited by: Luis Vasquez

Germany, France, Japan, and Taiwan. I've
learned about their foods, dances, celebrations,
traditions, and many more.

How has knowing Spanish helped you
and what career are you aiming for?

In the class I observe now, there are many
Spanish-speaking students. They are also
learning English as a second language. In the
future, I may have Spanish-speaking students
in class, and by speaking the language, I can
help my students and make them feel
welcome. Also, I plan on traveling the world in
the future and by knowing another language,
Spanish, it can help me connect with the
peoples’ culture and understand more.
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Fanelysse De la Rosa

Year: Junior
Major: Counseling and Human Services

Minor: Psychology and Spanish

Were you exposed to another language
growing up?

My father immigrated to NYC from the
Dominican Republic, and my mother moved
there from Puerto Rico. Spanish is my parents'
first language. As a result, I grew up in a
bilingual household where Spanish and English
were spoken.

What made you interested in studying a
language?

Initially, I was drawn to studying Spanish
because I lacked formal education in the
language and wanted to enhance my reading,
writing, comprehension, and speaking skills.
However, after witnessing firsthand the
challenges my family faced due to language
barriers and the impact this has on the quality
of service Spanish speakers receive, I
recognized the immense need for fluent and
culturally competent Spanish speakers. My
long-term goal is to become completely fluent
in Spanish to effectively support the Latin

Edited by: Luis Vasquez

American migrant community in my future
profession.

What has been your favorite language
class so far?

My favorite language class has been SPAN 384:
Bad Bunny, Race, and Gender. It was
fascinating to break down the historical and
modern conceptualization of race and gender in
Latin America, primarily by analyzing the
development of music in the Caribbean.

What is the best thing about studying a
language at the University of Scranton?

The best thing about studying a language at the
University of Scranton is returning home to my
family after a semester and hearing them notice
significant improvements in my Spanish skills.

What is one of your favorite memories or
things you have learned while studying a
language at the University of Scranton?

My favorite memory while studying a language
at the University of Scranton is when we threw
a surprise baby shower for one of my classmates
on the last day of my Spanish Composition class
last semester. It was very sweet, and it just
shows the strong sense of community we build
in our language classes.

How has knowing a second-language
helped you and the career you're aiming
for?

During my internship in the Scranton
Counseling Center, being bilingual has enabled
me to assist clients in crisis by facilitating
communication with crisis workers, helping
them understand their rights, navigating the
mental health system, and developing safety
plans for future challenges. While I have made
a positive impact in my community with my
current level of Spanish, I recognize that I still
have much to learn. As I pursue my goal of
becoming a professional counselor, I am
dedicated to achieving the fluency needed to
provide the most effective support to my future
clients.
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Study Abroad Spotlights

Jenyah Cunningham Studied Abroad
In Taipei, Taiwan!

. This summer I had the opportunity to spend my summer in Taipei,
i Taiwan. In the two months I spent in Taiwan I was able to practice
and enhance my Chinese skills with native speakers, as well as learn
: more about Taiwanese culture. One of my favorite memories is when
I had the chance to participate in the Dragon Boat festival where I

traveled to Tainan to eat a traditional ¥ (zOngzi) as well as watch
a Dragon boat Race. I also had the opportunity to see a lot of Taiwan's
beautiful scenery in places like the Gaomei Wetlands or Sun Moon
____ Lake, aswell aslearn about Taiwan's history in places like the An Ping

| Old Fort or the National Palace Museum.

Taiwan has amazing food and that is truly one of the things I miss most since coming back. I was able
to eat amazing food like Z &} (dan bing egg cake) and try new foods special to Taiwan like 4 PIE%
(nit rou mian tang beef noodle soup). I also really enjoyed their nightlife where I was able to go to a
night market and just walk around with my friends and eat different types of food like % (j1 pai

chicken steak) or 2 2J& (chou dou fu stinky tofu) and even play fun games. I made such great

memories in Taiwan as I also got to meet some amazing people from different countries like Vietnam,
Japan and Korea. I thank Taiwan for giving me such a special summer.

Jackson Feiner Studied Abroad In Paris, France!

Last fall semester, I studied and lived in Paris, France; it was my life's most influential and amazmg
experience. My apartment was only four
blocks from the school center, so I always
walked to class. On my morning walks, I
would stop at my local boulangerie, for an
espresso and croissant; I went so often that
the bakers knew what I wanted once I
walked in. And I can confirm that there is
nothing like a Parisian croissant. The classes
were always interesting, my favorite was our
walking history and architecture class,
where we traversed most of Paris and learned about the city’s rich history. All of the classes in Paris
had excursions built into the syllabus, I had the privilege to tour the Basilique du Sacré-Ceeur de
Montmartre, the UNESCO headquarters in Paris, and much more.

Life felt like it moved at a slower pace in France, people were more concerned with enjoying life and
those around them than anything else. I quickly adjusted to this relaxed lifestyle. Whether it was having
a picnic along the Seine River, or enjoying a book at a local café, I found myself living like a Parisian,
and enjoying all aspects of life. I was also lucky enough to travel across France and Western Europe,
visiting England, Belgium, Germany, and the Netherlands. Traveling in Europe gave me a stronger
understanding and appreciation of the world, and made me realize how beneficial being exposed to
new places and experiences is for a person. My study-abroad experience was the greatest of my life,
and it molded me into the person I am today. My advice to anyone considering studying abroad is; to
take that leap of faith! Studying abroad gives a student the tools to have the greatest experiences of
their lives, and to grow and mature as a person.
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Alumni Spotlight

Alice Banks

Graduating Class: 2023

‘ Major: Finance

. In what way has learning a language impacted your life?

' While in college at the University, I took Spanish which was a
valuable part of my academic experience. The language courses not
only improved my fluency but also gave me a deeper understanding
of Hispanic cultures. I appreciated the chance to practice real-life
communication skills in class, which strengthened my language
abilities.

Since then, my Spanish skills have proven useful in my career as a
Premium Auditor for Berkshire Hathaway. I've been able to engage
more effectively with Spanish-speaking clients and coworkers,
which has enhanced collaboration and built stronger relationships.
It’s a skill that continues to benefit me in both my professional and

personal life.

Dr. Amy Kuiken

I stepped into the role of Language Learning
Center Coordinator at the University of
Scranton this summer. My background tells a
love story between language, language learning,
and people.

As an undergraduate at
Gordon  College, I
majored in French and
studied in France.

i

Earning an MA in
General Linguistics from
Boston College also
allowed me to participate
in the Linguistic Society
of  America (LSA)
Summer Institute next door in Cambridge,
Massachusetts where I briefly explored the
notion of large language models (LLMs) in the
earlier days of internet search engines.

My experiences at Boston College also opened
the door for me as a Fulbright scholar to
conduct linguistic research on the future of the
English language as a lingua franca and to see
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the English language and American culture
through the eyes of Bulgarian high school
students.

Living abroad in London while my husband
conducted his own research on British oil
policy, I obtained a TEFL/TESOL certification.
I have enjoyed tutoring people of all ages in
English, French, and Bulgarian.

For over a decade, because of my French-
fluency, I have been serving as a cultural
attaché and grant-writer for a Haitian
community of faith who founded an ESL
learning center in the Boston area. Moving
from Boston to Wilkes-Barre-Scranton opened
up other volunteer possibilities for me with
Syrian and Congolese families — and led to
another unexpected partnership, this time with
two school communities in Tanzania.

Before arriving at the University of Scranton, I
taught French and ESL at Wilkes University. At
Wilkes, I also worked with Panamanian student
teachers and gave talks to the public about
language, culture, and identity.

10




Volume XXXII

My teaching approach has been described as
innovative and non-traditional and laid the
foundation for my research on target-language
use in the second language classroom. Other
research interests include the relationship
between language and security. (See below.)

When I was just starting out as a French
classroom teacher in Massachusetts public
schools, I began to see the capacity for language
study to lead people toward greater
understanding of both themselves and others.
Wherever I go now, I am committed to
championing the cause of global languages and
cultural studies. I believe that it is a gift we can
give to one another.

Fall 2024

As the new LLC Coordinator in the Department
of World Languages and Cultures, I look
forward to drawing richly on the experiences of
community members, students, staff, and
faculty to explore concepts of culture and
language together. I'm proud of what the LLC
represents: our caring and dedicated LLC staff
strive to offer a way for people to connect and
grow through tutoring services for ESL and
world languages as well as other resources and
cultural events.

I've always said that to talk about language is to
talk about people — and at the LLC — we love
people.

Dissertation Spotlight

Kuiken, A. E. (2024). Security
Mindset Fundamentals and
Second Language

Learning (Order No.
31555833). Available from
ProQuest Central.

(3092179839). https://ezp.scra
nton.edu/login?url=https://w
ww.proquest.com/dissertations
-theses/security-mindset-

fundamentals-second-
language/docview/30921798

/se-2

The cybersecurity landscape in
the United States is evolving
rapidly, marked by risk and
novel threats. Today, fostering
security mindsets in both
security experts and end-users
is increasingly taken to be a
critical part of effective
cybersecurity practices.
Security mindsets can be
understood as a flexible,
underlying way of thinking —
focused more on security basics
and enduring fundamentals
than a specific behavioral
checklist — to increase
resilience in the face of rapid
change. Able to be defined as
an ingrained habit of
investigating and identifying

Edited by: Luis Vasquez

how anything (including
people, systems, and processes)
can fail, security mindsets
engage components of
situational awareness and
adversarial thinking and are
informed by domain-specific
knowledge and skills.

Buoyed by the notion that there
are shared analytical, creative,
practical, and situational
themes in computing basics,
cyberspaces, and second
language learning, I examined
possibilities for leveraging
World Languages and ESL
content and processes as a way
to introduce cybersecurity
fundamentals to language
learners. While security
mindset themes are not
explicitly named in currently
available L2 materials, my
analyses of L2 textbooks
demonstrated repeated
examples of content that could
be used to engage language
learners with security mindset
fundamentals and/or serve as a
platform for introducing
security themes. These findings
point to opportunities for
flexible and scalable
implementation, relevant to

materials designers and
language teachers seeking to
lay important groundwork in
meeting the challenges of an
ever-evolving security
landscape.

Such links between second
learning and security thinking
diverge from conventional
ideas of how language can
support cybersecurity efforts,
which have often focused on
the value of specific languages
for carrying out security work.
Indeed, within the general
security sector, the advantages
of fluency in particular
languages such as Arabic,
Russian, or Urdu are well
documented and Linguistics
more generally has often
played an important role in
cybersecurity. Yet in conceiving
of more fundamental
connections between security
thinking and language
learning, opportunities may
emerge in second language-
learning classrooms
everywhere to lay the
foundations for meaningful
interactions with cybersecurity
concepts.
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Recent Events

Taiwan: All You Need to Know

The Taiwanese cultural event, TAIWAN: ALL
YOU NEED TO KNOW!: Boba, Hot Pot,
Nvidia, and Same-sex Marriage, was held on
Oct. 3rd at Leahy Kane Forum. Chih-yi Wu,
the presenter, is the Taiwanese visiting
instructor this year at Scranton. She made
boba tea with brown sugar for everyone and
bought some Taiwanese snacks to share.
Students said they like It (wangwang) rice
cookies, strawberry puffs, and chocolate puffs. v

They were surprised by the taste of it (wang r ld «®
wang) rice cookies, savory and sweet, but ' . B
different from the cookies in the United States. government demolished the Martial Law,
During the event, Ms. Wu talked about the Taiwan eventually had its first direct

presidential election in 1996. Until now,
Taiwan has gone through three times peaceful
transition = of  power.  Chih-Yi = Wu
states,”Generally, people think Chinese is a
difficult language, it is. However, there are a
lot of words that are translated the sound from
English. For example, #t /9 (niu xi lan) is
New Zealand, J#|f& JEdE (jia i fu ni ya) is
California. Now it’s YOUR TURN! What is 2=
B2k B2k (1i ao na duo di ka pi ou) in
English (hint: an actor)?”. People at the event
got the answer. Try to speak faster and you will
get it, too!

multiple ethnic groups, languages, and the
history of democracy in Taiwan. Taiwanese
people used to be ruled by a dictator and lost
freedom of speech for 38 years After the

w\\
7

Valley View High School Tour

Students from Valley View High School were offered a tour of the University of Scranton and its
L0 — .‘ Department of World Languages and Cultures on October 7.

Twenty-three students from Sefiora Decker’s Spanish IV class
engaged in a Q & A with
Oliwia Doroszko, our
Fulbright German
Instructor. They also
participated in a SPAN (@
211 Class offered by ..
Fabian Bizcocho, our
Fulbright Instructor from Spaln Students expressed their
enjoyment and enthusiasm for the experience.

Waﬂ“

The Department of World Languages & Cultures is grateful to
the University of Scranton Admissions Office for all their help.
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Department of World Languages & Cultures Open House

On October 7, the World Languages and Cultures
department hosted their fall Open House where students
from various language classes including French, Spanish,
Arabic, Japanese, and German visited the Language
Learning Center. The students participated in various
activities such as making German phrases, Arabic
Scramble, Spanish card game, Taiwanese two truths and
lie, karaoke, and writing your name in Japanese.

Students were also offered a French syrup drink, syrup,
Harissa a Tunisian spicy tuna Dip, pizza, and other
snacks. Participants were encouraged to engage in
conversation with the Foreign Language Fulbright Teaching Assistants, language tutors, and
instructors from the Department.

WLC Instructors and Staff also posted “fun facts” about language and culture around the department
to promote students’ further learning. Some of these included:

- Thelongest word in German: -

Donaudampfschifffahrtselektrizitdtenhaup
tbetriebswerkbauunterbeamtengesellschaft
Unique German words (e.g., Fernweh, the
opposite of homesickness, i.e., the desire to
travel and explore far-off places)
Archeological wonders of Tunisia (e.g., El
Jem, the world’s best Roman amphitheater)
The origins of French toast (hint: not France)
How Language impacts Math (your native
language can influence how fast you do
math)

Historical Linguistics (the Battle of Hastings
massively impacted the English Language,
giving English thousands of words)

Edited by: Luis Vasquez

Spanish words with no direct translations
(e.g., madrugada, the time of day between
midnight and dawn, and sobremesa, that
time spent after a meal when people stay at
the table chatting)

How being multilingual in the business
world can significantly increase one’s
income

Confusion that stems from gender-based
language patterns (e.g., some women may
use sorry more frequently and for different
reasons compared to masculine patterns of
discourse)

Language and computer coding parallels
How linguists can solve crimes

13
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i (e = £ s 7 (.
Participants at the Open House also had the
opportunity to win a prize if they could correctly guess
in how many countries World Language & Cultures’
Administrative Assistant, JoAnne Jurkiewicz, has lived.
The list is impressive: Scotland, Spain, Germany,
Norway, Malta, The Netherlands, Afghanistan,
Belgium, Austria, Canada, Switzerland, and Algeria.

= E {
- A\
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This year, the Department of World Languages and Cultures is proud to host the following
Fulbright TA and Visiting Instructor events, which are held in Leahy 235 (Kane Forum). All
events will be hosted in the evening on the date listed between 4:30 — 6:30 PM. (As exact
event times may vary, please confirm the start times in advance.)

o Tuesday, October 29, 2024
Day of the Dead vs. All Saints’ Day
Fabian Bizcocho — Spanish Language Fulbright TA from Spain

\wp FULBRIGHT

o Wednesday, November 20, 2024
Bridging Cultures: The German-Polish Christmas Harmony

Oliwia Doroszko — German Language Fulbright TA from Germany

\wp FULBRIGHT

o Wednesday, February 19, 2025
Mardi Gras: A Costume Party
Emma Leclerq — French Language Fulbright TA from France

\wp FULBRIGHT

o Wednesday, March 12, 2025
From Ramadan to Eid: A Journey through Tunisian Traditions

Rym Ben Rehouma — Arabic Language Fulbright TA from Tunisia
\w FULBRIGHT

o Monday, April 14, 2025
Ohanami o shiyoo! Let’s Do Cherry Blossom Viewing!

Erii Unuma — ALLEX Foundation Japanese Instructor

ALLEX FOUNDATION
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Language Learning Center

The Language Learning Center, located in O’Hara 306, offers language learning support for
students and community members learning Spanish, French, Italian, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese,
and English. Services available include language conversation hours, a computer lab, language
tutoring, a database of language resources, and more.

The LLC also offers English as a Second Language tutoring to adult English learners in the
community and hosts events for local students and community members such as the annual TA
9 vwo q Talks, various cultural events hosted by our Fulbright TAs, and

= ‘"‘: high school immersion days.

Throughout the academic year, the LLC benefits from the
dedication of many student staff members and volunteers.

This fall, the Center is under the leadership of our LLC
Graduate Assistant, Luis Vasquez. Luis was born in Manhattan,
NY. His family is originally from the Dominican Republic and
Luis learned English and Spanish at the same time. He is a
second-year graduate student studying Clinical Rehabilitation
Counseling at the University of Scranton.

A few facts about Luis: he loves playing baseball, he loves
talking to people, and he is very curious. Luis says: “Stop by for
a chat sometime!”

Curious about how the Language Learning Center can help you
learn a language or improve your language skills? Contact Dr.
Amy Kuiken at amy.kuiken@scranton.edu or 570-941-4711.

Social Media

Stay up to date with the Department’s activities, events, news, and highlights by following the World
Languages and Cultures Department’s Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages listed below!

n https: //www.facebook.com/uofsworldlanguages

https: //www.twitter.com/uofscranton wlc

[ ]
IO ' https: //www.instagram.com/uofs worldlanguages
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