Nathan Lefler

1029 N Webster Avenue
Scranton, PA 18510
570-344-2372 (home); 202-669-6818 (cell)
Curriculum Vitae

Department of Theology and Religious Studies, 2008-present
The University of Scranton





Office Phone: (570) 941-6544

Scranton, PA 18510






   nathan.lefler@scranton.edu

____________________________________________________________________________________
EDUCATION
Ph.D., The Catholic University of America, Systematic Theology: conferred May 17, 2008
Dissertation title: “Saint Aelred of Rievaulx and Saint Thomas Aquinas on Friendship: A

  Comparison of Monastic and Scholastic Theology”

Director: James A. Wiseman, OSB, S.T.D.
Four years additional course-work from the Oratory of St. Philip Neri, Toronto (three years), and


the Dominican House of Studies, Washington, DC (one year), 1998-2002 – no degrees

awarded.
MAR, Yale Divinity School, 1999, cum laude.
BA, Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, University of Chicago, 1992, cum laude.
Honors:
                  Board of Trustees Fellow (CUA)
Member Phi Beta Kappa

Marvin H. Pope Prize for Biblical Hebrew (Yale Divinity School)
College Honors Scholar (University of Chicago)

National Merit Scholar

____________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Associate Professor of Theology, University of Scranton, Department of Theology/ Religious Studies: 2013-present (Tenure awarded: 2014; Assistant Professor: 2008-2013; one sabbatical semester taken, Spring, 2015)
Courses Taught
T/RS 122: Theology II – Christian Theology (x40)

T/RS 122X: First Year Seminar (Theology II)

T/RS 544/484: Liturgical and Sacramental Development (x2)
T/RS 330: Christ in Tradition and Culture (x2)
T/RS 333: Friendship and the Christian Life (x5)
T/RS 222: Introduction to Christian Worship (x4)
T/RS 584/484: The Doctrine of Grace (x3)
T/RS 490: Theology Capstone: Theological Themes in the Works of J. R. R. Tolkien

T/RS 490: Theology Capstone: Beauty, Poverty, Desire – A Dialectical Via Crucis
T/RS 284: Theology and Film

INTD 201C (renumbered T/RS 329: Christian Classics (x3)
          Fourteen Honors Tutorials taught, through Spring, 2017
Instructor in Theology, The Catholic University of America, summer 2007

Course Taught

TRS 260: Christianity and Culture
Over 450 hours of classroom teaching, in addition to several hundred hours of private tutoring as a GRE and GMAT Instructor for The Princeton Review, 2005 to 2008.
____________________________________________________________________________________

PUBLICATIONS
Monograph:


Theologizing Friendship: How Amicitia in the Thought of Aelred and Aquinas Inscribes




             the Scholastic Turn, Wipf and Stock (Pickwick Publications imprint), 2014.




  Reviewed by:





Seth J. A. Alexander, for Reviews in Religion and Theology, vol. 25, issue 3





  (2018)





Patrick Madigan, for The Heythrop Journal, vol. 57, issue 2 (2016)




Peter Gordon Atkinson, for Modern Believing, vol. 57, no. 4 (2016)
Refereed Articles:

  “Two Kinds of Unanimity: St. Benedict, René Girard, and Modern Democratic

Governance,” Contagion: Journal of Violence, Mimesis, and Culture, forthcoming,

Spring, 2019. 
“Tolkien’s Sub-Creation and Secondary Worlds: Implications for a Robust Moral


Psychology,” Journal of Tolkien Research, Vol. 4:2 (2017).

 “A Threefold Preparation for Death: Approaching the Heart of Flannery O’Connor’s

Anagogical Vision,” Logos, Vol. 20:1 (Winter 2017).
 “Naming God’s Language: Theological Implications of the Use of Acrostic as a Structural

Device in Some Proverbs and Psalms,” Anamnesis, No. 5 (2016).



 “A Curricular Experiment in Sacramental Edification and Instruction,” Usus Antiquior, Vol.





3:1 (January 2012).


 “Saint Augustine’s Hermeneutics of Friendship: A Consideration of De Utilitate Credendi,

10-13, with Special Reference to Confessions, Book VIII,” Augustinian Studies,
Vol. 41:2, 2010 (copyright 2011).


 “The Tragedy of King Lear: Redeeming Christ?” Literature and Theology, Vol. 24:3

(September 2010).
 “The Melchizedek Traditions in Hebrews,” Pro Ecclesia, Vol. 16: 1 (Winter 2007).
 “Cruciform Beauty: Revising the Form in Balthasar’s Christological Aesthetic,” Logos,

Vol. 9:4 (Fall 2006).


 “Sign, Cause, and Person in St. Thomas’s Sacramental Theology: Further

                                      Considerations,” Nova et Vetera, Vol. 4 :2 (Spring 2006).

“Hearts of Flesh: The Epistemological Donum of Christian Personalism,” Fides

Quaerens Intellectum, Vol. 2:2 (Spring 2003).
Currently under review:


 “On the Trail of G. K. Chesterton’s Queer Feet: The Delight of Detection, OR Seeking

Purchase on the Infinite” (Parts I and II), by The Chesterton Review.
Book Reviews:

 Conversation, Friendship and Transformation: Contemporary and Medieval Voices in a

Theology of Discourse, by Jennifer Constantine Jackson, for Modern Theology,

Vol. 33:3 (October 2017).

 Transformations in Biblical Literary Traditions: Incarnation, Narrative, and Ethics:

Essays in Honor of David Lyle Jeffrey, Edited by D. H. Williams and Phillip J.

Donnelly, for Church History, Vol. 85:1 (March 2016).

 Uncommon Friendships: An Amicable History of Modern Religious Thought, by William
Young, for Modern Theology, Vol. 28:1 (January 2012).
Abstract (solicited):

 For Philosopher’s Index for “St. Augustine’s Hermeneutics of Friendship: A
Consideration of De Utilitate Credendi, 10-13, with Special Reference to Confessions, Book VIII” (Augustinian Studies, 41/2, 2010 [copyright 2011]): solicited by Augustinian Studies and submitted, Fall 2011.
Acknowledgment: 
By Paul Kahn, in Paul W. Kahn, Law and Love: The Trials of King Lear (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 2000), for “particularly useful criticisms” of his manuscript
(Acknowledgments page).
Poem:


 “Dominican Romance,” Festival Writer, July 2014.
____________________________________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Presentations:

      “Two Kinds of Unanimity: St. Benedict, René Girard, and Modern Democratic Governance” for

  
the Annual Meeting of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion, Denver, CO, July 11-14,

2018.


      “Naming God’s Language: Theological Implications of the Use of Acrostic as a Structural
Device in Some Proverbs and Psalms” for The Annual Conference of the Ciceronian Society, Emmitsburg, MD, March 14, 2015.


“Tolkien’s Sub-Creation and Secondary Worlds: Implications for the Relation between ‘I’ and

             Other in Moral Psychology,” for “Psychology and the Other” Conference, Lesley

       University, Cambridge, MA, October, 2013.

       Flannery O’Connor’s stories and essays, for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition,

             University of Scranton, January, 2013.
      St. Augustine’s Confessions, for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, University of
             Scranton, January, 2013.

      J. R. R. Tolkien’s “On Fairy Stories,” for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition,
             University of Scranton, June, 2012.
      St. Augustine’s Confessions, for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, University of
             Scranton, June, 2012.
      “On Hobbits and Catholics: J. R. R. Tolkien and his Strangely Christian World,” for the

             Diocese of Scranton, August 3, 2011.

      J. R. R. Tolkien’s “On Fairy Stories,” for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition,

             University of Scranton, June, 2011.

      “A Curricular Experiment in Sacramental Edification and Instruction,” at the annual meeting of

             the Society for Catholic Liturgy, Houston, TX, January 27-29, 2011.


 Evelyn Waugh’s Brideshead Revisited, for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition,



      University of Scranton, January, 2011.

      George Bernanos’s The Diary of a Country Priest, for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual

             Tradition, University of Scranton, June, 2010.
      The Poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins, for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition,

             University of Scranton, June, 2009.
 “St. Augustine’s Hermeneutics of Friendship: A Consideration of de Utilitate Credendi, 10-13,
        with an Eye to the Author’s Own Conversion in Confessions, Book VIII” at Villanova
        University’s Patristic, Medieval, and Renaissance Studies (PMR) Conference (“Faith and
the Ways of Knowing”), 2007.

      “The Metaphysical Structure and Meaning Of Lectio in St. Bonaventure’s Incendium Amoris
             (1259-60)” at PMR (“Structure, Space, and Meaning: The Walls and Portals of
Premodern Worlds”), 2006.
Grants:

Internal Research Grant, University of Scranton, for Sabbatical research on Flannery



O’Connor, Spring, 2015 ($2000)

      Alternate for “Reconsidering Flannery O’Connor,” a National Endowment for the Humanities

             grant, July 2014.


   Summer Research Grant, University of Scranton, 2012 ($3000).
____________________________________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP

Member, Colloquium on Violence and Religion (COV&R), June 2018-present.
____________________________________________________________________________________

SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY
Appointed Tenured Associate to the Education Department, 2018-2019.

As Co-Director of the Catholic Studies Program, responsible for conception and design, and primarily for the organization, of local-regional academic mini-conference, “The Sacrifice of Teaching: Considering the Crisis of Catholic Higher Education After René Girard†”; eight speakers secured – three in-house, two local and regional, and three from outside the region (Notre Dame, St. Louis University, University of Pittsburgh); scheduled to take place March 28-29, 2019.

Appointed Co-Director of the Catholic Studies Program for the 2018-2019 academic year.

Participated in eighth departmental search for full-time tenure-track faculty member in ten years, Fall/Winter 2017/18, resulting in our ninth tenure-track hire over the same period of time. The department recommends via committee of the whole; consequently, this participation represents a considerable amount of work (reading applications, multiple on-campus interviews, etc.) for each department member. For this hire I also traveled to SBL/AAR, for my second time, as part of the team appointed to interview our first-cut slate of candidates and make recommendations for on-campus interviews.

Elected as Alternate (for the College of Arts and Sciences) to the Board on Rank and Tenure: one-year term, 2016-17.

Invited speaker for “Grads and God,” a graduate student organization at the University of Scranton. Reminiscent of the “Theology on Tap” enterprise, students gather at a local public house, to hear a brief talk and then to pursue theological discussion of the topic and its relevance to their lives. I spoke on sections of J. R. R. Tolkien’s “On Fairy Stories”: November, 2016.

Co-coordinator of Majors and Minors activities for the theology department, 2015-16, 2016-17 academic years.

As co-coordinator of Majors and Minors activities, organized and accompanied students on two-day silent retreat at contemplative women’s monastery, November, 2016.

Organized and liaised with Dean’s Office for $1000 funding to send two outstanding students to attend conference on medical ethics at University of Notre Dame, March, 2016.

As co-coordinator of Majors and Minors activities, co-organized panel discussion on “Joy” at local coffee shop, Fall, 2015. 

Served on Information Literacy Stipend Sub-Committee of the Library Advisory Committee, to evaluate applications and award these stipends, Fall, 2014. 

Served on Faculty Development Board to decide awarding of grants for Intersession, 2015. Fall, 2014, reviewed twelve applications; Board awarded nine grants, as well as discussing need for clarification and possible precisions in grant application description for future awards.

With endorsement of Catholic Studies Program, initiated and organized retreat for students, entitled “Sex, Love, Relationship,” held at the Jesuit retreat house at Chapman Lake, September 19-20, 2014.
Attended two-day year-end First Year Seminar Workshop, Spring 2014.

Member of Steering Committee for Catholic Studies Program, Fall, 2013 (open appointment).

Co-Director of Catholic Intellectual Tradition Seminars, Fall, 2013.

Panel member for public discussion of Pope Francis’s recent election: “New Pope, Same Church?” sponsored and organized by Theology/Religious Studies Department, November 14, 2013.

Initiated interest in revitalizing the Center for Mission Reflection in Weinberg Memorial Library, 2013. Solicited support and assistance from librarian Betsey Moylan to take inventory of and expand the collection housed in the room and catalogued accordingly. Have added 15 to 20 items as of Fall, 2013 and am engaged with Betsey in promoting interest in the Center.

Served as judge for graduate and undergraduate Library Research Prizes (Weinberg Memorial Library, University of Scranton), Spring 2013.

Co-organized Lenten Film Series with Office of Campus Ministry: selected three films for public viewing during Lent, 2013 and moderated ensuing discussions with Cyrus Olsen: February-April, 2013. 

Helped to organize and staff, and co-moderated Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, University of Scranton, January, 2013.

Presented on Flannery O’Connor’s stories and essays, and on St. Augustine’s Confessions (multiple sessions) for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, University of Scranton (paid), January 2013.

Served as interim Director of Catholic Intellectual Tradition Seminar, January 2013.

Presented on St. Augustine’s Confessions and on J. R. R. Tolkien’s essay “On Fairy Stories” (separate sessions) for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, University of Scranton (paid), June 2012.

Elected to three-year term as Alternate on the Faculty Development Board, Spring, 2012.

Member of Library Advisory Committee, serving as Faculty Liaison between the department and the Library, early Spring semester 2009 to the present.

Asked and agreed to serve as advisor to second year (sophomore) class of theology majors, beginning Fall 2009. Continued in this role with this class through their senior year, ending in spring, 2012.

Wrote recommendations of various kinds (the majority academic) for seventy+ former students, 2008-2018.

Directed and saw through to successful completion and defense, Masters theses of Stephen Fitzpatrick, Fall 2009 and Matthew Figured, Fall 2011. Served as reader for another Masters student who successfully defended, December 2010.

Invited and made arrangements for a New York architect, Dino Marcantonio, to speak on architecture and Christian worship for the Catholic Studies program, September 22, 2011. The lecture, entitled “House of God, City of God” and preceding dinner were both well attended and the lecture well received.
Presented on J. R. R. Tolkien’s essay “On Fairy Stories” for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, University of Scranton (paid), June 2011.

Presented on Evelyn Waugh’s Brideshead Revisited for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, University of Scranton (paid), January 2011.
Presented on George Bernanos’s The Diary of a Country Priest for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, University of Scranton (paid), June 2010.

Instrumental in bringing Thomas Storck, to campus to speak on issues of Catholic Social Teaching, especially as pertains to culture and economics, April 2010.

As a member of my department’s preliminary interviewing team for a tenure-track faculty search, travelled to attend the Society of Biblical Literature’s Annual Meeting, November 20-23, 2009.

Presented on the poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins for Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, University of Scranton (paid), June 2009.

Attended week-long Seminar on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition (paid), June, 2009.

Helped organize a guest lecture by a Jesuit colleague, Father Wilfrid Okambawa of West Africa (“Thinking as a Form of Prayer”), April 2009.

At the invitation of the university’s debate society, served as a faculty judge for formal debate on whether contraceptives should be made available on a Catholic/Christian university campus, December 4, 2008.

____________________________________________________________________________________

SERVICE TO THE ACADEMY

Solicited book reviewer for Church History, 2015.
Solicited peer reviewer for Modern Theology, 2015-2016. Work included detailed re-review of article after a “revise and resubmit” decision by editor.
Solicited peer reviewer for Religion and Literature (Notre Dame University), 2015.
Solicited book reviewer for Modern Theology, 2012, 2017.
____________________________________________________________________________________

SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY
Gave invited lecture, “J. R. R. Tolkien as Magister: Lessons Plucked from the Web of Story, Sap Sucked
from the Tree of Tales,” on philosophy and theology in Tolkien, to Wyoming Seminary High School, Kingston, PA, November 8, 2018.

Gave seminar class on Biblical Hebrew, to students of Canongate Catholic High School, Arden, NC, January 2018.

Gave evening seminar on Billy Budd, by Herman Melville, for seniors from St. Gregory’s Academy, March 4, 2017.
Occasional marriage preparation lay consultant to pastor of local Scranton parish, 2013 to present.

Offered three-part seminar on J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings for seniors of Gregory the Great Academy, spring, 2016.
Regular participant in Shakespeare reading and discussion with teaching and residential staff of Gregory the Great Academy (Canadensis, PA) 2015-2016 academic year.

Instructor for year-long senior seminar in theology for Gregory the Great Academy, 2014-2015 academic year.
Gave invited lecture, “Does Theology Matter?” at Gregory the Great Academy, Swiftwater, PA, February 9, 2014.

Consultant and contributor to design of secondary school religion courses for Gregory the Great Academy, a local private Catholic high school, beginning summer, 2013, with commitment to serve as needed through 2013-14 academic year.
Member of parish choir, St. Thomas More parish, Scranton, PA, summer 2013 to present.

Presented public reading of Flannery O’Connor’s “A Late Encounter with the Enemy” and led discussion of the story for students of St. Gregory’s Academy, March 17, 2013.

Gave evening seminar on two short stories by Flannery O’Connor (“The River” and “The Displaced Person”) for seniors at St. Gregory’s Academy, April 2, 2011.

Gave evening seminar on the film The Quarrel for seniors from St. Gregory’s Academy, April 30, 2010.
Gave evening seminar on the film Ushpizin for seniors at St. Gregory’s Academy, March 26, 2010.

Gave evening seminar on three short stories by Flannery O’Connor (“The Artificial Nigger,” “A Temple of the Holy Ghost,” and “Parker’s Back”) for seniors at St. Gregory’s Academy, November 14, 2008.
Theological Consultant to the Knights of Columbus, paid to write letters answering biblical, dogmatic, moral, and pastoral questions, 2002-2003.
Worked as full-time live-in Assistant to developmentally disabled adults at L'Arche Daybreak, Richmond Hill, Ontario, June 1996-August 1998.
Rapporteur for Seminars on Forgiveness, part of the Carolina Seminars sponsored by UNC-Chapel Hill, 1992-94 academic years; made the final formal seminar presentation in the spring of 1993.
____________________________________________________________________________________

LANGUAGES (READING KNOWLEDGE)
Hebrew (Biblical), Aramaic (Biblical), Greek (Attic; Koine; Patristic), Latin, French, German
____________________________________________________________________________________

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Avid racquetball player, 2014 to present.

Married, father of three, 2005 to present.

Origami (paper-folding), 2002-present.

Member of Communion and Liberation Choir, 2005 to spring 2008.

Volunteer work at the Little Sisters of the Poor nursing home, 2005-2006.
Member of University Chorus, University of Chicago, 1990-92.

Studied at Goethe Institute in Schwäbisch-Hall, Germany, summer 1991 (Passed exams for

   German proficiency; accredited by University of Connecticut).

Bicycled 3904 miles from West to East Coast with best friend, summer 1989.
Graduate of North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics, 1988.
____________________________________________________________________________________
REFERENCES
J. Brian Benestad




Peter Casarella

D'Amour Professor of Catholic Thought


Associate Professor, Systematic Theology Department of Theology




Department of Theology

Assumption College




University of Notre Dame

Office Phone: 508-767-7577



Office: 237 Malloy Hall

Cell Phone: 570 575 4994



pcasarel@nd.edu
Email: jb.benestad@assumption.edu
Abbot Austin Murphy




Abbot James Wiseman
St. Procopius Abbey




St. Anselm’s Abbey




Lisle, IL 60532 





Washington, DC 20017

630-969-6410







(Retired Ordinary Professor of Spirituality


School of Theology

The Catholic University of America)

Abbey: 202-269-2300
School: 202-269-2350
jwiseman@saintanselms.org
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