
 
 

June 19, 2024 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
Last June, Cardinal Wilton Gregory, the first African American cardinal, presided over a 
special Mass at Mt. Calvary Catholic Church in Forestville, Md. Addressing his brothers 
and sisters in Christ, he explained how the Scriptural quotation, “the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand!” would have “captured the emotions of those formerly enslaved people in Texas 
as the words of the Emancipation Proclamation and the end of the Civil War finally had 
reached them.” 
  
As we approach Juneteenth this year, I reflected on Cardinal Gregory’s message and how it 
evokes the joy and triumph of that first freedom day – of a new reality being birthed, the 
fruition of something formerly seen as unreachable – and also relays how the holiday itself 
is a testament to the grievous persistence of anti-Black racism – that even as Black 
Americans were liberated, the news and corrective action were delayed and deferred in 
reaching all parts of the nation. 
  
As Catholics, we have a responsibility to attend to the realities and legacies of the history 
of slavery in this country. Over the last year, we have seen new tools and resources to do 
so as we also wrestle with the role of Jesuit and Catholic institutions in this regard. I am 
heartened that faculty and staff came together this past year to read The 272: The Families 
who were Enslaved and Sold to Build the American Catholic Church. I am also mindful of 
the significant work done at Loyola University of Maryland in studying its connections to 
slavery.  Learning the history and being present to both the joys and struggles that the 
holiday of Juneteenth attests to remains good and vital work. 
  
As we continue to seek full equity and inclusion for Black Americans on our campuses and 
across our country, we are also mindful that freedom and upholding human dignity remain 
elusive in many parts of the world. War, which Pope Francis calls “a defeat” for humanity, 
continues in Ukraine, Sudan and Gaza. Violence, persecution, climate crises and extreme 
poverty continue to force many communities to flee their homes to find safety and refuge. 
World Refugee Day is also celebrated this week and the University co-sponsors Scranton’s 
celebration that takes place this Saturday, June 22 from 2-4 pm in Nay Aug Park. Here in 
Scranton, the community has welcomed Bhutanese, Congolese, Afghans, Ukrainians, 
Syrians and others who have shown resilience and courage in restarting their lives.  
  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.penguinrandomhouse.com%2Fbooks%2F550959%2Fthe-272-by-rachel-l-swarns%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckristin.durkin%40scranton.edu%7Ce490299f37b44ef1d96c08dc8fc41a76%7Ca8edc49a41f14c699768a7f6d7c3b8c3%7C0%7C0%7C638543319648007023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c9z%2BxI3jqTVchg7Ky4yYdH%2FvNSSJjuaD%2F4KDpWhRg2c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loyola.edu%2Fdepartment%2Fpresident%2Fpriorities%2Funiversities-studying-slavery%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckristin.durkin%40scranton.edu%7Ce490299f37b44ef1d96c08dc8fc41a76%7Ca8edc49a41f14c699768a7f6d7c3b8c3%7C0%7C0%7C638543319648018544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gaDhjoEtJ9iQNFYucbbzKdkaBbv4ky8r6VuqVIrRndA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vaticannews.va%2Fen%2Fpope%2Fnews%2F2024-05%2Fpope-francis-war-is-a-defeat-for-humanity-and-a-deception.html&data=05%7C02%7Ckristin.durkin%40scranton.edu%7Ce490299f37b44ef1d96c08dc8fc41a76%7Ca8edc49a41f14c699768a7f6d7c3b8c3%7C0%7C0%7C638543319648025702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mbDwBGJefejU43myvtztxad%2BwP62EoveQZvqJ%2FG4f2k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fevents%2F294876997014972&data=05%7C02%7Ckristin.durkin%40scranton.edu%7Ce490299f37b44ef1d96c08dc8fc41a76%7Ca8edc49a41f14c699768a7f6d7c3b8c3%7C0%7C0%7C638543319648032697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MKPdg6uZtRDR4RqgyqrTJf6wziV4qDZF3HFffR5qa1s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fevents%2F294876997014972&data=05%7C02%7Ckristin.durkin%40scranton.edu%7Ce490299f37b44ef1d96c08dc8fc41a76%7Ca8edc49a41f14c699768a7f6d7c3b8c3%7C0%7C0%7C638543319648032697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MKPdg6uZtRDR4RqgyqrTJf6wziV4qDZF3HFffR5qa1s%3D&reserved=0


These commemorations – Juneteenth and World Refugee Day – invite us to recommit 
ourselves to the work of solidarity and accompaniment. We have opportunities to do this 
each day in how we welcome and treat one another on this campus, in our communities 
and neighborhoods, and in our country. And so I commend these holidays to your prayer 
and reflection as we press on in our efforts to advance the tenets of Catholic Social 
Teaching, especially those that uphold the dignity of the human person and pursuit of the 
common good. 
  
Thank you for all that you do for our beloved University and enjoy these early days of 
summer. 
  
Yours faithfully, 
  
Joseph G. Marina, S.J. 
President 
  
 


