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“Strengthening Family-Professional
Partnerships: Strategies for Success”
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Conference Sponsors
Parents of Down Syndrome of Lackawanna County (PODS)

Northeastern Educational Intermediate Unit #19

This conference is especially for:
• Educators • School Administrators
• Parents • Paraprofessionals
• Counselors • Social Workers
• Rehabilitation Professionals (PT, OT Sp/L, Nurses)
• Vocational Rehabilitation Professionals
• Students with Disabilities
• Post-Secondary Support Services
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Hotel Information
Radisson Lackawanna Station 
700 Lackawanna Avenue
Scranton, PA 18503
(570) 342-8300
Conference rate of $89 for
September 29-30 is available
until August 29, 2004.

Hilton Hotel & 
Conference Center
100 Adams Avenue
Scranton, PA 18503
(570) 343-3000
Conference rate of $89 for
Sept. 29-30 is available until 
Sept. 15, 2004.

Parking 
Accessible Parking: Please indicate your need for accessible parking
on the Registration Form. Upon arriving at campus, turn right on
Mulberry St. and take the first right onto Monroe Ave. to the
entrance of the Parking and Public Safety Pavilion. A Public Safety
Officer will provide you with a parking tag when you arrive.

On Campus: Campus parking is limited. Please car pool if possi-
ble. Conference guests can park in two lots. Parking in other lots
may result in a ticket. Continue across Mulberry St. and park in
the Madison Ave. lot on your left. If no parking is available,
then continue straight to Vine St., turn right and proceed one
block to Monroe Ave. Turn right and proceed to Rock Hall
parking lot (on your right). 

For Hotel Guests: Campus parking is not available for guests staying
at the Radisson Lackawanna Station or the Hilton Hotel & Confer-
ence Center. The exception is guests in need of accessible parking.

Driving to Scranton
From the West: I-80 East to I-81 North to 
Exit 185
From the North: I-84 West to I-81 South to 
Exit 185
From the East: I-80 West to I-380 North to I-81
South to Exit 185
From the South: Northeast Extension of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike (I-476) to Exit 115, then
take I-81 North to Exit 185

From I-81 Exit 185 (Central Scranton Express-
way): Follow signs to campus, which you will see
on your right. (Hotels are to the left.) At the first
traffic signal, turn sharply right onto Madison
Avenue. Proceed one block, cross Linden Street,
and proceed past Brennan Hall (on your right) to
traffic signal at Mulberry Street.

Keynote Speaker: Chris Burke
Through his work, Chris Burke has single-handedly transformed
America’s image of individuals with physical and mental disabili-
ties. When Chris was born, doctors advised his parents to put
their newborn son in an institution. The Burkes ignored the
advice and treated Chris the same as their other children. Today,
Chris is best known for his role as Corky Thatcher in the TV
series “Life Goes On” which earned him a Golden Globe nomi-
nation. Chris also has starred in the TV series “Touched by an
Angel.” He has received numerous awards, including a Youth in
Film award and a Christopher award. A New York City public
school has been named in his honor. His autobiography, A Spe-
cial Kind of Hero, was published in 1992. 

Keynote Speaker: Loring Brinckerhoff, Ph.D.
Dr. Brinckerhoff is employed by Educational Testing Service
(ETS) as the Director of the Office of Disability Policy. He also
serves as a higher education and disability consultant to Record-
ing for the Blind & Dyslexic (RFB&D). He is past president of
the Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD)
and former secretary of the National Joint Committee on
Learning Disabilities. Dr. Brinckerhoff has authored over 25
articles, manuscripts, and co-authored one of the leading texts
in the field, Postsecondary Education and Transition for Students
with Learning Disabilities (PRO-ED). 

Keynote Speaker: Oliver J. Morgan, Ph.D.
Dr. Morgan is Professor of Counseling and Human Services at
The University of Scranton. He is Chair of the Department of
Counseling and Human Services and a Leahy Faculty Fellow in
the College of Professional Studies at the University. He is a
Clinical Member of the American Association of Marriage and
Family Therapy, a National Certified Counselor, and an
Approved Clinical Supervisor with the National Board of Certi-
fied Counselors. He is on the editorial boards of several profes-
sional publications and has published over 30 articles and book
chapters, primarily in the area of addiction studies.

Please join The University of Scranton for an opportunity to:
Explore recommended practices for family-professional collaboration   • Increase personal and professional networks

Develop individual and systemic advocacy skills  • Expand awareness of global initiatives
Update legislative knowledge of VR, WIA, IDEA, Reauthorization of Assistive Technology Act and Voter Registration 

Keynote Speaker: Thomas H. Powell, Ed.D.
Dr. Powell is President of Mount St. Mary’s College and Seminary,
Emmitsburg, Md. He is the founding Director of the University of
Connecticut Program for Disabilities, and the founder of the Sib-
ling Information Network. Dr. Powell has published four books,
including Brothers and Sisters: A Special Part of Exceptional Families.
He has authored numerous book chapters and journal articles and
has been an associate editor for many professional publications. He
is a frequent keynote speaker at professional conferences and has
made keynote addresses and invited speeches in 46 states.

Keynote Speaker:
Ellie Clavier Rothstein, M.D.
Dr. Rothstein is co-founder and coordinator of ParentTalk, a pro-
gram consisting of monthly lecture and discussion evenings com-
bined with a parenting resource center. Dr. Rothstein is a psychi-
atrist who also maintains a small private practice in Montreal,
Canada, where she works and resides. She has led parent support
groups for more than 10 years, specializing in therapy with par-
ents of small children who have difficulty coping. Dr. Rothstein
has given many workshops and lectures on parenting.

Keynote Speaker: Gerald L. Zahorchak, D.Ed.
Dr. Zahorchak is Deputy Secretary of Elementary and Secondary
Education for the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).
Dr. Zahorchak is familiar with the many educational and economi-
cal challenges facing school districts on the local, state, and national
levels. He has served as a Parent Liaison and Review Board Mem-
ber, a K-12 Principal and Superintendent, as an Adjunct Professor,
and has been active in politics for many years.

Special thanks to the following organizations 
for their assistance with this conference:

Allied Services
EITA Consultants with PaTTAN



Thursday, September 30
9:00 a.m. Registration, Brennan Hall, Joseph M. 

McShane, S.J. Executive Center, 5th Floor

10:00 a.m. Conference Opening/Welcome
Rev. Scott R. Pilarz, S.J., President; Beth Barnett, 
Ed.D., Provost & Vice President for Academic 
Affairs; James J. Pallante, Ed.D., Dean, Panuska 
College of Professional Studies; Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Leahy, Honorary Chairs; Ms. JoAnn 
Usry, Director, Office of Equity and Diversity

10:30 a.m. Keynote Speaker #1
Building an American Dream for All Children:
Parent and Professional Partnerships
Thomas H. Powell, Ed.D., President, Mount 
St. Mary’s College and Seminary 

11:30 a.m. Lunch: Eagen Auditorium, Gunster Center
Keynote Speaker #2
No Child Left Behind for
All – No Exceptions! Period.
Gerald L. Zahorchak,
D.Ed., Deputy Secretary for Elementary and
Secondary Education, Pennsylvania Department
of Education

1:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 
• A Qualitative Study of Families with Children
Diagnosed with ADHD
Dr. Michael W. Firmin and Annie Phillips

• SOS for Siblings
Dr. Diane W. Keller and Dr. Dona C. Bauman

• Education of Children with Disabilities in Mexico 
Gloria Beltrán Pérez, Dr. Timothy J. Hobbs, 
Dr. Deborah E. Lo and Raymundo Calderone  

2:15 p.m. Break

2:30p.m. Concurrent Sessions
• The Forgotten Ones ... Living and Learning 
with Anxiety and Depression
Dr. Marian Farrell and Dr. Thomas Smith

• Gregory: Fostering Behavior Conducive to 
Inclusion in the School, Home, and Community 
Denise Snyder and Amy Frey Gerney

• Global Competencies and Special Education: 
Issues of Social-Cultural Importance
Danielle K. West and Dr. Daniel J. West, Jr.

3:50 p.m. Keynote Speaker #3
Advocacy
Chris Burke,
Spokesperson for 
the National Down 
Syndrome Society, Star of “Life Goes On” and
“Touched by an Angel.” Chris will be joined by
Joe DeMasi and John DeMasi, C.J.J. Enterprises.

Conference Program
5:00 p.m. Networking Social & Light Dinner

Brennan Hall Executive Center
Music and Entertainment by Scott Key
The Edward R. Leahy, Jr. Center for Faculty 
Research Poster Session

Friday, October 1
8:00 a.m. Registration, Brennan Hall, 5th Floor

8:30 a.m. Keynote Speaker #4
Navigating the Accommodations Maze: Self-
Advocacy and Independence for Students with
Learning Disabilities
Loring Brinkerhoff, Ph.D., Director of the Office
of Disability Policy at Educational Testing Service
(ETS) and Consultant to Harvard Medical
School and Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic

10:00 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m. Concurrent Sessions
• Transition Planning for Students with Disabili-
ties to Promote Positive Post-secondary Outcomes
Mary Ellen Pichiarello and James V. Muniz

• The New Freedom Initiative: Rhetoric or Real
Opportunities for Full Community Participation?
Rita P. Fleming Cottrell

• Families As Instructional Partners – Janice H.
Belgredan

11:30 a.m. Lunch, Eagen Auditorium, Gunster Center
Leahy Faculty Fellow Address: A Piece of Sky, A 
Chunk of Earth: Spirituality and Disability
Dr. Oliver J. Morgan, Professor and Chair of
Counseling, The University of Scranton

Leahy Awards

1:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 
• Legislative Updates – Patricia Leahy

• Understanding the Lives of Children with Disabili-
ties in Mexico: Outcomes of the Leahy Exchange –
Dr. Debra E. Lo, Dr. Timothy Hobbs, Dr. Dona
Bauman, Raul Rodriguez and Gloria Beltrán Peréz

• Strategies and Resources for Working Through 
The System - Invited Panel of Key Stakeholders 
including: Dr. Clarence Lamanna, Sara Wolff,
Trieste Kennedy, Kathy Wallace, J. Joseph 
Grady, Esq., and Kathy Ulkowski

2:20 p.m. Concurrent Sessions
• If and When to Access Programs for Your Child:
Ethical Considerations – James Jacobs

• Balancing Life: The Physically Disabled Figure
in Life and Literature – Christina Dilkes

• Working with Families by Incorporating Daily 
Routines – Jeanne Reese

3:45 p.m. Special Session
The Stress of Parenting: A Humorous yet Realistic
Look at the Toughest Job You’ll Ever Have
Ellie Clavier Rothstein, M.D
Founder of ParenTalk, Montreal, Canada

Sponsored by

Sponsored by



Information provided will appear in conference materials.

Name _________________________________________________

Title __________________________________________________

Organization ___________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

City ______________________State ______ Zip ______________

Telephone ____________________ Fax______________________

E-mail ________________________________________________

Registration Cost: Includes all sessions, exhibits, breaks, lunches,
and Thursday social hour and light dinner.

Professional: ❑ $130/both days OR
❑ $75/one day (indicate which day)______________________

Family Member or Student with ID:
❑ $50/each day (indicate which day or days) _______________

Speaker Rate:
❑ $30/each day (indicate which day or days) _______________

Special Accommodations Requests must be made by September 1
❑ I need accessible parking.
❑ I have special communication, accessibility, accommodation or
dietary needs. (Please indicate) _____________________________

Method of Payment
❑ Check, payable to “The University of Scranton”

❑ Visa   ❑ MasterCard

Card Number ________________________ Exp. Date________

Cardholder’s Name_____________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________

CEUs: Please indicate type of CEU required. One certificate of your
choice is included with the registration. Additional certifications are
available at $15 per certificate. Your Social Security number is neces-
sary to process certifications: _______________________________

❑ University (PT-OT-HR) – License Number __________________

❑ PA/SLW – License Number ______________________________

❑ Act 48 Teacher’s Certification_____________________________

❑ NBCC – Certification Number ___________________________

❑ CRCC – Certification Number ___________________________

❑ PA/Professional Counselor – License Number ________________

❑ PA/Marriage and Family Therapist – License Number ___________

disABILITY Registration

Conference Registration Deadline: September 20, 2004
Cancellations must be received on or before September 17, 2004.
There will be no refunds after that date.
Mail completed form and fee to:
disABILITY Conference, Office of Equity and Diversity,
The University of Scranton, Alumni Memorial Hall 126,
Scranton, PA 18510 
Phone (570) 941-6645   Fax (570) 941-7899

Dona C. Bauman, Ph.D., Special
Education, The University of
Scranton 

Janice H. Belgredan, EITA
Consultant with PaTTAN

Loring Brinckerhoff, Ph.D.,
Director of the Office of Disability
Policy at Educational Testing Ser-
vice (ETS), Consultant to Harvard
Medical School and Recording for
the Blind & Dyslexic 

Chris Burke, Spokesperson for the
National Down Syndrome Society,
Star of “Life Goes On” and
“Touched by an Angel”

Raymundo Calderone, MA, 
Psychology Department, Universi-
dad Del Valle De Atemajac

Rita P. Fleming Cottrell, OTL, MA,
FAOTA, Occupational Therapy,
The University of Scranton

Joe DeMasi and John DeMasi,
C.J.J. Enterprises

Christina Dilkes, BA, Graduate
Student at New York University

Marian Farrell, Ph.D., CRNP, CS,
RNC, Professor of Nursing, 
The University of Scranton

Michael W. Firmin, Ph.D.,
Professor and Chair, Department
of Psychology, Cedarville 
University, Ohio

Amy Frey Gerney, MS, OTR/L
Parent/Occupational Therapist,
Hughesville, Pa.

J. Joseph Grady, Esq., Parent,
Scranton, Pa.

Timothy J. Hobbs, Ph.D., Special
Education, The University of
Scranton

James Jacobs, MS, Student
Assistance Program Coordinator,
Children’s Service Center of
Wyoming Valley

Diane W. Keller, Ph.D., L.S.W.,
Marywood University, Scranton, Pa.

Trieste Kennedy, Parent,
Allentown, Pa.

Clarence Lamanna, Ed.D., Direc-
tor of Special Education, NEIU #19

Patricia Leahy, Governmental
Affairs Director, National 
Rehabilitation Association,
Washington, D.C.

Deborah E. Lo, Ph.D., Chair,
Department of Education, The
University of Scranton

Oliver J. Morgan, Ph.D., NCC,
LMFT, ACS, Leahy Faculty Fellow,
Professor and Chair, Department
of Counseling and Human Services,
The University of Scranton

James V. Muniz, MS, ADP Direc-
tor/Reading Enrichment Specialist,
Center for Teaching and Learning
Excellence, The University of
Scranton

Gloria Beltrán Pérez, MA,
Psychology Department, Universi-
dad Del Valle De Atemajac

Annie Phillips, BA, Psychology
Doctoral Student, Spalding
University, Louisville, Ky.

Mary Ellen Pichiarello, BA,
Learning Enrichment Specialist,
Center for Teaching and Learning
Excellence, The University of
Scranton

Thomas H. Powell, Ed.D., Presi-
dent, Mount St. Mary’s College
and Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md.

Jeanne Reese, EITA Consultant
with PaTTAN

Raul Rodriguez, MA, Director of
International Outreach, Universidad
Del Valle De Atemajac

Ellie Clavier Rothstein, M.D.,
Psychiatrist, Co-founder of
ParenTalk, Montreal, Canada

Thomas Smith, Psy.D., Director,
Counseling Center, The University
of Scranton

Denise Snyder, BS, Instructional
Support Staff, East Lycoming
School District, Hughesville, Pa.

Kathy Ulkowski, MS, Occupational
Therapist, Scranton Public Schools

Kathy Wallace, MA, ATR, Direc-
tor of Advocacy and Community
Services, The Advocacy Alliance

Daniel J. West, Jr., Ph.D.,
Professor and Chair, Department
of Health Administration and
Human Resources, The University
of Scranton

Danielle K. West, BS, Graduate
Student in Special Education, 
The University of Scranton

Sara Wolff, Self-Advocate and
Motivational Speaker, Moscow, Pa.

Gerald L. Zahorchak, D.Ed.,
Deputy Secretary for Elementary
and Secondary Education, Pennsyl-
vania Department of Education

Featured Speakers


