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President’s Message
At a recent board meeting, membership
retention was discussed. When I check the
mail in Box 1372 at the Scranton Post
Office, frequently there are returned
Wandering Tattlers. It is important that
you inform us of any changes in address
you make so we do not lose contact with
you. Also there are several individuals
who, for whatever reason, have
not responded to the June mailing
requesting payment of membership for the
2013-14 year. As a result it was decided to
send out a second reminder, and hopefully
those who have not responded will take
the opportunity to correct this oversight.

I am delighted that Beverly Johnson has
now assumed the duties of Treasurer, and
after much discussion the board decided to
remain with the FNCB bank.
Our fall and winter series of programs
will begin shortly at the Anthracite
Museum, starting in November. I am most
grateful to Gene Gallagher who has
worked hard to secure programs these last
several years. Gene has decided to retire
from this position. If you can help with
providing information on potential
speakers, please let us know.
Plan on joining us for the upcoming
programs, especially for the Christmas Bird
Count.
And as usual, "Good Birding."
Bill Speare, President
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
This schedule covers programs and outings through February 2014. Locations are familiar to most LAS members.
However, if you desire more information regarding any of the events listed or need directions, please call the
appropriate leader or contact person who will be happy to answer your questions.
Call the listed leader or contact person the evening before the event if you have questions concerning possible
weather cancellations. Dress appropriately for weather and terrain on all outings. On longer distance trips, carpooling is in order and can be coordinated with the trip leader or on the day of the trip. Drivers – have a full
tank; riders - help share the cost with the driver. Pack a lunch for trips beginning in the mornings. Bring your
own binoculars, scopes, etc.

Nov 17

Sunday

2:30p.m. “The Barn Owl Conservation Initiative and Other
Things”. Presented by Richard Fritsky, Wildlife Diversity
Biologist with the PA Game Commission. At the Anthracite
Museum in McDade Park, Scranton. Contact: Gene Gallagher
570-586-5156.

Dec 21

Saturday

Midnight to 5:00p.m. Annual Christmas Bird Count. Various
groups will be counting birds in a radius of 7.5 miles around the
Lackawanna County Courthouse in Scranton. At 6:00pm the
count will be tallied up after consuming a delicious potluck
dinner at the home of Beth Gallagher (570-961-8541). More
information later in this issue.

Jan 25

Saturday

Eagle watch along the Delaware River, Rio Reservoir and the
Lackawaxen River. Meet at the rest stop on I-84 near mile 25
going east, at 8:30 a.m. or meet at the Milford Beach boat
landing at 9 a.m. Contact Derry Bird 570-945-5226.

Feb 16

Sunday

2:30p.m. “The Lake Wallenpaupack Watershed Management
District”. Presented by Nick Spinelli, Executive Director of the
district. At the Anthracite Museum in McDade Park, Scranton.
Contact: Gene Gallagher 570-586-5156.

Feb 22

Saturday

Harvey's Lake and Sordoni field trip. We'll look for a variety of
water fowl and other birds. Meet for breakfast at The Lakeside
Skillet near the Harvey's Lake outlet at 8:30 a.m. We will begin
the trip at about 9 a.m. from the Restaurant. Contact Derry Bird
or Bill Speare 570-86-8343.

Mar 16 Sunday

2:30 p.m. “Nature in Costa Rica” presented by Alan Hughes at
the Anthracite Museum in McDade Park, Scranton. Contact
Gene Gallagher 570-586-5156.

Two other trips will be planned over the winter season. They will be scheduled on a
weekday, but specific days and times will be set up at the last minute to take advantage of
optimal winter weather conditions. One trip will go to the New Jersey shore for sea ducks
and other winter birds. The other will be into Susquehanna County for short-eared owls and
other winter birds. To be on the list for receiving information about the trips, let Jim
Montgomery know (570-759-1322).

The current calendar and full newsletter can be accessed online at:
http://www.scranton.edu/faculty/carey/pdf/lascal.pdf

Varden Walk

by
Priscilla Casciano
On July 27, after some of us ate a healthy
breakfast at Shelly’s in Hamlin, a group of
12 birders headed out on a walk at the
Varden Conservation Area near Lake Ariel.
The weather was pleasant though buggy,
and just as we began, there was an
American Robin spotted darting from tree
to tree. Right after that we looked up at
the top of a dead tree and a Cedar
Waxwing was sunning itself and gave us a
very good look. As we wandered into the
woods, we got a good look at three or four
male and female Yellow-bellied
Sapsuckers. They seemed to be a family
w/young ones as they called for food. We
heard and then saw a Grey Catbird and
several Black-capped Chickadees.
Further along the trail, we heard a call that
was on both sides of the path for several
minutes and pretty soon we saw a number
of Yellowthroats of both sexes. They
appeared to be nesting in that area. A
number of Turkey Vultures sailed overhead
as we walked. A Black-and-white Warbler
was also seen by some. And then Carol
Lizell and Jim Montgomery identified
numerous ferns, a nice educational
addition to the walk.

Montgomery. Since I wasn’t planning to
lead a “walk”, we instead made the best of
a couple of hours traveling around this
pretty park by car, with brief stops to step
out and see the wildlife and wildflowers a
bit closer . One such stop took us across
the “toadstools,” as Jim calls them, (the
round concrete stepping stones across
shallow water on the Deer Trail.) I can
recall when beautiful pink Swamp Rose
Mallows (Hibiscus palustris) lined the
edges of that marshy area – but they
disappeared a number of years ago.
Grey Catbirds were in abundance. Perched
on a wire was a lone Cedar Waxwing. One
or two American Goldfinches winged
across our view and a Chipping Sparrow
swooped down to the path. Northern
Cardinals and Black-capped Chickadees
were having a meal at the bird feeders.
Basking in the sun on a platform in the
small pond were a Wood Turtle and two
Eastern Painted Turtles.
A most pleasant afternoon! But your
company would have made it even more
so.

As we ended the walk and sat in the
gazebo for a while, we saw a Cooper’s
Hawk flap-flap-gliding above. We did not
see a lot of birds but had a nice walk with
nice conversations and a pleasant time.

Francis Slocum State Park
by
Carol M. Lizell

August 17: sunny skies, temperatures in
the 70’s, ideal day to be outdoors. Just one
person appeared for the 1:00 outing at
Frances Slocum State Park – Jim
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Annual Meeting and Dinner

Len and Gerry Janus. Sue Zenke compiled
the following list of contributions the
Januses have made to LAS:

On August 25, ~50 members met at the
Inne of the Abingtons for the LAS annual
membership meeting and dinner. The
dinner, as usual, was very well done and
enjoyed by all. At the following meeting,
this year’s officers were re-elected to serve
another term. Also the board members in
the outgoing 2013 year class were reelected to another 3 year term. The
society’s highest honor, the Golden Eagle
Award, was presented this year to Len and
Gerry Janus (see story below). The
splendid evening closed with an
outstanding nature presentation by David
Trently. David is an LAS member and also
a partner helping to lead trips for the
Partnership for International Birding. The
presentation focused on many of the
interesting things observed on his travels.

- held numerous LAS walks and events at
their home and business, “Viliniki an Herb
Farm,” including providing wild edibles for
the group

by
Mike Carey

- with other volunteers, conducted a
complete wildflowers/plants multi-year
census at both the Davis Crossing and
Forest Acres Sanctuaries
- designed and arranged for the printing of
the wildflower booklet for Davis Crossing
- for several years Gerry wrote the “Petals
and Feathers” column for the Wandering
Tattler
- led numerous nature walks over the
years for LAS and other organizations,
focusing on wild plants/flowers
- assumed leadership of the annual Elaine
Thomas Memorial Wildflower Census and
often hosted the final countdown at their
home
- presented a number of interesting and
informative programs for LAS and other
organizations
- arranged for all the new signs at Davis
Crossing and made a significant monetary
contribution for same

David Trently speaking at the meeting
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- installed new information box at Davis
Crossing
- arranged festivities for the dedication of
the Elaine Thomas Trail at Davis Crossing

The Golden Eagle Award 2013
by
Carol M. Lizell

At the annual dinner meeting of the
Lackawanna Audubon Society on Sunday,
August 25, 2013, for their service to the
organization, the Golden Eagle Award was
presented to husband and wife members

- were particularly dedicated to educating
others about the beauty, folklore and
medicinal value of wild plants as well as
the need to control alien and invasive
species.
Congratulations and many thanks to you,
Gerry and Len!

Contributions to LAS
The following are recent contributions
made to the society’s Memorial Fund.
Thanks to all of the donors.
1. From Esther K. Friedman in memory of
Jane Shulenberger and Jane Dakin.
2. From Jim Montgomery in memory
of Frances Montgomery.
Len Janus showing the award pin with
president Bill Speare
©Carol M. Lizell

3. From Vera Hughes in honor of Jake.
4. From Dolores Trycinski in honor
of Beverly Johnson.

Iroquois Trail, Tunkhannock
by
Bonnie Flynn

October 5 was sunny and 80 degrees.
Beverly Johnson and Bonnie Flynn met
Nancy and Derry Bird at the Iroquois Trail,
which was ablaze in color. Derry and Nancy
were not staying. Before they left, Bonnie
noticed a hawk flying high in the sky. We
could not identify which type of hawk.
Derry then noticed a Red-tailed Hawk
flying lower in the sky. Three Turkey
Vultures soared around looking for food.
Beverly and Bonnie continued on the trail
where it was cool and breezy. Purple aster
was in bloom. Suddenly, in one section, we
saw all the birds on the walk. Birds seen
were: one sparrow, eight robins, six
chickadees, one titmouse, one cardinal, a
Yellow-rumped Warbler and many Cedar
Waxwings.
Returning to the parking lot, we heard
crows in the distance. The sun was shining,
the sky blue and the weather perfect for a
walk.

Fall asters
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Anthracite Museum Programs
(2013/2014)
The programs are on the third Sundays in
November, February, and March in the
auditorium at the museum. They start at
2:30pm.
November 17, 2013 – Richard Fritsky
presents “The Barn Owl Conservation
Initiative and Other Things”. Rich is a
diversity biologist with the PA Game
Commission; his primary duty is to identify
and improve habitat for species of greatest
conservation need. He leads the Barn Owl
Initiative in northeastern PA, installing
nest boxes, monitoring potential nest sites,
and banding the owls. He also has
monitored Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon
nesting and surveyed bats for white nose
symdrome in addition to many other
wildlife projects.
February 16, 2014 – Nick Spinelli presents
“The Lake Wallenpaupack Watershed
Management District”. Nick is the
executive director of the management
district charged with protecting the water
quality and the surrounding watershed of
Lake WallenPaupack. He is a life-long
resident of Pike County, currently living in
Hawley. He was previously employed by
the National Park Service and by the Pike
County Conservation District. Nick is
interested in all things environmental,
cultural heritage, vegetable gardening,
hunting, and canoeing. He volunteers as a
member of the Tafton Fire Co. Dive Team
and is active in many civic organizations.
March 14, 2014 – LAS member Alan
Hughes presents a program focusing on
“Nature in Costa Rica”. Alan obtained the
program after a trip to Costa Rica, and
tells us that it is very well done.

Nature Quiz

by
Jerry Klebauskas
(Editor’s note – I was out of town when I
put the summer issue together and thus

missed getting Jerry’s quiz contribution at
that time. Thus I give you the spring 2013
question once again to refresh your
memories. Sorry Jerry.)
Spring 2013 Question:
The flycatcher family (Tyrannidae) is the
most diverse bird family in the new world.
To spur some interest in their
conservation, below is a list of bird species.
How many in the list are tyrant
flycatchers?
Eastern kingbird (it does get more
difficult), Eye-ringed flatbill, Sharpbill,
Prong-billed barbet, White-throated
spadebill, Northern bentbill, Pied puffbird,
Tody motmot, White-tipped sicklebill,
Brown-billed scythebill, Great kiskadee,
Cinnamon Attila, Buffy tufted cheek,
Double-striped thick knee, Gray-throated
leaftosser, and Plain xenops.
Answer:
Only 6 in the list above are Tyrant
flycatchers: Eastern Kingbird, Eye-ringed
Flatbill, White-throated Spadebill,
Northern Bentbill, Great Kiskadee, and
Cinamon Attila.
In North America most of our tyrant
flycatchers are not gaudy in their
coloration and many are very similar in
appearance – think Peewee and Phoebe.
There are a few exceptions, however, such
as Vermilion and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers.
The same pattern persists in Central and
South America, but because there are
many more species there, there are also
many more species with bright plumage.
As examples, check out a neotropical field
guide and look at Streamer-tailed Tyrants,
Many-colored Rush-tyrants, and Royal
Flycatchers.
Fall 2013 Question:
The fossil evidence indicates that
invertebrate insects were the first flying
animals on Earth. The groups of
vertebrates that have taken to flight using
their own wing power are birds,
____________, and ___________.

Christmas Bird Count
By Paul and Lisa Mundy
The 114th Christmas Bird Count will be held on Saturday, December 21,2013. The LAS will be
surveying winter bird populations in a 7 ½ mile radius from the Lackawanna County Court
House. The count area has been divided into smaller sectors. Each sector is surveyed by
groups led by experienced birders. The Sector leaders would enjoy sharing their knowledge
and showing you their interesting count areas. We welcome everyone to participate whether
you are a skilled birder or an interested beginner.
To take part in this fun day, please call one of the leaders listed below and join his or her
group surveying for winter birds. If you live in one of the count areas and prefer to participate
by reporting birds seen at your feeder, call the leader of your sector after sunset on
December 15th with your results. Better yet, come out and join us that evening at the Count
Down Pot Luck Supper at Beth Gallagher’s home. The potluck starts at 6:00 pm. Please bring
your own place settings. You can contact Beth at 570-961-8541 for directions. Paul Mundy
will compile the results of the count.
It’s a fun day! Please join us. Everyone is welcome! Sectors, Sector Leaders, Telephone
Numbers
A. Clarks Summit Gene Gallagher 570-586-5156
B. South Abington Mike Carey 570-575-5293
C. Dickson City, Olyphant, Throop David Trently 570-483-4275
D. Elmhurst, Roaring Brook Paul and Lisa Mundy 570-941-9851
E. East Mountain, Spring Brook Rebecca and Joe Lesko 570-836-7202
F. Avoca, Pittston Derry Bird 570-945-5226
G. Ransom, Bald Mountain Sue Zenke 570-563-1565
H. Newton Mark Catalano 570-836-1481
I. Scranton, Dunmore, Taylor Beth Gallagher 570-961-8541
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