Course Proposal

1.0 Title and Brief Description:  T/RS 216  “Judaism in Modern Times.”  This course is a detailed study of the history of modern Judaism (1700-present) in all of its aspects, including Messianism, Hasidism, Jewish  Emancipation, new Jewish religious movements, Zionism, Holocaust, and the rise of the State of Israel.  It will satisfy the cultural diversity requirement.

2.0 Course Objectives

2.1  Students will analyze Jewish historical, religious and legal texts.

2.2   Students will demonstrate knowledge of major aspects of Jewish life in the

modern world.

2.3   Students will demonstrate knowledge of the internal  controversies among

Jews about how to react to the new opportunities offered them in modern states.

2.4   Students will analyze the rise of Zionism and the conflicts this created.

2.5   Students will demonstrate knowledge of the many religious options available

for Jews in modern times.

2.6   Students will be able to explain the decisive influence of the modern world 

on the development of Judaism.

3.0 Course Topics:

3.2   The emergence of a modern Jewish community.

3.2 Jewish emancipation.

3.3 Hasidism and its opponents.

3.4 Modern Jewish religious movements. 

3.5 Zionism and the State of  Israel

3.6 Holocaust.

3.7 America as a comfortable exile.

4.0 Assignments:

4.1    Significant readings of contemporary scholarship (Jacob Katz, Jonathan

Sarna, Michael Berenbaum, Yehudah Bauer).

4.2    Written work, including essays and thought papers, involving student 

comprehension of class material that also helps to improve their reading and general writing skills.

4.3    Oral presentations which will be part of a “phased assignment” and form the

 kernel of the student’s term paper.

4.4    Term paper of approximately ten pages which focuses on an aspect of 

Jewish life in modern times which was not dealt with in class.    

5.0 Evaluation:

5.1 Class participation, oral presentation, exams, essays, and a term paper that

helps the student make significant progress towards achievement of the course objectives.

6.0 Prerequisite:   Theology 121, 122
7.0 Course Level:  GE Elective or Theology Minor/Major

