Spanish 335, Service and the Hispanic Community

Fall 2004.  Robert A. Parsons, Ph.D., Professor

Office hrs.: 

Office: 316 O’Hara Hall

Telephones: office – 941-7447; home – 254-9601

Email: parsonsr1@scranton.edu
Texts (to be chosen from this list and other sources): 

Jiménez, Francisco.  Cajas de cartón.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1997.  

Selections from: Jiménez, Francisco.  Mosaíco de la vida: Prosa chicana, cubana, y puertorriquea.  New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1981.

Selections from: Mora, Pat. Borders.  Arte Publico Press, 1986. (poetry)

Hernan Cortés. "Masacre en Cholula" 

Selections from: Tvetzan Todorov.  Conquest of America: The Question of the Other. 1984.

Perez-Torres, Rafael. Chicano ethnicity, cultural hybridity, and the Mestizo voice.

American Literature (March 1998): 153-176.

Selections from: Méndez-Faith, Teresa.  Panoramas literarios: América hispana.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1998.  (Entire section VII, pp. 411-512, on Hispanic Literatura in the United States.)

In addition:

Feature film El norte, other educational films, such as Latin Beat: Latino Culture in the United States and, Ties that Bind: Immigration Stories, Issues of Latino Identity: The Yearning to Be. . . and Biculturalism and Accultura​tion among Latinos.  
Course objectives:

Students will:

1) Read and discuss sociological and historical materials related the Hispanic immigrant experience.  Readings in Spanish or English, discussions in Spanish.

2) Read and discuss literature in Spanish about the immigrant experience by Hispanic immigrant writers (or writers from immigrant families).  Discussions in Spanish.

3) Develop a community service project in conjunction with a local service providing agency, the Director of Collegiate Volunteers, and the course professor.  Provide the professor with a detailed written version of the project.  Project can be written in Spanish or English.

4) Spend approximately three hours per week (40 – 45 hrs. total for the semester) in community service activities working with the local Hispanic population.  

5) Participate in bi-weekly conversations with the professor and other students about the service experience: successes, failures, challenges, practical or material problems, emotional reactions, etc.  These discussions are in addition to the regular three hour class meeting and can be in Spanish or English, individual student’s preference.

Evaluation:

1) There will be regularly scheduled tests and quizzes, and mandatory participation in other exercises of evaluation, such as discussions or reaction papers, related to the work in 1) and 2) above.

2) All students will hand in a final compilation of journal entries detailing week to week activities during the course of the semester.  This should be an objective record of activities kept on a weekly basis throughout the semester.  It should not be done all at the end of the semester.
3) Students will also write a final subjective, personal reaction to the semester’s service work, 8 to 12 pages.  This can be written and handed in near the end of the semester.
4) Documention of all time spent in service activities is required.  The documentation should be verified by a supervisor from the service providing agency, or agencies, if more than one agency is involved in the project.  

Outline of topics to be addressed:

1) Review of census statistics in northeast PA, 1990 – 2000.  Influx of Hispanics, changing demographic patterns.

2) Primary characteristics of Hispanic culture.  Overarching similarities and major differences between Hispanic subcultures and different nationalities.

3) By-products of the immigrant experience: cultural displacement, marginalization and diminished socio-economic status.

4) Reading and analysis of literature relating to the immigrant experience.

5) Getting down to specifics: actual problems faced by the Hispanic immigrant community in NEPA.  Experiences of the students in the community service placements.

6) Several presentations to the class by the Office of Collegiate Volunteers, by local providers of social services to the Hispanic community and, if it can be arranged, by members of the Hispanic community.

