TO:

Dean Rose Sebastianelli



Faculty Senate

FROM:
Joseph A. Fusaro

DATE:

19 March 2002

SUBJECT:
Changes to the Administration Program

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) recently informed us that effective in 2003 the individual elementary principal and secondary principal certificates will give way to one principal K-12 certificate.  A memorandum dated 20 February 2002 from PDE contained the following:

Any institution that had been approved to offer the Elementary School Principal K-6 and/or Secondary School Principal 7-12 program, prior to September 1, 2001, can be approved to recommend candidates for the revised School Principal K-12 certificate by:

A. Submitting a letter detailing how the revisions to the K-12 Principal program(s) comply with the new guidelines (including an advisement sheet).
The Department of Education of the University of Scranton proposes to meet this mandate by collapsing three courses—Ed. 532, Elementary Principal as administrator; Ed. 533, Secondary Principal as Administrator; and Ed. 534, Administration and Organization of the Middle School—into one course: EADM 521, Principal as Administrator.  Under the existing separate programs, students take either the Elementary Principal as Administrator or the Secondary Principal as Administrator course, depending upon whether they are pursuing the elementary or secondary principal’s certificate.  (Also under the current program, students are permitted to substitute Administration and Organization of the Middle School for either the Elementary Principal as Administrator or the Secondary Principal as Administrator.)  In the revised program, everyone will take Principal as Administrator, as it will cover the K-12 gamut.
Also, the department proposes to bifurcate Ed. 528, Practicum in School Administration, into two courses:  EADM 531, Practicum in Elementary School Administration, and EADM 536, Practicum in Secondary School Administration.  Under the existing current program, a student pursing a Master of Science degree in school administration must complete six semester hours of credit under the aegis of either an elementary principal or a secondary principal.  Students may register and complete the six semester hours of credit in one semester, or they may register and complete three semester hours of credit in one semester and three semester hours of credit in another semester.  In the revised program, students must register for three credits of EADM 531and complete the practicum under the aegis of an elementary principal, and they must register for EADM 536 and complete the practicum under the aegis of a secondary principal.
Below is the proposed course of study for the revised program that culminates in a master’s degree.  The existing program is on page 35 of the 2001-2002 Graduate School Catalog.


THE MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

The student will be recommended for the Master of Science degree in educational 
administration after satisfactorily completing the following program of study and 
passing a comprehensive examination.

Course                                                                                                      Credits                                          


Educational Research Course (3 credits)

EFND 502
Educational Research





3


Foundations of Education Course (3 credits)

EFND 521
Advanced Foundations of Education



3


Curriculum and Instruction Course (3 credits)

ECUR 501
Improving Instruction





OR






3


ECUR 506
Curriculum Theory and Development

Administration Courses (24 credits)


EADM 501
Educational Administration




3


EADM 506
Problems in School Administration & Supervision

3


EADM 511
School Finance





3


EADM 516
School Law






3


EADM 521
The Principal as Administrator



3


EADM 526
Principles & Practices of Supervision



3


EADM 531
Practicum in Elementary School Administration

3


EADM 536
Practicum in Secondary School Administration

3

Psychological and Behavioral Course (3 credits)

An appropriate course approved by mentor




3


Elective (3 credits)

A course approved by mentor






3


N.B.  Personnel from the Diocese of Scranton schools will complete six credits in 
Theology courses in lieu of the psychological and behavioral course and the 
elective course.

The current program that leads to a certificate only requires students to complete three semester hours of a practicum with either an elementary or secondary principal.  The revised program will require six semester hours of practica, three with an elementary principal and three with a secondary principal.  So as not to raise the total number of credits for the certification only program beyond 27 credits—as to do so would, we believe, be suicidal—we are proposing that Ed. 508, Advanced Foundations of Education, be dropped as a requirement, for it is not needed to meet any of the PDE standards for the K-12 principalship.  
Below is the proposed revised program of study for the certification only program that leads to the K-12 principalship.  The current certification only program is listed on page 36 of the current Graduate School Catalog.

Certification without a Master’s Degree

Course








       Credits


ECUR 501
Improving Instruction










OR






3


ECUR 506
Curriculum Theory and Instruction







EADM 501
Educational Administration




3


EADM 506
Problems in School Administration & Supervision

3


EADM 511
School Finance





3


EADM 516
School Law






3


EADM 521
The Principal as Administrator



3


EADM 526
Principles & Practices of Supervision



3


EADM 531
Practicum in Elementary School Administration

3


EADM 536
Practicum in Secondary School Administration

3


Note:  In addition to the above requirements, at least five years of appropriate 
certificated experience in basic education are necessary for a Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania administrative certificate.
The Department of Education of the University of Scranton has approved these revisions.  We respectfully ask the Graduate Dean’s Conference and the Faculty Senate to recommend approval of these changes so that we will be able to meet the latest PDE mandate.

 Thank you.

