Phil 222 (P) Modern Philosophy I – Dr. Nordberg

Foundations of modern political philosophy: Machiavelli and the break with the Ancients.  Modern political thought and the social contract.  Hobbes with an appeal to the passions in the state of nature bases politics on our humble beginnings instead of on our end or telos.  Locke, the theoretician of capitalism – his agreement with and divergence from Hobbes, the liberation of the passions to arrive at a social good, the separation of powers, the doctrine of power coming from the people as a basis for revolution.  Locke’s Letter of Toleration and the relation between church and stat.  Rousseau and the crisis of modern political thought.  Foundations of modern epistemology: Descartes and the search for absolute certainty through methodical doubt and rationalism; Hume and empiricism.

