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Proposed Course: The Seven Deadly Sins
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0 New XXNew

o Changes within Major 0 Changes in Course taken only by Majors
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Preliminary FSCC Disposition:

O Committee recommends approval (new program proposals require a Recommendation from the full Senate)
O Proposal will require minimal review:  Anticipated FS Meeting Date:

O Proposal will require significant review: Anticipated FS Meeting Date:
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Course Number: PHIL 333

Rationale for
Course level

New Course
THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS

Date Of Initial Offering: SPRING 2007

Semester year

The focus of this proposed course is more specific than that of the 100 and 200
level courses.

Credit Hours: 3 Format: XX lecture [Jlab [1 other:
Frequency: Oannual [ each semester Clalternate years

Prerequisites: PHIL 120 (Intro) and PHIL 210 (Ethics)

Rationale for
pre-requisites
(if pre-
requisites

are listed)

Catalog
Description
(50 word
maximum)

Similar
Courses being
offered at the
University

Discuss
Extent of
overlap with
existing
courses

The proposed course presupposes a basic understanding of the nature and method
of philosophical inquiry and ethics.

In this course we engage in a conceptual and moral-psychological analysis of
pride, greed, envy, anger, lust, gluttony and sloth. Historical and contemporary
perspectives are considered, with special emphasis on structures of interpersonal
relations and social conditions that give rise to the capital vices.

None

The course builds upon foundations established in Introduction to Philosophy and
Ethics.
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Resources II None
Required
(e.g. library,
equipment,
materials/
facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
Major: [ Required O Elective
GE: O submitted to CCC Wil be submitted to CQ

[] Area Free only

[0 Humanities (CA) 1 S/B Sciences (S) [ Cuitural Diversity (D)
[0 Humanities (CH) [ Natural Science (E) [0 Writing Intensive(W)
J Humanities (CL) XX Theology/Phil (P)

00 Humanities (CF) [J Quantitative Reasoning (Q)

Interdisciplinary: O YES XXNO  Team Teaching: I YES NO
Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: XX NO OOYE$ (Name)

Home College: XX CAS [ PCPS 0O KSOM aaG

Required Attachments:
XX Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of
topics

XX Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations
XX Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechani

Assessment /evaluation shall be based upon student papers and projects, and student
evaluations.
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PHILOSOPHY 333 — THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS

Instructor: Dr. Daniel Haggerty Phone: 941-7485
Office: 565 St. Thomas Hall haggertyd2@scranton.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Whether viewed as cultural constructions or characteristics of human nature, the so-called “seven
deadly sins” continue to stir popular interest and imagination. This course begins with an
overview of the history of the concept, including an explanation of the misnomer: How did seven
capital vices become known as “seven deadly sins”? From there we shall engage in a
conceptual and moral-psychological analysis of pride, envy, anger, lust, greed, gluttony and
sloth. We shall investigate critically both historical and contemporary scholarship on the
relevant moral emotions, concepts, dispositions and behaviors. We shall also consider the role of
vice in human motivation, and how vicious motivations affect human welfare. The vices
themselves shall be considered not exclusively as intrapsychic phenomena, but also as
interpersonal relations and social constructions.

Historical perspectives considered include works by Plato, Aristotle, Plutarch, Seneca,
Augustine, Maimonides, Aquinas, Dante, Spinoza, Freud, Sartre and others. Contemporary
perspectives considered include works by Henry Fairlie, Solomon Schimmel, Robert Solomon,
Phillip Cushman, Simon Blackburn and others.

METHODOLOGY AND REQUIREMENTS

The instructor places high value on creating a community of interactive learning. Students are
expected to attend classes well prepared to explain, interpret and discuss critically the assigned
readings. Prepared lectures are used to supplement the readings, providing background, context
and further connections. The student is responsible not only for all reading assignments but also
for all material presented in lectures and class discussions.

Class attendance and appropriate participation: 20%
Course Project: 20%

Final Exam: 30%

Three 3-page papers: 30%

e & o o

1. Paper Assignments: Each student is to select four of the seven vices and submit a
three page paper critically analyzing the concept under discussion.

2. Course Project: Each student is to assemble and submit a portfolio on one of the
seven vices. Portfolios are to contain an introductory analysis of the chosen vice,
ten items representing the vice, and one paragraph for each article explaining how
the piece exemplifies the vice. Items suitable for the portfolio include but are not
limited to advertisements, photographs, interviews, works of art, poems, lyrics,
excerpts from essays or works of literature, personal experience (respecting
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[image: image5.jpg]confidentiality), etc. Creativity is valued, and students are encouraged to select
articles from a variety of media. Portfolios are due at the last class meeting.

3. Final Exam: The final take-home exam shall comprise essays synthesizing course

material.
GRADE SCALE:

95-100 A
90-94 A-
87-89 B+
84-86 B
80-83 B-
77-79 C+
74-76 €
70-73 C-
67-69 D+
60-66 D
Below 60 F

TEXTS

The Seven Deadly Sins: An Introduction to the History of a Religious Concept, by Morton W.
Bloomfield (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 1952, reprint 1967).

The Seven Deadly Sins: Jewish, Christian, and Classical Reflections on Human Psychology
by Solomon Schimmel (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997).

The Seven Deadly Sins Today, by Henry Fairlie (Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press,
1978).

Wicked Pleasures: Meditations on the Seven “Deadly” Sins, by Robert C. Solomon
(Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield Press, 1999).

Course Reader including excerpts from Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, and others.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Weeks 1-3:  Overview and Introduction
The Seven Deadly Sins: Introduction to the History of a Religious
Concept, Bloomfield, Ch. I-I11
The Seven Deadly Sins: The Persistence of Sin; Schimmel, 1-26
The Seven Deadly Sins Today: The Fact of Sin; Fairlie, 3-36
Wicked Pleasures: Introduction; Solomon, 1-17
“Deadly Vices and Redeeming Virtues: A Feminist Perspective;”
Lamoureux, 6-20

Weeks 4-7:  Pride and Envy.

Weeks 8-11:  Anger and Lust

Week 12-13: Greed

Week 14: Gluttony

Week 15: Sloth
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