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Attached please find the packet that represents the conclusion of a task begun three years ago, the refinement of the graduate programs of the Education Department.  the task was undertaken to accomplish three goals as follows:

1. to address enrollment issues by encouraging Òcross-overÓ use of courses traditionally limited to use in single programs.

2. to identify courses for certification sequences and make the remaining options for in-service teachers more attractive.

3. to implement programs that will create graduate analogs for undergraduate programs and to enable choice from among a number of masters level certification options.

The third objective was actually pursued early in the area of Early Childhood Education.  This program was implemented with a number of options including options for those seeking their first or a second initial certification.  This program has been approved and is currently included in the Education Department catalog descriptions.  The remainder of the changes are outlined in the summary below.

Most of the education programs that are currently found in the graduate catalog will continue, with the exception of the Developmental Literacy Option in the Reading Education program, and the Content Option in the Secondary Education program.  Developmental Literacy is the only program we house which is not intended for the preparation of basic school personnel.  The numbers of enrolled students has never been above single digits and warrants elimination.  The content option has always been sparsely utilized with the Masters Degree in the content areas with graduate course work making more sense at this juncture.  Thus, we propose to eliminate these two options from their respective programs.   

The only other change from the traditional and current format of the initial certification programs is found in the elementary education program.  In order to effect a savings in credits required in methods courses, we propose to teach mathematics and science methods together in a four credit course where they are now taught in two separate three-credit courses.  Currently, we had previously proposed (and had approved) a course in which we teach methods in the area of social studies and in language arts in an integrated four-credit course.  This science and mathematics integrative course would follow that pattern.  Further, the integration would limit the redundant content and still be reflective of the research base in teacher education while providing an opportunity to model what we see as best practice.  Thus, you will find attached a request to approve that course (Educ XXX1).

In what we see as a significant addition, we propose to add a program in Special Education.  The program will lead to certification in special education with the option of earning a masters degree.  Two options exist for the program with one being for teachers already certified and seeking special education as a second certificate, and another for those seeking special education as their initial certificate.  This requires the approval of twelve courses, four of which are the four courses taken to demonstrate competency in the four outcome areas of the graduate internship (student teaching) in special education.  The courses (proposal forms and syllabi attached) requiring approval are as follow:

Educ XXX2 - Special Education Assessment

Educ XXX3 - Assessment Practicum

Educ XXX4 - Secondary/Vocational Transition

Educ XXX5 - Learning Disabilities

Educ XXX6 - Curriculum for High Incidence Disabilities

Educ XXX7 - Curriculum for Low Incidence Disabilities

Educ XXX8 - Emotional/Behavioral Disabilities

Educ XXX9 - professional Seminar

Four outcome areas, graded separately, from the single capstone Internship experience:

Educ XXX10 - Planning in the Special Education Teaching Internship

Educ XXX11 - Instruction in the Special Education Teaching Internship

Educ XXX12 - Management in the Special Education Teaching Internship

Educ XXX13 - professional Growth in the Special Education Teaching Internship

We propose to add a combined Baccalaureate/Masters degree program combining the requirements of the Elementary program and the Special Education program.  With an ability to take two graduate level courses during their senior year, participants in this program will be able to earn both certification and the masters degree within an intensive graduate year of study following graduation from the undergraduate program.

We propose to pull the Curriculum & Instruction options from all individual certification programs (elementary, secondary, early childhood, etc) in order to create an option for in-service teachers that may be more attractive than the current format.  It is envisioned that this new program will truly addresses the issues of curriculum and instruction rather than serving as a mechanism singularly intended to increase enrollment in certification course work.

After an absence of at least a decade, a research option is being restored to the programs of the Education Department.  The personnel and expertise necessary to direct thesis work is available within the department.  Specific procedures for the conduct of thesis work is in development, but does represent policy issues.  This option, identified as the Master of Arts, will involve the production of a thesis in lieu of six credits of elective course work.  This option is present in the Curriculum and Instruction program, Early Childhood Education program, and Reading Education program.

Finally, we propose to implement a new numbering strategy that will address our need for additional course numbers and more appropriately identify the nature of courses.  Through adding new programs and new courses over the years, the available course numbers has become severely limited.  We are proposing to create course numbers with the prefixes as follows:  EELM for Elementary Education;  ESEC for Secondary Education;  ESPC for Special Education; EECE for Early Childhood Education; ERDG for Reading Education; EADM for Educational Supervision and Administration; and EDUC for Curriculum and Instruction course work.  Further, for courses that are unique to the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent Letter of Eligibility, we propose that they be numbered in the EADM 600 range.  The renumbering, if approved, would be facilitated by the Education Department at the convenience of the Graduate School staff.

This is a large number of changes and results from a long-planned sequence of  development of both faculty and resources.  The proposal as it is coming forward is due, in large part, to the efforts of Graduate Program Director Joseph Fusaro, and Drs. Barbara Cozza and Tim Hobbs.  I am pleased to forward this to you with my full endorsement.  I look forward to feedback on all of the issues presented here as the package moves through the required levels of review.
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