University of Scranton

Education Department

Course:


Educ 5** Secondary, Transitional and Vocational Services
Credit Value:

3
Semester:

***
Day / Time:

***
Room:


TBA
Instructor:

***
Catalog Description:
The role of the special education teacher in designing and implementing transitional and vocational services for students with disabilities. Emphasis is on the role of the special education professional as an advocate for access to school, state and federal resources for persons with disabilities.
Primary Text:
Rusch, F., & Chadsey, J. (1998) Beyond High School: transition from school to work. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company
Supplemental Reading
Journal articles reflecting current research and best practices will be assigned
Course Objectives: At the conclusion of the course, participating students will have a demonstrable knowledge regarding:
Decision and planning procedures for effectively assisting students transition with special needs from school to adulthood including  employment, community and daily life, and maximizing their opportunities for full participation in their community.
Roles of Special Educators, students, parents and others in the transition process.
Key issues and current best practices regarding planning, instruction and collaboration leading to successful transition.
Content and development of individual transition objectives.
Local, state and national agencies, organizations and advocacy groups serving transition age students and their respective roles in the transition process.
Laws, rules and regulations, and local district policies and procedures (including due process rights) relevant to transition and their relationship to instruction and transition planning.
The teachers role as an advocate for the successful transition of students to adult life and service settings.
University of Scranton
Education Department
Course:


Education 5**
Credit Value:

3
Semester:

******
Day / Time:

******
Room:


TBA
Instructor:

******
Title


Learning Disabilities
Catalog Description:
Introduction to learning disabilities: definitions, current theories, etiological basis, and educational management of students with learning disabilities and / or hyperactivity and attention deficit.
Text:                                   Hallahan, D., Kauffman, J., & Lloyd, J. (1999). Introduction to Learning Disabilities. Needham Heights MA: Allyn & Bacon.
Supplemental readings
Journal articles reflecting current research and best practices will be assigned
Goals: The course is designed to introduce students to the history, evolving trends, key academic interventions and theoretical underpinnings of the education of children with learning disabilities.
Conduct of the Course: The course will be conducted in a variety of formats including lecture, discussion and small group process. There will be a considerable emphasis on cooperative learning. All students will be assigned to collaborating teams or partnerships early in the semester and will complete many course requirements in this context. Assignments may include (a) group review and presentation regarding readings, films or research materials, (b) group problem solving , and (c) group presentation and instruction. Collaborative activities will require team meetings outside of class hours and may involve cooperative grading such as: single scores for group products; averaging of team members scores for a group grade; and peer assessment. Visits and observations to special education sites may be required.
General Assignments: General Assignments: Students are expected to (a) obtain the text, (b) read assigned materials, (c) participate in class and community activities, (d) complete assignments in a timely manner, (e) and prepare for all activities and exams in advance. Late material may be rejected or assigned a reduced grade. Make up assignments may not be available.
Course Sequence: The presentation of course material and content will typically concur with the sequence of the text.
1. Ongoing issues and themes
2. Causes of learning disabilities
3. Educational approaches
4. Assessment

University of Scranton

Education Department

Course:


Education 5**, Assessment Practicum
Co-requisite

Education 265 / 5**SPED Educational Assessment
Credit Value:

1

Semester:

****
Day / Time:

****
Room:


TBA / various school and community sites
Instructor:

****
Catalog Description:
Students will obtain experience with assessment of students’ special needs.
Text:
none
________________________________________________________________
Conduct of the Course: The course will be conducted in a variety of formats including discussion, investigation and small group process. Active participation in all class activities is assumed and there will be a considerable emphasis on cooperative learning. All students will be assigned to a collaborating team early in the semester and will complete many of the course requirements and activities in this context. Course participants will be required to attend meetings and other activities outside of class hours. Course evaluation will involve cooperative grading and peer assessment.
General Assignments: Course activities are intended to add a practical “hands on” dimension to these objectives identified for Education 265 / 5**. Students are expected to (a) participate in assigned activities and projects, and (b) complete all assignments and activities in a timely manner. Late material may be rejected or result in a reduced grade. Make up assignments may not be available. Students enrolled for graduate credit are expected to take a  leadership role in all course discussions activities and to complete all assignments in a manner consistent with their graduate status.
Practicum activities: Students are required to complete various projects / activities relevant to assessment and students with special needs. Activities are to be selected from those listed in the syllabus.
Practicum Log: All practicum activities will be recorded in a log to be maintained by each student or collaborating student team. Logs will be presented to the instructor for review intermittently and at the end of the semester. Entries should include:
a. The time and location of each activity
b. The participants (persons present) in the activity
c. A brief descriptive paragraph that summarizes the activity.
Course Sequence: Activities will be sequenced to correspond with lecture and reading in 
Education 265 / 5**.
University of Scranton

Education Department

Course:


Education 5** SPED Educational Assessment
Co-requisite

Education 258/ 5**, Assessment Practicum
Credit Value:

3

Semester:

****
Day / Time:

****
Room:


****
Instructor:

*******
Catalog Description:
Course is focused on strategies, methods and instruments for assessing students with disabilities cognitive, psychomotor, and affective development. Theory to practice linkages are stressed. An observation component is part of course expectations.

Text:
Mcloughlin & Lewis, 2000, Assessing Special Students, 
Conduct of the Course: The course will be conducted in a variety of formats including discussion, investigation and small group process. Active participation in all class activities is assumed and there will be a considerable emphasis on cooperative learning. All students will be assigned to a collaborating team early in the semester and will complete many of the course requirements and activities in this context. Course participants will be required to attend meetings and other activities outside of class hours. Course evaluation will involve cooperative grading and peer assessment.
General Assignments: Students are expected to (a) obtain the text, (b) complete all reading and other assignments in a timely manner, (c) complete a midterm, reaction / analysis papers and final exam. Late material may be rejected or result in a reduced grade. Make up assignments may not be available.
Reaction / analysis papers: Students will prepare 4 papers from the following list.  
1. Review article in the Journal of Special Education  (or other comparable journal) regarding interactive (or dynamic) assessments. Identify the main components of this approach and compare it to informal assessments.
2. Review of a new test or assessment procedure in a professional journal such as Remedial and Special Education or Diagnostique. Summarize / critique the test.
3. Obtain and review a copy of a norm referenced test suitable for use in a special education setting. Examine the manual and describe / critique how it treats technical adequacy. (Is the norm group adequately described?; is reliability reported?; is there support for reliability? Etc.)
4. Examine an IEP. Identify, critique and discuss it in terms of the components mandated by PL94-142 and IDEA.
Note: Timelines, guidelines and instruction regarding these activities will be made available during class.
Course Sequence: Activities will be sequenced to correspond with the text.
University of Scranton
Education Department
Course:


Education 5**

Credit Value:

3
Semester:

****
Day / Time:

****
Room:


TBA
Instructor:

*******
Title


Designing Curriculum for students with Low Incidence Disabilities
Catalog Description:
Emphasis on the effective design and use of curriculum and materials to educate students with low incidence disabilities. 
Text: 
Westling, D., & Foxx, L. (1995). Teaching Students with Severe Disabilities. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: prentice-Hall
Supplemental Reading
Various research materials, CEC journal articles and internet resources TBA
Conduct of the Course: The course is designed to prepare students to design and implement curriculum and methods for instructing children and young adults (age 3 through 21) with low incidence disabilities. There will be considerable emphasis on information and activities relevant to instructing children with severe and low incidence disabilities in inclusive educational settings. Course content will be presented in a variety of formats including lecture, discussion and small group process. All students will be assigned to collaborating teams or partners early in the semester and will complete many of the course requirements in this context. Assignments may include (a) group review and presentation regarding readings, films or research materials, (b) group problem solving , and (c) group presentation and instruction. Collaborative activities will require team meetings outside of class hours and may involve cooperative grading such as: single scores for group products; averaging of team members scores for a group grade; and peer assessment. Observations of special education sites will be required.
General Assignments:  Students are expected to (a) obtain the text, (b) read assigned materials, (c) participate in assigned activities, (d) complete assignments in a timely manner, (e) and prepare for quizzes and exams. Late material may be rejected or given a reduced grade. Make up assignments may not be available. Students taking this course for graduate credit are expected to take a leadership role in all class activities and discussions and to complete all assignments in a manner consistent with their graduate status.
Course Sequence: The presentation of course content will concur with the sequence of the text.
 Note: Changes in the sequence may be necessary in order to accomplish the objectives of the course and to accommodate course activities.
1. definitions, descriptions, characteristics and potential
2. philosophy and best practice
3. collaborative teaming
4. planning instructional programs

Course:


Education  5**
Credit Value:

3
Semester:

***
Day / Time:

***
Room:


TBA
Instructor:

*****
Title


Emotional & Behavioral Disabilities
Catalog Description:
A study of the problems associated with emotional and behavioral disabilities in the classroom. Emphasis is on behavior management and appropriate learning strategies for inclusionary, general education classrooms, self contained special education classes and residential schools.
Text:                                   Kauffman, J. (2000). Characteristics of Emotional and Behavioral Disorders of Children and Youth  (Sixth Edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill
Supplemental readings
TBA
Goals: The course is designed to introduce students to the history, evolving trends, key academic interventions and theoretical underpinnings of the education of children with emotional and behavioral disabilities.
Conduct of the Course: The course will be conducted in a variety of formats including lecture, discussion and small group process. There will be a considerable emphasis on cooperative learning. All students will be assigned to collaborating teams or partners early in the semester and will complete many of the course requirements in this context. Assignments may include (a) group review and presentation regarding readings, films or research materials, (b) group problem solving , and (c) group presentation and instruction. Collaborative activities will require team meetings outside of class hours and may involve cooperative grading such as single scores for group products; averaging of team members scores for a group grade; and peer assessment. Visits and observations to special education sites may be required.
General Assignments: Students are expected to (a) obtain the text, (b) read assigned materials, (c) participate in class activities, (d) complete assignments in a timely manner, (e) and prepare for quizzes and exams. Late material may be rejected or given a reduced grade. Make up assignments may not be available.  
Course Sequence: The presentation of course content will typically concur with the sequence of the text. Changes in the sequence may be necessary in order to accomplish the goals and objectives of the course.
Objectives
At the conclusion of the course students will have a demonstrable understanding of:
Course:


Education 5**
Credit Value:

3 semester units
Semester:

****
Day / Time:

****
Room:


****
Instructor:

****
Title:


Professional Seminar
Catalog Description:
Focus on the Special Educator as a team member in a large group which may include administrators, ancillary staff, parents, and other professionals. Students will be closely guided in IEPs, transition plans, and school based grant proposals. Additionally students will construct portfolios and participate in case management.

Prerequisites:

Concurrent enrollment in Special Education student teaching
Text(s):
Shelton, C. & Pollingue, A. (In press) The Exceptional Teachers Handbook: the first-year special education teachers’ guide to success. 
Ysseldyke, J., Algozzine, B. & Thurlow, M. (2000). Critical Issues in Special Education. Hughton Mifflin Company, Boston.
Objectives: 
At the conclusion of the course, students will have a demonstrable understanding of:
Implications of variations in beliefs, traditions, and values across the spectrum of special education practice.
Practical implications and implementation of rights and responsibilities of parents, students, teachers and other professionals, and schools as regards learning needs of exceptional students.
Effective self-monitoring and ongoing self-evaluation of instruction while delivering Special education services.
Best practices for directing and maximizing the classroom services provided by paraprofessionals, instructional aides, volunteers, and peer tutors.
The role of the Special Education teacher as a consultant and model of best practices in the school environment.
The role of the Special Education teacher in demonstrating commitment to developing the highest educational and quality-of-life potential of individuals with exceptional learning needs.
The role of the Special Education teacher in demonstrating in demonstrating positive regard for the culture,  religion, gender, and sexual orientation of individual students.
The role of the Special Education teacher in promoting and maintaining a high level of

University of Scranton

Education Department

Course:


Education 5**
Credit Value:

3
Semester:

***
Day / Time:

***
Room:


***
Instructor:

***
Title


Designing Curriculum for students with high incidence disabilities
Catalog Description:
Emphasis on the effective design and use of curriculum and materials to educate students (age 3 through 21) with high incidence disabilities.
Text: 
Mercer & Mercer; (2001) Teaching Students with Learning Problems. Sixth edition.
Supplemental Reading
Various research materials, CEC journal articles and internet resources TBA
Goals: 
Students will acquire information and skills needed to design and implement curriculum and methods for children with high incidence disabilities.
Objectives:
Students will have a demonstrable understanding of;
1. Conduct of instructional and other professional activities consistent with the requirements of laws, rules and regulations and local district policies and procedures.

2. Educational implications of characteristics of students with high incidence disabilities.

3. Curricula for the development of motor, cognitive, academic, social, language, affective, and career skills for individuals with high incidence disabilities.

4. Use appropriate language arts methods, including reading, spelling, handwriting, and oral/written expression and instructional strategies for students with high incidence disabilities.

5. Use appropriate math methods and instructional strategies including articulation, practice, immediate feedback, and review for students with high incidence disabilities.

6. Integrate appropriate teaching strategies and instructional approaches to provide effective instruction in other academic and nonacademic areas (i.e. science, social studies, art music, etc.)

7. Differing learning styles of individuals with exceptional learning needs and how to adapt teaching to these styles.

8. Design a learning environment that encourages active participation by learners in a variety of individual and group learning activities.

9. Design, structure and manage daily routines, effectively including transition time for students, other staff and the instructional setting.

