Weinberg Memorial Library Report

DPT Proposal


Overview

The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Memorial Library opened for the use of students, faculty, staff and the general public in June 1992.  The Library is located in the center of the campus, providing easy access to the community.  The five-story building provides facilities for group study, quiet study, computer labs, user instruction, Internet searching and 24 hour access.  Since its opening, the Library has kept pace with changes in technology and research methodology.  Physical changes include rewiring the print index area for electronic access, wiring five floors for wireless connection to the Internet, an 800% jump in the number of workstations (from 10 to 80), and upgraded lighting.  Service improvements include consortial agreements and virtual library catalogs for the Northeast Pennsylvania Library Network (NPLN) and Pennsylvania Academic Library Consortium Inc. (PALCI) with direct borrowing access to over 30 million volumes, over 100 databases available from home or campus, over 8,500 full text online journals, approximately 1,900 full text books and an intensive user instruction program.  NPLN includes area colleges and universities:  Marywood University, King’s College, Wilkes University, College Misericordia, Luzerne County Community College and Keystone College and public libraries in Scranton and Wilkes-Barre.  The University of Scranton also has a reciprocal borrowing agreement with the Scranton Public Library.  PALCI consists of 24 major academic libraries including Penn State, Lehigh, the University of Pittsburgh, Bucknell, Bryn Mawr, Carnegie-Mellon and St. Joseph’s University.  Nine additional libraries will join PALCI in Fall 2001; among these are Franklin & Marshall and Villanova.

The Library is open 99.5 hours a week with extended hours until 2:00 a.m. during finals.  Reference librarians are on duty all hours that the Library is open.  The Library is 80,000 square feet and has seating for 1,000.  Current holdings include 334,189 print volumes, 1,900 full text electronic books in a shared PALCI collection, 1928 print subscriptions, 8,500 full text electronic journals, 100 databases, 12,303 non-print items, and 98,742 microform volume-equivalents in journals, historical documents, and newspapers.

There is an “Open Book” system for users with visual impairment.  This system scans text and converts it to speech.  The converted text can be saved to a diskette for use on a home computer.  Two of the Library’s computers have “Zoom-Text” for magnification of print for those who have visual impairment.  The Library has 6 photocopy machines that are ADA compliant.

For faculty and student research, the Library has forged reciprocal lending agreements with other libraries for document delivery.  In addition to PALCI and NPLN, American Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU) and libraries whose collections supplement the University’s provide documents and books.  The Library uses the ARIEL system to deliver and receive documents over the Internet.   The University of Scranton is consistently a net lender, lending more books and documents than it borrows.

Faculty and students may borrow an unlimited number of books from the Library.  The period of loan for faculty is one year.  For students the loan is for one month.  There is no limit on the number of times a book can be renewed.  Users may renew their own books through “My Account” in the Library’s Online Catalog.  Remote users can place a hold on books in the Library’s catalog.  These books are pulled from the collection for the remote user and held for them.  Through PALCI, users can order books from other libraries without having to go through Interlibrary loan.  The user gets an email from PALCI telling them when the book has arrived for his/her use.

Users have access to the Library’s databases, full text journals and books through a proxy server that authenticates their affiliation.  There is an extensive instructional program to help users make the optimum use of these resources.  Students can also schedule individual sessions with librarians for research assistance.  The Library subscribes to several databases that specifically address the needs of Physical Therapy students.  These include Medline, IDEAL, CINAHL, ProQuest and Academic Universe.

The University of Scranton uses the Blackboard system course authoring software for Internet based instruction.   Electronic Reserves (ERes) enable remote users to access required readings on course reserve.  The Library has established a deposit account with the Copyright Clearing Center to comply with copyright fee payment.  Items for which permission cannot be secured are not placed on reserve.

Physical Therapy

The Physical Therapy Department has a number of avenues for interaction with the Library.  A Departmental Library Representative sits on the Library Advisory Committee to advise Library Administration on decision and provide input on departmental needs.  A subject area bibliographer on the Library’s Collection Development Team routes bibliographic selection tools to the Library Representative.  These include Choice cards, Baker & Taylor pre-publication slips and Blackwell pre-publications slips.  

In 2000-2001,  $830,080.00 was expended on Library materials.  Expenditures for monographs were $110,335.00, for standing orders including electronic resources expenditures were $315,083.00 and for serials, $404,662.00.  For the Library, the average cost of a book was $38.68.  The average cost of a serial was $261.66.  For the Physical Therapy Department, the average cost of a book was $59.00 and the average cost of a serial was $302.67.  

Following is a comparison of five years' allocations for the PT Department:

	
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-00
	2000-01
	2001-02

	Monographs
	$1,856.00                
	$1,856.00              
	-
	$1,079.00            
	$783.00

	Serials
	11,237.00       
	11,237.00       
	$13,740.00        
	14,000.00         
	14,356.00

	Standing Orders
	60.00
	60.00
	60.00
	60.00
	-

	Total
	$13,153.00     
	$13,153.00     
	$13,800.00     
	$15,139.00       
	$15,139.00

	Increase
	
	
	$647.00
	$1,339.00*
	


*Includes $500 for Science journal inflation and $500.00 for new program.

Comparison to Libraries of DPT Program Institutions


University of Scranton Physical Therapy holdings were compared to Arcadia University (formerly Beaver College) and Slippery Rock University.  Both institutions already have DPT programs in place.  Arcadia is a small, private institution located in Glenside PA.  Slippery Rock University is part of the Pennsylvania State system of higher education.  As one can see from the following numerical analysis, WML holdings are stronger than both institutions’ library holdings.  It appears that nothing above the normal increments already planned for improvement of the collection is necessary.

Note:  Thank you to the WML staff (Bonnie Strohl and Linda Neyer) who provided the data for this report.
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