DPT Curriculum Design

DPT PROPOSAL

DPT PROGRAM

The DPT will be the entry-level degree for professional physical therapists.  The first class of qualified applicants with baccalaureate degrees will enter the DPT program in the summer of 2005.   The target enrollment number for each DPT class will be 45 students (identical to present MPT program).  Direct applicants to the DPT program will be combined with Pre-PT students to arrive at 45 students per class.  



ASSUMPTIONS

Philosophical and Pedagogical Design Considerations – 

· Overall – 
1. comply with CAPTE accreditation evaluative criteria and the spirit of Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education

2. provide doctoral-level preparation (Doctor of Physical Therapy – DPT) for entry into the physical therapy profession.  The curriculum should educate physical therapists who can practice in a manner consistent with the APTA Vision Statement for 2020 (HOD 06-00-24-35) and the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice. 

3. foster professional behaviors that are consistent with the Catholic and Jesuit mission of the University of Scranton

4. ensure that general education requirements (including writing intensive and cultural diversity requirements) are completed before entering the DPT professional curriculum

· Organizational –
1. complete the DPT in 3 academic years (to remain competitive with other DPT programs)

2. schedule the program so that students finish in time for normal, May Graduate School commencement

3. primary admission point is after a baccalaureate degree, but allow for freshman admit and transfer admit to undergraduate pre-requisite years (baccalaureate degree must be awarded for students who do not possess one)

4. share many courses with a transition DPT for MPTs and BSPTs

· Clinical Internship Wants and Needs –
1. increase the amount of full time internship experience

2. provide clinical exposure early in the curriculum

3. schedule clinical internships to distribute workload (on clinical internship sites and Academic Coordinator of Clinical Education) throughout the year, and to allow for remediation periods 

· Curricular Wants and Needs –
1. add content in diagnosis, diagnostic imaging, and pharmacology

2. incorporate case presentations/grand rounds that involve students at multiple curricular levels (and ideally students in other disciplines) – connect case presentations/grand rounds to early clinical exposure

3. ensure that the following “common threads” are addressed in all “clinically-related*” courses (CAPTE PT Evaluative Criteria):

a. evaluation of published professional literature regarding the dimensions of validity, reliability, sensitivity, specificity and implications for practice (3.8.3.10+11)

b. professional, legal, ethical behavior (3.8.3.3-5)

c. individual differences (3.8.3.2)

d. screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, plan of care, intervention, outcomes assessment (3.8.3.15-32)

e. documentation – a common, department-wide system (3.8.3.30 + 3.8.3.1)

f. prevention and wellness (3.8.3.33+34)

g. instruction of patients and peers (3.8.3.29.+ 3.8.3.13)

h. age-related and lifespan issues (3.8.3.16+19, 3.8.3.34)

Prerequisites and Admission Requirements – Students will have completed the following pre-requisites before admission to the DPT program:

· Baccalaureate degree (or a minimum of 90 credits for University of Scranton Pre-PT students and transfer students with exemplary credentials).  Completed course work should assure that the student has acquired a broad background in the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities.  Courses should have provided skills in written and oral communication, computer use and information retrieval.  Students should be able to think critically and independently, weigh values and understand fundamental theory.  Students should exhibit good citizenship and responsible social behavior, and they should be prepared to develop professional collegiality and professional ethical behaviors.  

· The science grade point average should be high (3.0 on 4.0 scale minimum accepted, 3.5 or higher recommended).  

· The overall grade point average should also be high (for applicants with bachelors degrees 2.75 on 4.0 scale minimum accepted, 3.0 or higher recommended; for U of S Pre-PT students 2.85 on 4.0 scale minimum accepted, 3.0 or higher recommended).  

· Science courses with grades of less than C will not be accepted.  

· The following coursework is required:

· 2 courses (at least 6 credits) general biology with laboratory

· 1 course (at least 3 credits) mammalian (preferably human) physiology with laboratory

· 2 courses (at least 6 credits) general chemistry with laboratory

· 2 courses (at least 6 credits) general physics with laboratory

· 1 course (at least 3 credits) mathematics (trigonometry or higher)

· 1 course (at least 3 credits) general psychology

· 1 course (at least 3 credits) advanced psychology (developmental, child, adolescent, or abnormal recommended)

· 1 course (at least 3 credits) statistics (descriptive and inferential)

· First aid and CPR certification (must be maintained during entire matriculation)

· Competence in medical terminology (course or successful challenge-test)

· Evidence of familiarity with the profession of physical therapy (at least 20 hours patient-related physical therapy experience, volunteer or employment activity and positive recommendation from supervising licensed physical therapist)

· Graduate Record Examination (General Test) within past 5 years for applicants who are not University of Scranton Pre-PT students.  Educational Testing Service data (10/1/96 to 9/30/99) indicates the following scores for individuals intending to major in physical therapy:

GRE SCORES FOR PERSONS INTENDING TO MAJOR IN PHYSICAL THERAPY

	VERBAL
	QUANTITATIVE
	ANALYTICAL

	Mean

443
	SD

78
	Mean

556
	SD

99
	Mean

556
	SD

110


From General Test Percentage Distribution of Scores Within Intended Broad Graduate Major Field . . . , Educational Testing Service, Princeton NJ.

Applicants to the University DPT program should have GRE scores at or above these means.  When several years of applicant data can be compared to success in the program, valid minimum scores will be established.

SUMMER YEAR I

	Human Anatomy for PT – lecture and lab

A 10 or 11 week course including all anatomy (but not kinesiology or biomechanics) content presently taught in Principles of Human Anatomy (PT245) and Advanced Human Anatomy for PT (PT345) anatomy courses.


	6 credits 

3 lecture

3 lab


	SUMMER I TOTALS (10-11 weeks)

(see scheduling options below)
	6 cr

130-132 hrs

	Lecture Credits
	3
	Lab Credits
	3 

	Lecture Hours per Week
	4-5
	Lab Hours per Week
	8

	Lecture Hours for Semester
	44-50
	Lab Hours for Semester
	80-88


	SCHEDULING OPTIONS FOR ANATOMY

	
	10 Week Model
	
	11 Week Model

	
	Lecture M-F 9:00-9:50am 50 contact hrs
	
	Lecture M-R (or other 4 days) 9:00-9:50am 

44 contact hrs

	Two Lab Sections
	Lab I MT+RF (or other 4 days) 10:00-11:50am 

80 contact hrs
	Faculty Workload

15 cr
	Lab I M-R (or other 4 days) 10:00-11:50am 

88 contact hrs

	
	Lab II MT+RF (or other 4 days) 1:00-2:50pm 

80 contact hrs
	
	Lab II M-R (or other 4 days) 1:00-2:50pm 

88 contact hrs

	Three Lab Sections

(additional faculty?)
	Lab III MT+RF (or other 4 days) 3:00-4:50pm 

80 contact hrs
	Faculty Workload

18 cr
	Lab III M-R (or other 4 days) 3:00-4:50pm 

88 contact hrs

	Student Contact Hrs
	130
	
	132


FALL YEAR I

	Intro to Physical Therapy Practice – 3 hours lecture per week

Includes introduction to:

· profession (history and current issues)

· roles (introduction to breadth of professional PT roles such as patient care, education, prevention and wellness, research, consultation, management) and responsibilities of the physical therapist (including professional, legal, and ethical behavior)

· disablement models 

· practice (Guide to PT Practice – PT process: screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, intervention, outcomes assessment)

· documentation

· critical evaluation of literature for evidenced-based practice (validity, reliability, sensitivity, specificity, implications for practice)

This course should also include clinical exposure.  I suggest two half days per month for each student in a local clinic.  The goals of this activity are to provide an introduction and orientation to professional practice, beginning professional behavior development, and to allow beginning student-patient interaction. This should be a structured experience with specific measurable outcomes (perhaps a case report that illustrates the student’s understanding of the PT process listed above).

This course assimilates and replaces PT290 Clinical Education Seminar I.  No medical terminology instruction (this is a requirement for admission to program).


	3 credits
3 lecture

	Kinesiology and Pathokinesiology for PT – 3 hours lecture and 2 hours lab/seminar per week
This course includes the biomechanics content presently taught in PT245 (Principles of Human Anatomy) and the content presently taught in PT375 Kinesiology and Pathokinesiology for PT


	4 credits
3 lecture

1 lab

	Neuroscience – 3 hours lecture per week

Anatomy and physiology of the human nervous system


	3 credits
3 lecture

	Applied Clinical Neurology* – 2 hours lab per week

Principles and techniques for screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis and prognosis of nervous system dysfunction.  At the completion of this course the student will be able to conduct a clinical neurological examination.

  
	1 credit
1 lab

	Pathology – 3 hours lecture per week

An introductory course in human disease


	3 credits

3 lecture

	Clinical Sciences I – 3 hours lecture per week
content about medical and surgical conditions of the cardiovascular/pulmonary, endocrine, gastrointestinal, genitourinary, integumentary, musculoskeletal and neuromuscular systems and about the health care practitioners routinely caring for patients with these conditions (see CAPTE PT Evaluative Criteria definition for “Clinical Sciences” and 3.8.2)

coordinate with content in Clinical Sciences II (don’t duplicate systems or practitioners)
	3 credits

3 lecture

	Grand Rounds II* –†2 hours lecture first ½ of semester (8 weeks)

1st year students attend case presentations from Internship II (or PCPS Faculty Practice) by 3rd year students (1st year students attend only – they do not present and do not receive credit). Presentations include relevant basic science information, and the details of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, plan of care, intervention, and outcomes for the patient.  Students present age-related and lifespan issues and educational issues related to the case.  Students discuss published professional literature, and legal-ethical issues related to the case.  Students display examples of documentation for the case.


	0 credits

	FALL I SEMESTER TOTALS (16 weeks)
	17cr 

	Lecture Credits
	15 
	Lab Credits
	2 

	Lecture Hours per Week
	15 (†add 2)
	Lab Hours per Week
	4 

	Lecture Hours for Semester
	240 (†256)
	Lab Hours for Semester
	64


SPRING YEAR I 

	Basic Techniques in Patient Management* – 2 hours lecture and 2 hours lab per week
similar to present course  (coordinate/move content with/between Intro to Ther Ex?, note:  present course is deleting first aid and adding wound management)
	3 credits

2 lecture

1 lab

	Introduction to Therapeutic Exercise* - 2 hours lecture and 2 hours lab per week

similar to present course (coordinate/move content with/between Basic Techniques?)
	3 credits

2 lecture

1 lab

	Clinical Sciences II – 3 hours lecture per week

continuation of Clinical Sciences I
	3 credits
3 lecture

	Therapeutic Modalities * - 2 hour lecture and 4 hours lab per week

similar to present course
	4 credits

2 lecture

2 lab

	Diagnosis – 3 hours lecture per week

Students learn to engage in the diagnostic process in an efficient manner, consistent with the policies and procedures of the practice setting and to establish differential diagnoses for patients across the lifespan based on evaluation of results of examinations and medical and psychological information.  Students learn how to effectively communicate or discuss diagnoses or clinical impressions with other practitioners.  (CAPTE Evaluative Criteria 3.8.3.18-20)  The course should include an introduction to diagnostic tools (including imaging and laboratory studies).
	3 credits

3 lecture

	Clinical Education Seminar I – 1 hour lecture per week
similar to present Clin Ed Seminar II, include clinical exposure 2 half days per month (coordinate with Intro to PT)
	1 credit

1 lecture

	Grand Rounds I* – 2 hours lecture first 1/2 of semester (8 weeks)

1st year students prepare and present basic science for 2nd year student presentations of cases from Internship I.  Presentations include relevant basic science information, and the details of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, plan of care, intervention, and outcomes for the patient.  Students present age-related and lifespan issues and educational issues related to the case.  Students discuss published professional literature, and legal-ethical issues related to the case.  Students display examples of documentation for the case.


	.5 credit

.5 lecture

	SPRING I SEMESTER TOTALS (16 weeks)
	17.5 cr

	Lecture Credits  
	13.5
	Lab Credits  
	4

	Lecture Hours per Week
	15  1st half, 13  2nd half
	Lab Hours per Week
	8 

	Lecture Hours for Semester
	120 + 104 = 224
	Lab Hours for Semester
	128


SUMMER YEAR II - Off

FALL YEAR II 
	Orthopaedic PT I* – 2 hours lecture and 4 hours lab per week
similar to present course
	4 credits
2 lecture

2 lab

	Neurologic PT* – 2 hours lecture and 4 hours lab per week
similar to PT Approaches to Neurologic Populations
	4 credits
2 lecture

2 lab

	Cardiopulmonary PT* – 3 hours lecture and 2 hours lab per week 
similar to present course
	4 credits
3 lecture

1 lab

	Psycho/social Aspects of Disability – 3 hours lecture per week 

similar to present course
	3 credits
3 lecture



	Pharmacology – 3 hours lecture
	3 credits
3 lecture

	FALL II SEMESTER TOTALS (16 weeks)
	18 cr

	Lecture Credits
	13 
	Lab Credits
	5 

	Lecture Hours per Week
	13 
	Lab Hours per Week
	10 

	Lecture Hours for Semester
	208
	Lab Hours for Semester
	160


SPRING YEAR II First 1/2 (8 weeks)
	Clinical Education Seminar II – 2 hours lecture per week
similar to present Clin Ed III course
	1 credit
1 lecture



	Rehabilitation I* – 2 hours lecture and 4 hours lab per week 

similar to 1/2 of present course – coordinate with Rehab II
	2 credits
1 lecture

1 lab

	Research I – 4 hours lecture per week
similar to present Introduction to Research – coordinate with Research II
	2 credits
2 lecture



	Orthopaedic PT II* – 4 hours lecture and 4 hours lab per week
Continuation of Orthopaedic PT I
	3 credits
2 lecture

1 lab

	Motor Control and Motor Learning – 4 hours lecture and 4 hours lab per week 

similar to present course
	3 credits
2 lecture

1 lab

	Grand Rounds I* – 2 hours lecture per week

2nd year student present cases from Internship I (1st year students prepare and present basic science).  Presentations include relevant basic science information, and the details of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, plan of care, intervention, and outcomes for the patient.  Students present age-related and lifespan issues and educational issues related to the case.  Students discuss published professional literature, and legal-ethical issues related to the case.  Students display examples of documentation for the case.


	.5 credit

.5 lecture

	SPRING II 1ST 1/2 SEMESTER TOTALS (8 weeks)
	11.5 cr

	Lecture Credits
	8.5 
	Lab Credits
	3 

	Lecture Hours per Week
	18 
	Lab Hours per Week
	12 

	Lecture Hours for Semester
	144
	Lab Hours for Semester
	96


SPRING YEAR II Second 1/2 (8 weeks)

	Clinical Internship I – 8 week full time 

basic patient management, basic gait training, basic ther ex, basic examination, modalities, ortho PT, card/pul PT, adult neuro PT, basic rehab PT
	8 credits

	SPRING II 2ND 1/2 SEMESTER TOTALS (8 weeks)
	8 cr

320 hrs


SUMMER YEAR III 

	Clinical Internship II – 8 weeks full time 

basic patient management, basic gait training, basic ther ex, basic examination, modalities, ortho PT, card/pul PT, neuro PT, basic rehab PT
	8 credits

	SUMMER III TOTALS (8 weeks)
	8 cr

320 hrs


FALL YEAR III First 1/2 (8 weeks)
	Clinical Education Seminar III – 2 hours lecture per week
similar to present Clin Ed IV course
	1 credit
1 lecture



	Rehabilitation II* – 2 hours lecture and 4 hours lab per week 

similar to 2nd 1/2 of present course – coordinate with Rehab I
	2 credits
1 lecture

1 lab

	Research II – 4 hours lecture per week
similar to present Research Design and Implementation– coordinate with Research I – note: presentations will be made during 2nd 1/2 of Spring Year III
	2 credits
2 lecture



	Pediatrics for PT* – 4 hours lecture and 4 hours lab per week 
similar to present course Intro to Developmental Pediatrics
	3 credits
2 lecture

1 lab

	Geriatrics for PT* – 4 hours lecture per week 
similar to present course
	2 credits
2 lecture



	Advanced Clinical Skills* – 2 hours lecture/lab per week

similar to present course
	1 credit

1 lecture

	Grand Rounds II*– 2 hours lecture per week

3rd year students present cases from Internship II (1st year students attend) Presentations include relevant basic science information, and the details of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, plan of care, intervention, and outcomes for the patient.  Students present age-related and lifespan issues and educational issues related to the case.  Students discuss published professional literature, and legal-ethical issues related to the case.  Students display examples of documentation for the case.


	1 credits
1 lecture

	FALL III 1ST 1/2 SEMESTER TOTALS (8 weeks)
	12 cr

	Lecture Credits
	10 
	Lab Credits
	2 

	Lecture Hours per Week
	20
	Lab Hours per Week
	8 

	Lecture Hours for Semester
	160
	Lab Hours for Semester
	64


FALL YEAR III Second 1/2 (8 weeks)

	Clinical Internship III – 8 weeks full time 

ortho, adult neuro, cardiopulmonary, geriatric, pediatric, advanced rehab
	8 credits

	FALL II 2ND 1/2 SEMESTER TOTALS (8 weeks)
	8 cr

320 hrs


SPRING YEAR III First 1/2 (8 weeks)

	Clinical Internship IV – 8 weeks full time 

specialty 
	8 credits

	SPRING III 1ST 1/2 SEMESTER TOTAL (8 weeks)
	8 cr

320 hrs


SPRING YEAR III Second 1/2 (8 weeks)
	Organization and Management in PT – 6 hours lecture per week
similar to present course
	3 credits
3 lecture



	Teaching and Learning in PT – 2 hours lecture

similar to present course
	2 credits

2 lecture

	Research III – 2 hours lecture per week
students present their research findings
	1 credit
1 lecture



	Professional Practice – 2 hours lecture per week

a “capstone” course – sort of a “conclusion” to the topics of discussion initiated in the Intro to PT Practice course (Fall year I), could include “Special Topics flavor”
	1 credits
1 lecture

	Advanced Clinical Skills* – 2 hours lecture/lab per week

similar to present course
	1 credit

1 lecture

	Independent Study (IS)

This optional course affords the opportunity to independently investigate a PT-related topic under the guidance of a mentor

similar to present Professional Development course
	(2 credits)

	SPRING III 2ND 1/2 HALF SEMESTER TOTALS (8 weeks)
	8 cr

(10 with IS option)

	Lecture Credits
	8 (10 with IS option)
	Lab Credits
	0

	Lecture Hours per Week
	16 (18 with IS option)
	Lab Hours per Week
	0

	Lecture Hours for Semester
	128 (144 with IS option)
	Lab Hours for Semester
	0


SUMMARY STUDENT CREDITS AND CONTACT HOURS
INSTRUCTIONAL

	
	Lecture
	Laboratory

	
	Credits
	Hours
	Credits
	Hours

	Summer I
	3
	44-50
	3
	80-88

	Fall I
	15
	240 (+16=256*)
	2
	64

	Spring I
	13.5
	224
	4
	128

	Fall II
	13
	208
	5
	160

	Spring II
	8.5
	144
	3
	96

	Fall III
	10
	160
	2
	64

	Spring III
	8
	128
	0
	0

	Totals
	71
	1148-1154(1170*)
	19
	592-600


*note: add 16 hours observing Grand Rounds II

CLINICAL
	
	Credits
	Hours

	Clinical Exposure (Intro to PT)
	0
	24

	Clinical Exposure (Clin Ed Seminar I)
	0
	24

	Internship I
	8
	320

	Internship II
	8
	320

	Internship III
	8
	320

	Internship IV
	8
	320

	Totals
	32
	1328


GRAND TOTALS

	Credits
	Hours

	122
	3068-3082 (3098*)


*note: add 16 hours observing Grand Rounds II

Applicants with Bachelors Degrees





High School Graduates





Practicing PTs with MPT, BSPT or Certificate Credentials





PRE-PT PROGRAM


Undergraduate Education to Enter DPT Program





TDPT PROGRAM


Additional Education to Acquire DPT Credential





DPT PROGRAM


Graduate Education for Entry into Profession





Practicing Doctors of Physical Therapy








Note: * indicates “clinically related” course                                                                                            5

