Introduction

DPT PROPOSAL


Executive Summary


This is a proposal for a Doctor of Physical Therapy program (DPT) that will replace the existing Master of Physical Therapy program (MPT).  The proposal includes three curricular pieces, the DPT, a pre-physical therapy (Pre-PT) piece, and a transition DPT (TDPT).   

The DPT will be the entry-level degree for professional physical therapists.  The first class of qualified applicants with baccalaureate degrees will enter the DPT program in the summer of 2005.   The target enrollment number for each DPT class will be 45 students (identical to present MPT program).  Direct applicants to the DPT program will be combined with Pre-PT students to arrive at 45 students per class.   More information about the DPT program begins on page 5.

Students who successfully complete the three-year Pre-PT undergraduate program will be admitted to the DPT program.  Pre-PT students who enter the DPT program will continue to be undergraduate students until they receive the BS in Health Sciences at the successful completion of their fourth year (i.e. the first year of the DPT).  The first qualified applicants from high school will be admitted to the Pre-PT program in the fall of 2003 (final admission to the freshman year of the present MPT program will be fall 2002).  No more than 45 students will be admitted to the Pre-PT program each year.  Pre-PT students who have successfully completed the undergraduate Pre-PT curriculum will be combined with DPT applicants to arrive at 45 students per DPT class.  More information about the Pre-PT program begins on page 20.

The TDPT program will allow practicing physical therapists to attain the DPT credential.  The first qualified applicants to the TDPT program will be admitted in 2005 or 2006.  More information about the TDPT program begins on page 23.

Additional resources (as compared to the MPT program) needed for implementation are one full time faculty and a program director for the TDPT program (appointed from among the full time faculty).  Operating expenses will increase proportionately to accommodate the one additional faculty.  


Background
The American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) offers the following rationale for moving to the DPT as the entry-level preparation for physical therapists.

The rationale for awarding the DPT is based on at least four factors, among others: 1) the level of practice inherent to the patient/client management model in the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice requires considerable breadth and depth in educational preparation, a breadth and depth not easily acquired within the time constraints of the typical MPT program; 2) societal expectations that the fully autonomous healthcare practitioner with a scope of practice consistent with the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice be a clinical doctor; 3) the realization of the profession's goals in the coming decades, including direct access, "physician status" for reimbursement purposes, and clinical competence consistent with the preferred outcomes of evidence-based practice, will require that practitioners possess the clinical doctorate (consistent with medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, veterinary medicine, optometry, and podiatry); and 4) many existing professional (entry-level) MPT programs already meet the requirements for the clinical doctorate; in such cases, the graduate of a professional (entry-level) MPT program is denied the degree most appropriate to the program of study.  


Creighton University became the first program to move to the DPT in the mid 1990s.  Since then, 29 (of 198) physical therapy programs have moved to the DPT including the following Pennsylvania schools:  Arcadia University (formerly Beaver College), MCP Hahnemann University, Slippery Rock University, Temple University and Weidner University.  The APTA reports that 13 additional programs are transitioning to the DPT, and an additional 48 are in some stage of serious discussion about making a transition to DPT.  


The majority of state practice acts for physical therapists allow some sort of direct access to physical therapists by consumers (patients).  In Pennsylvania, the Senate has passed a bill allowing direct access, and the House will consider a similar bill this session.  


In response to these issues, the APTA House of Delegates passed the following resolution at its June 2000 meeting:

Physical therapy, by 2020, will be provided by physical therapists who are doctors of physical therapy and who may be board-certified specialists. Consumers will have direct access to physical therapists in all environments for patient/client management, prevention, and wellness services. Physical therapists will be practitioners of choice in clients' health networks and will hold all privileges of autonomous practice. Physical therapists may be assisted by physical therapist assistants who are educated and licensed to provide physical therapist-directed and -supervised components of interventions.

Guided by integrity, life-long learning, and a commitment to comprehensive and accessible health programs for all people, physical therapists and physical therapist assistants will render evidence-based service throughout the continuum of care and improve quality of life for society. They will provide culturally sensitive care distinguished by trust, respect, and an appreciation for individual differences.

While fully availing themselves of new technologies, as well as basic and clinical research, physical therapists will continue to provide direct care. They will maintain active responsibility for the growth of the physical therapy profession and the health of the people it serves.

Conclusion


Considering all of these issues, and wishing to continue to provide University of Scranton students with the highest quality education for entry into the physical therapy profession, the time seems right to move from the MPT program to a DPT program.  
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